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PLACE INFORMATION SIGNIFICANCE

Place name Plunkett Home Exceptional
Level of Essential to the heritage of the area. Rare or outstanding
Other names Residence, 111 Wright St significance example. Consider for nomination for State Register of Heritage
Places if not already included.
Place type Individual building or group Category 1
Management The place should be retained and conserved. Any alterations or
category extensions should reinforce the significance of the place and be in

accordance with a Conservation Plan if one is in place.

The place is a good example of the Federation Bungalow style of

HERITAGE LISTING architecture, contributing to the Wright Street streetscape.

inHerit ID: 17616 The place has historic value through its long and continual
association with the Plunkett family, as it was their family home
and in close proximity to the site of the original Plunkett Joinery.
The Plunkett Homes business played a significant role in the
development of Perth's housing construction and design.

State Heritage
Register:

Statement of
significance

The place has social value as a representative example of a large
SITE LOCATION residence built for professionals and their families dating from the

Other Listing: | Municipal Inventory Adopted 07 Nov 2006

early twentieth century.
Street address | 111 Wright St
) The place is valued by the community for the continuity in the

Locality Highgate . . .
streetscape which contributes to the community sense of place.

Survey LOT: 4 DP: 4098

Vol/folio 1565/17

Reserve —

CITY OF VINCENT 2 PLACE RECORD FORM



PLACE USE

Original use Residential: Single Storey Residence

Current use Residential: Single Storey Residence

Other use

CONSTRUCTION DETAILS

Construction date | c1905

Walls Common brick

Roof Corrugated metal sheeting

Architectural Style | Federation Bungalow

A good example of the Federation Bungalow style. The dwelling
has a hipped roof form and features a street facing protruding
gable. The gable wall is in filled with roughcast and timber battens.

The dwelling has a single room street frontage and a recessed side
entrance. The front room is surrounded by a deep verandah, which
Physical is an extension of the main roof form. The verandah is supported
description by timber posts, which are adorned with decorative timber

brackets.

The fagade of the building is facing brickwork with two prominent
string courses running its length. There are two pairs of timber
framed sash windows, with decorative plaster sill details, on the
street facing wall of the facade.

Condition Good

Integrity High

Authenticity High

Adopted 9 Dec 2025

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The place at No. 111 Wright Street in Highgate was constructed circa 1905 and has held
a continual association with the Plunkett family. The subject property first appears in the
Wise's Post Office Directories in 1906 with Thomas Scott Plunkett as resident, however no
street number was allocated. The street number of the subject place has been changed
several times over the years. It is listed as No. 65 in 1907, No. 107 in 1908 and No. 111 in
1916.

T. S. Plunkett remains as resident of the subject dwelling until 1934 when his son Charles H.
Plunkett appears as resident until at least 1949. A Metropolitan Water Supply Sewerage &
Drainage Department (MWSSD) Plan dated 1953 illustrates that a front verandah wrapped
around the south, east and north frontage and a verandah and an asbestos addition were
constructed at the rear of the house. A brick and asbestos outbuilding was erected to

the west of the subject place. Thomas Scott Plunkett was a carpenter and established his
family company, T.S Plunkett builders in 1903, which involved his son Charles and grandson
also called Thomas. The Plunkett's established 'Plunkett's Joinery' at Nos. 98 - 102 Smith
Street in close proximity to the family home in Wright Street in which the Wise's Post Office
Directories indicates that it began operation circa 1913. The Joinery remained operational
until the 1980s when it was demolished and the land was converted for residential
purposes.

The Plunkett family building company has become a household name in Western Australia
since its beginnings. Throughout the 1920s and 1930s the Plunkett Building Company
played a key role in the residential development of Mount Hawthorn and North Perth,
together with other suburbs outside the Town of Vincent including Claremont, Nedlands,
Melville and Woodlands. After World War Two the company built many War Service and
Worker's Home Board houses in Mount Hawthorn. They also built the Coronado Hotel in
late 1940; also known as the Highway Hotel in Claremont, which was designed by Reginald
Summerhayes and Marshall Clinton. By the 1950s Plunkett's had opened their own timber
mills, joinery and brickworks and as such had developed the capacity to build about 1000
homes per year. The Plunkett Building Company is attributed as the first company to
introduce the first gas appliances to Display Homes in 1964 and Western Australia's first
Display Home with a pergola in 1973. The company is now called Plunkett Homes. The
subject place is on the Heritage Council of Western Australia Assessment Program.
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HISTORICAL INFORMATION HISTORICAL INFORMATION

Aerial photographs from the mid 20th century indicate that the building at No. 111 L Peopling WA: Demogra'?h'c Development
. . . Historic theme | Cultural Life: Domestic Life

changed little until the late 1990s when the rear structure was demolished and a new roof c e

installed, as well as landscaping changes to the front area. The building was then extended conomy: -ommerce

Plunkett family

in 2018 with a large renovation. The front portion of the roofing and building visually Owners, builders

remained the same.

Associations .
and occupiers

Municipal Heritage Inventory 2006
Sources Landgate Aerial photographs 1953-2024.
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ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

ARCHIVAL IMAGES

MWSS&DD Sheet 1522, Courtesy SROWA.
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