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6.5 APPROVAL TO ADVERTISE AMENDED POLICY - RIGHTS OF WAY 

Attachments: 1. Rights of Way Policy   
2. Operational Guidelines - Rights of Way   
3. Summary of Key Changes - Rights of Way Policy    

  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council APPROVES the draft amended Rights of Way Policy, at Attachment 1, for the purpose of 
community consultation, which is proposed to replace Laneways and Rights of Way Policy, (Policy 
No. 2.2.8)  

PURPOSE OF REPORT: 

For Council to approve, for the purpose of community consultation, the draft amended Rights of Way Policy 
as detailed at Attachment 1.  

DELEGATION: 

Section 2.7 of the Local Government Act 1995 sets out the Role of Council as being to ‘determine the local 
government’s policies.’ There is no delegation to Administration to make, review or repeal Council policies. 

BACKGROUND: 

The requirement of provisions outlined in clause 1.3 of the Corporate Document Development Policy were 
presented to Council Members though the monthly Policy Paper in 22 August 2025. 
 
The City’s existing Laneways and Rights of Way Policy was adopted in 2013 and is primarily engineering-
focused, combining strategic intent, operational procedures and technical standards within a single 
document. 
 
Since adoption, there have been significant changes in: 
 

• Legislative frameworks governing roads and Crown land. 

• Planning and redevelopment outcomes in established urban areas. 

• Asset management and renewal practices. 

• Community expectations regarding safety, accessibility, amenity and activation of laneways. 
 

In response, the City has undertaken a comprehensive review to modernise the policy framework, clarify 
governance responsibilities, and improve legal and operational robustness. 

DETAILS: 

Requirement for a documented City position (including community need or legislative requirement): 
 
The amended Rights of Way Policy provides a clear, contemporary City position on the ownership, 
acquisition, closure, maintenance, upgrade and amenity of rights of way, irrespective of ownership. 
 
The Policy: 
 

• Establishes rights of way as strategic City assets. 

• Clarifies responsibilities based on ownership. 

• Formalises the City’s intent to proactively acquire private rights of way where appropriate. 

• Provides a defensible framework for closure, access management and beautification. 
Detailed technical, procedural and construction requirements are now contained within Operational 
Guidelines, approved under CEO delegation, ensuring flexibility while retaining Council oversight of strategic 
direction. 
 
  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vincent.wa.gov.au%2Fdocuments%2F1898%2Fcorporate-document-development-policy&data=05%7C02%7CAlexandra.Harris%40vincent.wa.gov.au%7C4b7309192646439f34b308ddcf65b892%7C3fa5afdf64b1401db217770e86d487cd%7C0%7C0%7C638894758244473317%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gdG7zV00CpHPNT6TGVzbMRWhnRNq11TaL7fSAFa1ZZ8%3D&reserved=0
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Examples of current / best practice: 
 
The separation of policy from operational guidelines aligns with contemporary local government governance 
practice and reduces the need for frequent Council amendments when technical standards change. 
 
The amended Policy also aligns with: 
 

• Land Administration Act 1997. 

• Local Government Act 1995. 

• WAPC Planning Bulletin 33 – Rights-of-Way or Laneways in Established Areas. 

• Asset-management best practice and renewal programming. 
 

CONSULTATION/ADVERTISING: 

 
Organisation Implementation 
Engagement is used to both inform the community about the proposed policy, project or propositions, and to 
provide some input to the shape or execution of the policy, project or proposition. 
Tension:  People feel forced leading to an unresponsive process. 
Mitigation:  Increasing the level of influence, and implementing a transparent, robust process. 
 
Your organisation has the legitimacy to lead and implement 
 
A robust process to engage with the community and stakeholders 

 

In accordance with the City’s Corporate Document Development Policy draft policy documents are presented 
to Council for approval and authorisation to commence community consultation. All proposed changes, other 
than those covered by clause 5.8, will be advertised in accordance with, but not limited to, the requirements 
of the City’s Community and Stakeholder Engagement Policy and guided by the following amendment 
classifications;  

 

• Standard Amendments - Will be advertised for a minimum of 21 days in accordance with the 
Community and Stakeholder Engagement Policy. Consultation methods will be tailored based on the 
potential impact of the amendments, with recommendations presented to Council for determination. 

