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13.2 NOTICE OF MOTION - MAYOR XAMON - CLIMATE CHANGE: A LEVY ON FOSSIL FUEL 
INDUSTRIES 

Attachments: Nil 
  

 

That Council: 

1. NOTES that: 
 

a) The Local Government Act 1995 requires Local Governments to plan for, and mitigate, risks 
associated with climate change, but does not legislate adequate resourcing for Local 
Governments to meet this obligation; 

b) On 1 July 2026, WALGA State Council adopted its updated Climate Change Advocacy 
Position, which states: 

1) Local Government acknowledges the risks associated with, and is committed to 
addressing, climate change to meet the needs of their communities.  

2) WALGA calls on the Australian and Western Australian Governments to: 

a) Provide the necessary climate leadership, coordination and action to ensure an 
orderly transition to achieve emission reduction targets and address the impacts of 
climate change; and 

b) Ensure that Local Government has the funding, guidance and practical support 
required to meet increasing risk and expanded legislative requirements to plan for, 
mitigate and adapt to climate impacts; 

c) A motion was passed with unanimous support at the ALGA conference in June 2026, that 
called on the Federal Government to: 

i. Acknowledge that the increasing costs of climate change—including disaster recovery 
from storms, floods, and bushfires, and community resilience building for heatwaves 
and sea-level rise—place an unsustainable financial burden on local government.   

ii. Recognise the inequity where local governments and communities bear these costs 
despite not being responsible for the 75% of climate pollution generated by major coal, 
oil, and gas corporations.   

iii. Establish a Parliamentary Inquiry into the adequacy of the 2025 National Adaptation 
Plan, specifically addressing the lack of additional funding for local governments to 
deliver mandated adaptation responses.   

iv. Ensure this Inquiry identifies concrete revenue sources to meet investment needs, 
including the implementation of taxes or levies on the coal, oil, and gas industries 
aligned with the climate damage their products cause.   

v. Establish a National Climate Compensation Fund with a dedicated funding stream for 
local governments, commensurate with the scale of the financial risks identified in the 
2025 National Climate Risk Assessment; and  

2. ENDORSES the submission of the following motion to the 2026 WA Local Government 
Association (WALGA) Annual General Meeting (submission deadline Thursday 30 July 2026 to 
Chief Executive Officer of WALGA at associationgovernance@walga.asn.au): 

‘That WALGA supports the motion (92) passed by the ALGA National General Assembly in June 
2026, and calls on the Federal Government to 

mailto:associationgovernance@walga.asn.au
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1.       Acknowledge that the increasing costs of climate change—including disaster recovery 
from storms, floods, and bushfires, and community resilience building for heatwaves and 
sea-level rise—place an unsustainable financial burden on local government. 

2.       Recognise the inequity where local governments and communities bear these costs 
despite not being responsible for the 75% of climate pollution generated by major coal, oil, 
and gas corporations. 

3.       Establish a Parliamentary Inquiry into the adequacy of the 2025 National Adaptation Plan, 
specifically addressing the lack of additional funding for local governments to deliver 
mandated adaptation responses. 

4.       Ensure this Inquiry identifies concrete revenue sources to meet investment needs, 
including the implementation of taxes or levies on the coal, oil, and gas industries aligned 
with the climate damage their products cause. 

5.       Establish a National Climate Compensation Fund with a dedicated funding stream for local 
governments, commensurate with the scale of the financial risks identified in the 2025 
National Climate Risk Assessment.’  

REASON 

The costs of climate disaster response and readiness confronting Local Governments are fast 
outpacing the willingness or capacity of State and Federal governments to finance the shortfall.  A 
sustainable supplementary funding source must be found. 
 

• Across Australia, local councils collectively own and manage billions of dollars in infrastructure currently 
threatened by climate-impacted events, including storms, floods, water damage, and bushfires. 

• Existing constraints on local government revenue-raising mean councils cannot address these 
increasing costs without significantly compromising other essential local services. 

• Climate disruption costs and requirements for adaptation and building resilience are escalating beyond 
the capacity of Local Governments to pay them.  

• A dedicated fund for Local Governments paid for by a levy on fossil fuel companies extends point 2.b of 
WALGA’s ‘Climate Change Advocacy Position’: ‘Ensure that Local Government has the funding, 
guidance and practical support required to meet increasing risk and expanded legislative requirements 
to plan for, mitigate and adapt to climate impacts’. 

• This motion seeks a federally-administered solution that shifts the fiscal burden from ratepayers to the 
industries primarily responsible for climate-related damage. 

 
ADMINISTRATION COMMENTS 

Supported. This motion aligns with the City’s strategic direction and Council’s recent advocacy on WALGA’s 
Climate Change Advocacy Position in April 2026. 
 
Sustainability at the City of Vincent 
 
The City’s approach to sustainability includes: 
 

Sustainable Vincent Framework (SVF) - Approved August 2025 

• An overarching sustainability framework. 

• Embeds sustainability considerations throughout the City by assigning responsibilities to respective 
business units, aligned with the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals. 

