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ENVIRONMENTAL & SAFETY ISSUES
with FLUORO TUBES & GLOBES.

Fluorescent tubes and globes (sometimes called ‘Energy Saver’) contain a small amount of mercury, so must be
handled carefully.

When your fluoro tubes and globes don’t work anymore, take them to Town of Vincent Administration and Civic
Centre, corner of Loftus and Vincent Streets, Leederville. From there, these tubes and globes go to a special recycling
centre where the mercury and other components will be recycled safely, and used in new products.

If a fluorescent lamp or tube breaks inside your home, you and your family must try to avoid contact with the
mercury gas and broken parts. It is especially important for pregnant women, babies and children to avoid this contact.
1. OPEN windows and doors.

2. TURN OFF air conditioner, fan or heater.

3. Put on disposable rubber gloves.

4. Sweep up pieces with a piece of cardboard (e.g. a playing card) or a brush you can throw away.

5. Use a damp rag for very fine pieces. DO NOT VACUUM, as it will contaminate the vacuum cleaner.

6. Wrap the pieces in newspaper and place carefully in GENERAL RUBBISH BIN.

7. If babies or young children use the room where the globe broke, and it is carpeted, cover the affected area with a mat
or replace carpet.

Suggestion: Put together a little kit of all these items:

* rubber gloves

» glass jar with tight fitting screw top

» old brush (e.g. stiff paintbrush) you can throw away

» pieces of fine cardboard (playing card ideal)

Make sure all adult members of the household know where to find this kit when needed.
After a breakage, replace used items, to be ready for possible future breakages.
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