
 

ROAD NAMING APPLICATION FORM 
 

Road Details 

Road Type: Laneway 

North Perth  

44 Norham Street  

27a Knutsford Street 

Laneway located between 44 Norham and 27A Knutsford Street 
North Perth. See Attachment.  
 
The original No. 1 Street extends from Knutsford across to Little 
Walcott Street and the naming of the lane across Knutsford to Little 
Walcott may require consideration. However, this will impact on the 
current units listed as being at 1/22 Knutsford Street.  

Suburb: 

Adjacent Street & No. 

Adjacent Street & No. 

Location Description: 

Naming Proposal 

Proposed Name: Donley Lane.    

Name Origin (Tick): 1. Aboriginal Name  2. Vincent Identity  

 3. Historic Business   4. Local Flora/Fauna  

 5. Historic Event  6. Architectural Style  

 7. Artwork  8. Waterway  

 9. Culturally Iconic Element  10. Other  

If Other, please list: 

If Aboriginal, has the name been endorsed by: 

 

 The South West Land and Sea Council                              Yes  No  

 The Whadjuk Working Party                                                Yes  No  

 Alternative recognised Aboriginal Community or Group?    Yes  No  

If alternative, please list: 

Detailed explanation addressing one or more of the Road Naming Criteria: 

 

The original name of the lane, ‘No. 1 Street’ is listed in historical references on North Perth maps 

from the early 1900s. The original lane name was a related reference to the original name of the 

street it ran behind (‘No. 1 Avenue’) which was renamed Blake Street in 1916 (after Perth City Council 

introduced a scheme to standardise street names and avoid duplication with streets in close proximity 

which included the numbered avenues in Mt Lawley).    

 

While Landgate Policies 1.2.7 and 2.4 preferences existing historic names and establishes that ‘road 

names are intended to be enduring, the renaming of the road has been suggested as it does not 

meet existing Landgate criteria for lane nomenclature.    

 

Landgate Policy 2.1.2 relating to Laneways and Short Roads sets out that roads with five or less 
address sites, that are not proposed to be lengthened or will not have additional address sites 
needed in future, may not need a separate name and any address numbers required may be 
assigned on to the road which it connects.  Currently, there are four other homes off the same lane 
whose addresses relate to their closest corner Street (Norham or Knustford Streets).  There may be 
future subdivision of Numbers 15 and 13 Blake Street, or potentially of number 28 and 26 Mabel 
Street, or possibly of addresses off Mabel across Knutsford.  However, it is worth noting it may 
become confusing in future for postal and emergency services people to have some properties 
assume the new lane name, while others take their address from relevant cross streets.   
 



 

  
   
Google Aerial view of No. 1 Street running between Norham and Little Walcott Streets.   

 
If the Lane is to be renamed in accordance with Vincent road naming policies. A name of historical 

significance is proposed. The proposed name is compliant with Landgate policies for road/lane 

nomenclature (Policies 2.2 and 2.3).   

 

Justification for Donley Lane:  

 

Frances Maud Donley operated a grocery business on the corner of Mabel and Norham Street from 

1922 to 1965 which is in close proximity to the lane between Norham and Knutsford streets.    

Frances married Richard Donley in Boulder in 1905 and Richard Donley was listed as the proprietor 

of the grocery business from 1922-23. After his death in 1923, Frances Maud Donley was the sole 

proprietor of the grocery store until her son James and Leslie took over the business in 1942. 

Frances died in 1965 aged 90. The name references a long standing family business and an 

institution of a prior age, the corner grocery store.  There is evidence in the local newspapers that 

the store was also used as a polling place in the 1930s (see below). In the 1970s, the premises 

was the headquarters of the De Paolis catering business, however this name does not meet the 

Landgate naming criteria as it is not a single name and is more than six letters in length.   

 

 Donley Lane meets the Landgate criteria for nomenclature in that it is:  

 

 No more than six letters long and is followed by LANE (criteria 2.1.2)   

 Is a single name element followed by a road type (criteria 2.2.1.)  

 Does not duplicate an existing road name with in the LGA. (1.6)   

The Donley name is not used in an existing street or place in WA.  

  



 

 

 
Donley grocery delivery vans, Sunday Times 21 December 1937.  

 

 
The Daily News, 18 March 1939.   

 
 

  



 

Attachment A:  
 
Perth Metropolitan Sewerage Plan showing No. 1 Street, 1924.  

 

 
State Records Office:  Map 278.  

 
 
North Perth Municipality Map, circa 1914 showing numbered avenues (No. 1 Avenue 
was renamed Blake Street in 1916.)  
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Historical References 
 

 

 
Australian War Memorial, https://s3-ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/awm-

media/collection/RCDIG1037136/document/5624804.PDF 



 

 
The Western Mail, 23 December 1920 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/37992747?searchTerm=%22Blake%20Street%22&

searchLimits=sortby=dateAsc|||l-category=Article|||l-decade=191|||l-

state=Western+Australia|||l-illustrated=true 


