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8.1 NATIONAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT (NGA) 2026 

Attachments: Nil  
  

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council APPROVES the attendance of Mayor Alison Xamon at the 2026 National General 
Assembly of Local Government (NGA) in Canberra from 23 – 25 June 2026.  

PURPOSE OF REPORT: 

To seek approval for the Mayor Alison Xamon to attend the 2026 National General Assembly of Local 
Government (NGA). 

DELEGATION: 

In accordance with clause 2 of the Council Member Continuing Professional Development Policy, Council 
approval is required for a Council Member to attend a course or conference held outside of the Perth 
metropolitan region. 
 
There is no delegation for this decision.   

BACKGROUND: 

The Australian Local Government Association (ALGA) National General Assembly (NGA) is an annual event 
convened by ALGA and attended by council members from local governments across Australia. 
 
The Assembly provides a forum for councils to come together to consider sector-wide issues and share 
information on matters affecting local government at a national level. Council approval is required for the 
Mayor or Council Members to attend a course or conference held outside of the Perth metropolitan region in 
accordance with the Council Members Continuing Professional Development Policy. 

DETAILS: 

The Australian Local Government Association 2026 National General Assembly will be held in Canberra from 
23 - 25 June 2026, with the theme “Driving Impact through Collaboration”  This event will focus on the 
importance of partnerships and shared knowledge to achieve tangible results in waste management and 
resource recovery.   
 
The NGA is ALGA’s peak annual forum, bringing together mayors and councillors from across Australia to 
engage on matters affecting the local government sector at a national level. 
 
The Assembly provides an opportunity for councils to participate in national policy and advocacy discussions 
relevant to local government. It also enables information sharing and collaboration with other local 
governments on emerging challenges and opportunities. 
 
Key activities include: 

• participation in policy discussions and debate on motions; 

• engagement with the broader local government sector; and 

• information sharing on national initiatives and priorities impacting local communities. 
 
The City is not proposing or submitting any motions to the 2026 ALGA NGA. Attendance will enable the 
Mayor to represent the City’s interests, observe sector trends, and contribute to informed decision-making 
through exposure to national local government issues. 
 

CONSULTATION/ADVERTISING: 

Not applicable.  

https://www.vincent.wa.gov.au/documents/1816/council-member-continuing-professional-development-policy
https://alga.com.au/event/2026-national-general-assembly/
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LEGAL/POLICY: 

In accordance with clause 2 of the Council Member Continuing Professional Development Policy, Council 
approval is required for a Council Member to attend a course or conference held outside of the Perth 
metropolitan region. 

RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 

Risk Category Risk Appetite/Tolerance Statement Descriptor/Clarification 

Negotiate with 
Regulators, State & 
Federal Government 
Agencies 

The City has a high risk appetite to consult and 
negotiate with regulators, State & Federal 
Government Agencies to achieve the City’s 
objectives. 

Nil  

 
Low:  It is low risk for Council to approve the Mayor’s attendance at this event, as it provides opportunities for 
sector engagement, information sharing and representation of the City’s interests at a national local 
government forum and is aligned with the City’s adopted Risk Appetite and Tolerance statements. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS: 

This is in keeping with the City’s Strategic Community Plan 2022-2032 
 
Innovative and Accountable  
Our decision-making process is consistent and transparent, and decisions are aligned to our 
strategic direction. 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS: 

This does not contribute to any environmental sustainability outcomes.  This action/activity is environmentally 
neutral. 

FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS: 

In accordance with clause 5 of the City’s Attendance at Events Policy, where a fee is payable for a Council 
Member or the Chief Executive Officer to attend an approved event, approval is subject to the availability of 
an approved budget allocation. 
 
The costs associated with attendance at this event are within the existing approved Professional 
Development budget. 
 

Cost Item  Description Cost  

Admission – 
Early Bird 
Registration 

• Access to all Assembly Sessions 

• Access to the Exhibition Hall 

• Welcome Reception ticket 

• Conference Satchel & materials 

$999  
 

Airfares Based on the average cost of a return flight from Perth to Canberra 
in the month of June 

$1,600 (Approx)  

Accommodation Based on the average cost of a corporate hotel in Canberra for 3 
nights 

$700 (Approx) 

Meals Based on the average cost of meals for a four-day trip, excluding 
catering provided as part of the conference 

$300 (Approx) 

Total estimated cost $3,599 

 
Attendance supports the Mayor’s ongoing professional development and the City’s representation at a 
national local government forum, providing value to the City through informed leadership and sector 
engagement. 

https://www.vincent.wa.gov.au/documents/1816/council-member-continuing-professional-development-policy
https://www.vincent.wa.gov.au/documents/1906/attendance-at-events-policy