 
  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vincent.wa.gov.au%2Fdocuments%2F1898%2Fcorporate-document-development-policy&data=05%7C02%7CAlexandra.Harris%40vincent.wa.gov.au%7C4b7309192646439f34b308ddcf65b892%7C3fa5afdf64b1401db217770e86d487cd%7C0%7C0%7C638894758244473317%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gdG7zV00CpHPNT6TGVzbMRWhnRNq11TaL7fSAFa1ZZ8%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vincent.wa.gov.au%2Fdocuments%2F576%2Fcommunity-and-stakeholder-engagement-policy&data=05%7C02%7CAlexandra.Harris%40vincent.wa.gov.au%7C4b7309192646439f34b308ddcf65b892%7C3fa5afdf64b1401db217770e86d487cd%7C0%7C0%7C638894758244482823%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jOHQplBvTlpKS6sRCg6Uk7yzp%2BW5QAJUzEiq5GKcue0%3D&reserved=0
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The proposed amendments to Laneways and Rights of Way Policy will be advertised in the following 
ways: 
 

• Public notice on the City’s website. 

• Direct notification to key stakeholders where appropriate. 

• Opportunity for written submissions. 

Public notice of this proposed new policy will be provided from 2 March 2025. 

LEGAL/POLICY: 

Section 2.7(2)(b) of the Local Government Act 1995 provides Council with the power to determine policies. 
 

The City’s Corporate Document Development Policy sets out the process for the development and review of 
the City’s policy documents. 

In accordance with clause 2.3 of the Corporate Document Development Policy: 
 

The purpose of a policy is to provide a general rule or principle to guide Administration and the 
community on the City’s decision making and advocacy; 

The purpose of the proposed policy is to provide high-level principles to guide decision-making, with 
operational detail contained in CEO-approved guidelines. 
 

 
 
The draft amended Rights of Way Policy is supported by, and consistent with, the following legislation and 
statutory frameworks: 
 

• Land Administration Act 1997 – relating to acquisition, dedication and closure of rights of way. 

• Transfer of Land Act 1893 – relating to easements and interests in land. 

• Road Traffic (Administration) Act 2008 and Road Traffic Code 2000 – relating to the definition, 
regulation and use of roads and public thoroughfares. 

• Planning and Development Act 2005 – relating to development access and infrastructure 
contributions. 

• Relevant City of Vincent Local Laws. 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vincent.wa.gov.au%2Fdocuments%2F1898%2Fcorporate-document-development-policy&data=05%7C02%7CAlexandra.Harris%40vincent.wa.gov.au%7C4b7309192646439f34b308ddcf65b892%7C3fa5afdf64b1401db217770e86d487cd%7C0%7C0%7C638894758244473317%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gdG7zV00CpHPNT6TGVzbMRWhnRNq11TaL7fSAFa1ZZ8%3D&reserved=0
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RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 

Low: Adopting the proposed policy is low risk because this will reduce risks by: 
 

• Improving legislative and procedural clarity. 

• Strengthening defensibility of acquisition and closure decisions. 

• Ensuring consistent, transparent management of rights of way. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS: 

This is in keeping with the City’s Strategic Community Plan 2022-2032:  
 
Connected and Healthy Community  

Our community facilities and spaces are well known and well used. 
 
Thriving Places  

Efficiently managed and maintained City assets in the public realm. 
 
Sensitive Design  

Our planning framework supports quality design, sustainable urban built form and is responsive to our 
community and local context. 
 
Innovative and Accountable  

Our decision-making process is consistent and transparent, and decisions are aligned to our strategic 
direction. 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS: 

This is in keeping with the following key sustainability outcomes of the City’s Sustainable Environment 
Strategy 2019-2024.  
 
Water Use Reduction/Water Quality Improvement 

PUBLIC HEALTH IMPLICATIONS: 

This is in keeping with the following priority health outcomes of the City’s Public Health Plan 2020-2025: 
 
Reduced injuries and a safer community 

FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS: 

There are no immediate financial implications arising from advertising the amended Policy. 
 
Future works will continue to be prioritised through existing asset-management and renewal programs. 

COMMENTS: 

The proposed amended Rights of Way Policy modernises the City’s approach by establishing a clear, 
strategic framework for the ownership, acquisition and management of rights of way across the City.  
 
The Policy separates Council’s strategic direction from operational delivery, with detailed technical and 
procedural requirements contained within CEO-approved Operational Guidelines.  
 
The accompanying Guidelines provide consistent standards for design, construction, maintenance, renewal, 
acquisition, naming and beautification of rights of way. Advertising the Policy will enable community feedback 
while strengthening governance, legal robustness and long-term asset management outcomes. 
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