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 13.1 NOTICE OF MOTION - CR NICOLE WOOLF - ADDRESSING DATA CENTRES THROUGH 
LOCAL PLANNING SCHEME 

Attachments: Nil 
  

 

That Council REQUESTS the Chief Executive Officer to: 

1. Review the appropriate land use planning treatment of data centres as part of the City’s Local 
Planning Scheme No. 2 (LPS2) review. This review should: 

• Be informed by emerging state and federal policy and guidance, industry guidance, and 
planning, environmental and infrastructure considerations to determine the appropriate 
land use classification and permissibility under LPS2; and 

• Include consideration of which zones data centres should be classified as a prohibited ‘X’ 
use under LPS2; 

2. Following the LPS2 review, assess whether any additional local planning guidance is required 
in relation to: 

• Land use compatibility, built form and streetscape impacts; 

• Interface with residential and mixed-use areas; 

• Noise, heat, servicing and visual impacts; and/or 

• Sustainability and environmental considerations; and 

3. Provide Council with updates on significant developments in data centre policy and planning 
considerations as they emerge. 

REASON 

Western Australia is experiencing rapid growth in data centre investment, supporting innovation and 
employment growth. 
 
Data centres can, however, have significant planning, amenity and environmental impacts, particularly where 
developments interface with residential or mixed-use areas. 
 
Local governments in WA and other Australian jurisdictions have seen significant community backlash 
against data centre development applications. 
 
Development of strategically located large sites for data centres may reduce opportunities to meet the City’s 
density targets set by the State Government and deliver higher density residential and mixed-use 
development in appropriate locations. 
 
As demand for digital infrastructure continues to evolve, the City needs to ensure its planning framework is 
appropriately positioned to respond to future proposals. 

ADMINISTRATION COMMENTS 

Supported. This motion aligns with the review of the City’s strategic planning framework that is currently 
underway, including both the Local Planning Strategy and LPS2. It also provides an opportunity to consider 
how the local planning framework should respond to emerging land uses before they create land use conflict 
or undermine desired built form and amenity outcomes of different zones within the City. 
 

Emergence of Data Centres 
 

The shift to digitalisation such as cloud services, artificial intelligence, automation and online activity is 
increasing. This has led to data centres emerging as necessary infrastructure to physically store and process 
data.  
 

Data centres are an important form of digital infrastructure, but they can raise planning issues where they are 
not appropriately located or designed. These issues can include land use conflicts with off-site impacts like 
noise and visual impact having a potentially detrimental impact on surrounding residential and other sensitive 
land uses. 
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Data centres can also present built form and streetscape challenges, depending on their design and 
operational model. Where they have limited customer-facing activity, limited staff presence or a highly secure 
built form, they may not contribute to street activation, passive surveillance, vibrancy or the type pedestrian-
focused built form and place outcomes the City is seeking in commercial, mixed-use or other people-oriented 
areas. 
 
Data centres are not specifically defined as a land use within LPS2. This means that there is no specific 
guidance for where data centres should or should not operate, or how potential land use conflicts and 
amenity impacts should be managed. 
 
There are currently no data centres operating within Vincent. The closest operating data centre is the Next 
DC building at No. 11 Newcastle Street in the City of Perth, but opposite the shared boundary with Vincent. 
 
This site is approximately 6,500 square metres. As a comparison, there are currently fewer than five sites in 
Vincent of this size in single ownership. 
 
If an application for a data centre were to be lodged under the current framework, there would be broad 
guidance under the City’s Local Planning Policy – Built Form and the Planning and Development (Local 
Planning Schemes) Regulations 2015 to assess a proposal for compatibility with its setting, noise, amenity, 
built form and environmental impacts. 
 
Local Planning Framework Review 
 
The City’s draft Local Planning Strategy is currently out for community consultation and closes on 
3 August 2026. Data centres are not identified directly, but the draft Strategy gives broad direction to 
consider emerging land uses, technology and telecommunications infrastructure. 
 
Administration has begun to review LPS2 to implement the planning direction of the draft Local Planning 
Strategy into statutory provisions. 
 
An amended LPS2 is intended to be presented to Council in 2027 for approval to advertise, once the 
Minister has given final approval for the draft Local Planning Strategy after consultation has finished and 
Council has considered the submissions received. 
 
Addressing Data Centres 
 
The motion aligns with this work being progressed by Administration and supports specific guidance for data 
centres through the planning framework, including: 
 

• LPS2 Review – Administration will investigate opportunities to define data centres as a standalone land 
use and identify which zones, if any, should designate data centres as a prohibited ‘X’ use or otherwise 
provide discretion for data centres to be considered. This would include consideration of the intended 
role of each zone, land use compatibility and amenity impacts. 

 
Any changes to LPS2 would ultimately need approval from the State Government, including any new 
land use definitions that depart from the model scheme text. 

 

• Policy Guidance – The outcome of the LPS2 review would inform whether additional local planning 
policy guidance is required. 

 
If data centres were to be prohibited ‘X’ uses in particular zones, there would be no need for further 
guidance for those zones. Alternatively, if data centres were to be capable of approval in some zones, it 
would be appropriate to set out further guidance to inform the assessment and exercise of discretion. 
 
This could provide more detailed objectives and standards to ensure data centres are located 
appropriately to avoid interfaces with sensitive land uses, and that built form, environmental, servicing 
and amenity impacts are properly managed through the development application process. 

 

• Council Updates – Council will be informed of emerging policy updates, relevant guidance and 
discussions with the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage through regular Council Workshops to 
inform the LPS2 review through the remainder of 2026 and into 2027. 

 