• Formalises the City’s Net Zero target for Scope 1 and Scope 2 emissions from its operations by 2030. 

Enhanced Environment Strategy (EES) – Approved August 2025 

• The informing strategy of the Enhanced Environment priority area of the City’s Strategic Community 
Plan (SCP). 

• Outlines the key issues facing the City in relation to the themes of Water Conservation and 
Management, Urban Greening and Biodiversity, and Resource Recovery and Circularity. 

• Sets a range of targets for the City and community relating to the strategic management of these 
themes to achieve a water sensitive, greener and circular Vincent. 

  

https://www.vincent.wa.gov.au/documents/2288/sustainable-vincent-framework-2025-2028
https://www.vincent.wa.gov.au/Profiles/vincent/Assets/ClientData/Documents/Council/Agendas/2025/Council_Meeting_12_August_2025/Item_9_4_Outcome_of_Advertising_-_Sustainable_Vincent_Framework_and_Enhanced_Environment_Strategy.pdf
https://www.vincent.wa.gov.au/documents/2293/enhanced-environment-strategy-(ees)-2025-2030
https://www.vincent.wa.gov.au/Profiles/vincent/Assets/ClientData/Documents/Council/Agendas/2025/Council_Meeting_12_August_2025/Item_9_4_Outcome_of_Advertising_-_Sustainable_Vincent_Framework_and_Enhanced_Environment_Strategy.pdf
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Climate Plan – Currently being prepared 

• A climate action plan that would align with the Innovative and Accountable priority area of the SCP. 

• This would focus on specific climate adaptation, emissions reduction, energy efficiency and transport 
actions to achieve Net Zero. 

• This commenced in 2025/26 and intended to be completed by the end of 2026/27. 

 
Each of these has a distinct role at Vincent: 
 

• The SVF sets the overarching direction. 

• The EES focuses on environmental priorities like water, urban greening and waste. 

• The Climate Plan turns our climate goals into clear actions we can measure and deliver. 
 
This ensures a whole-of-organisation approach, where sustainability and climate considerations are 
embedded consistently into decision-making and service delivery. 
 
It also responds to increasing climate risks such as urban heat and water scarcity, and legislative obligations 
under the Local Government Act 1995. 
 
WALGA Climate Change Advocacy Position 
 
In January 2026 WALGA released its revised Climate Change Advocacy Position for consultation. 
 
At its meeting in April 2026 Council endorsed a submission which supported the advocacy position in-
principle, noting its alignment with the City’s sustainability setting. 
 
It also outlined opportunities to strengthen the advocacy position.  
 
Relevant to this motion, these opportunities included explicit recognition of local government climate priorities 
and delivery areas and the need for stable and multi-year funding from the State and Federal Governments 
to deliver these outcomes. 
 
Australian Local Government Association National General Assembly Motion 
 
This notice of motion requests submitting a motion that was passed at the ALGA National General Assembly 
in June 2026 for WALGA endorsement at its upcoming State Council meeting.  
 
The ALGA motion aligns with Vincent’s April 2026 submission on the WALGA Climate Change Advocacy 
Position by: 
 

• Acknowledging that costs in responding to climate change are falling on local governments. 

• Requesting a parliamentary inquiry to consider the lack of funding available to local governments, and 
targets this being funded through taxes or levies on the fossil fuel industry given its contribution to 
climate change. 

 
Administration would support this motion being submitted to WALGA for endorsement as a key piece of 
advocacy.  
 
The City has identified the key delivery areas for local governments in responding to climate change, 
including: 
 

• Urban heat mitigation and expanded urban canopy programs. 

• Water security and Water Sensitive Urban Design implementation. 

• Biodiversity protection, including ecological corridors and soil health. 

• Circular economy transition and waste minimisation systems. 

• Transition to renewable energy including EV charging infrastructure and electrification of new and 
existing homes. 

 
These reflect the priority areas of the EES and advocacy positions of Council, but a pathway for targeted 
support and funding to deliver projects within these priority areas is needed and should be secured through a 
long-term fund for local governments.  
 
Levying or taxing the fossil fuel industry would be an opportunity to deliver this fund.  

https://vincent.infocouncil.biz/Open/2026/04/CO_20260421_MIN_10828.PDFpage=35
https://www.vincent.wa.gov.au/Profiles/vincent/Assets/ClientData/Documents/Council/Agendas/2026/21_April_2026_Council_Meeting/Item_9_4_Submission_on_WALGA_Draft_Climate_Change_Advocacy_Position.pdf
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This would ensure these projects can be delivered by local government to support climate change mitigation 
and adaption responses without increasing the financial burden, such as has been experienced by the City in 
responding to PSHB. 
 
Development of the Climate Plan would include specific climate adaptation, emissions reduction, energy 
efficiency and transport actions to achieve Net Zero. 
 
Costs associated with this are not yet known but would be addressed through the Climate Plan, and 
opportunities to access external funding would support the City to implement future actions and deliver 
climate resilient projects. 
 
 


