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10.2 OUTCOME OF ADVERTISING AND ADOPTION OF AMENDED VERGE TREATMENT POLICY  

Attachments:  1. Verge Treatment Policy   
2. Verge Treatments, Plantings and Beautifications 2.2.4   
3. Verge Treatment Policy - Survey Results    

  

RECOMMENDATION:  

That Council : 
 
ADOPTS the Verge Treatment Policy at Attachment 1, which replace s Policy  Verge Treatments, 
Plant ing s and Beautification 2.2.4  at Attachment 2.  

PURPOSE OF REPORT: 

To present the outcome of community consultation and seek approval of the proposed Verge Treatment 
Policy at Attachment 1.  

DELEGATION:  

Section 2.7 of the Local Government Act 1995 sets out the Role of Council as being to ódetermine the local 
governmentôs policiesô. There is no delegation to Administration to make, review or repeal policies. 

BACKGROUND:  

At its 10 February 2026 Meeting, Council approved undertaking community consultation of its intention to 
amend the Policy Verge Treatments, Plantings and Beautification 2.2.4   
 
In accordance with the Cityôs Community and Stakeholder Engagement Policy, community consultation was 
undertaken between 18 March 2026 and 15 April 2026 which is more than the 21 days required. 

The policy was advertised on the City of Vincent website, social media and through the following public 
notices:  
 

¶ The consultation webpage was published on the Imagine Vincent website from 18 March 2026 to  
15 April 2026. 

¶ News Item on the Cityôs website ï 73 unique visitors and 98 views. 

¶ E- news publication on 26 March 2026 ï estimated to have reached 10,031 of people; and 

¶ Notice exhibited on the notice board at the Cityôs Administration and Library and Local History 
Centre. 

 
Administration received 8 submissions, 6 supportive and 2 unsure as summarised at Attachment 3.      

DETAILS:  

Requirement for a documented City position (including community need or legislative requirement):  

Street verges are Crown land under the care, control and management of Local Government and perform 
multiple functions including pedestrian movement, streetscape, service infrastructure, drainage, and 
environmental outcomes. 
 
The amended policy is required to:  
 

¶ Support safe, accessible and sustainable streetscapes. 

¶ Provide clear direction on permissible verge treatments. 

¶ Align with the City of Vincent Local Government Property Local Law 2021 and Parking Local Law 
2023. 

¶ Improve consistency, transparency and enforceability of decisions. 
  

https://www.vincent.wa.gov.au/documents/576/community-and-stakeholder-engagement-policy
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Examples of current / best practice:  

The amended policy reflects contemporary Local Government practice by: 

¶ Separating policy intent from operational and technical detail.  

¶ Supporting policy with CEO-approved Operational Guidelines.  

¶ Strengthening environmental and water-sensitive design outcomes.  

¶ Clarifying responsibilities for residents, utilities and the City. 

CONSULTATION/ADVERTISING:  

No further consultation is required. 
 

Comments Received  in Support : Administration  Comment:  

Supportive submissions generally endorsed the policy 
direction toward greener, more sustainable and lower-
impact verge treatments.  
 
Key themes included support for increasing urban 
canopy and shade trees, reducing excessive paving 
and synthetic turf, improving biodiversity and urban 
cooling outcomes, encouraging waterwise native 
planting, and enhancing stormwater infiltration.  
 
Several submissions also supported stronger controls 
and enforcement to prevent over-paving of verges and 
improve streetscape amenity. 
 

Administration notes that the supportive submissions 
were generally consistent with the overall intent and 
strategic direction of the draft Verge Policy, 
particularly in relation to increasing urban greening 
outcomes, reducing excessive hardstand, 
discouraging synthetic turf, improving biodiversity 
and supporting urban heat mitigation. 
 
Several submissions also highlighted the importance 
of increasing tree canopy coverage, enhancing 
shade outcomes and encouraging water-sensitive 
verge treatments. These matters are already broadly 
supported through the draft Policy objectives and 
associated guidelines. 
 
Concerns regarding enforcement and compliance 
have also been noted and will continue to be 
managed through the Cityôs existing compliance and 
operational processes. 
 
Administration considers the draft Policy 
appropriately reflects the key themes raised during 
consultation and no substantial amendments are 
recommended as a result of the supportive 
submissions. Minor administrative or wording 
refinements may be undertaken prior to final adoption 
where considered appropriate. 
 

Comments Received  Neither Support Nor Object : Administration  Comment:  

Submissions received that neither expressly supported 
nor objected to the draft Policy generally provided 
observations, suggestions or requests for clarification 
regarding verge treatments, landscaping outcomes 
and implementation.  
 
Common themes included balancing urban greening 
with practical access and parking needs, ensuring 
appropriate tree species selection and shade 
outcomes, maintaining flexibility for residents, and 
encouraging consistent enforcement and maintenance 
standards. 
 

Administration notes that the submissions received 
which neither expressly supported nor objected to the 
draft Policy were generally focused on operational 
matters, implementation considerations and requests 
for clarification rather than opposition to the overall 
policy direction. 
 
Key themes included balancing greening outcomes 
with practical access requirements, consideration of 
appropriate tree species and canopy outcomes, 
flexibility in verge treatments, and consistency in 
maintenance and compliance approaches. These 
matters are considered to be adequately addressed 
within the draft Policy objectives, guidelines and 
operational procedures. 
 
Administration does not consider that the matters 
raised warrant substantial amendment to the draft 
Policy.  
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LEGAL/POLICY:  

Section 2.7(2)(b) of the Local Government Act 1995 provides Council with the power to determine policies.  
 

The Cityôs Corporate Document Development Policy sets out the process for the development and review of 
the Cityôs policy documents.  
 
In accordance with clause 2.3 of the Corporate Document Development Policy:  

 
The purpose of a policy is to provide a general rule or principle to guide Administration and the 
community on the Cityôs decision making and advocacy. 

 
The purpose of the proposed policy is to provide clear principles to guide decision-making and community 
understanding in relation to verge management, planting, parking and general works. 
 

 

The amended Verge Treatment Policy has been prepared in accordance with the Corporate Document 
Development Policy and aligns with: 

¶  City of Vincent Local Government Property Local Law 2021. 

¶  City of Vincent Parking Local Law 2023.  

¶  Road Traffic Code 2000.  

RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS  

Low : Adopting the proposed policy is low risk because this will improve clarity, consistency and 
enforceability, reducing safety and compliance risks.   

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS : 

This is in keeping with the Cityôs Strategic Community Plan 2022-2032:  
 
Enhanced Environment  

Our parks and reserves are maintained, enhanced and accessible for all members of the community. 

https://www.vincent.wa.gov.au/documents/1898/corporate-document-development-policy
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Accessible City  

We have embraced emerging transport technologies. 
 
Connected and Healthy Community  

Our community facilities and spaces are well known and well used. 
 
Thriving Places  

Efficiently managed and maintained City assets in the public realm. 
 
Sensitive Design 

Our planning framework supports quality design, sustainable urban built form and is responsive to our 
community and local context. 
 
Innovative and Accountable  

Our decision-making process is consistent and transparent, and decisions are aligned to our strategic 
direction. 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS:  

Sustainable Vincent Framework  
 
This is in keeping with the following priority objectives of the Cityôs Sustainable Vincent Framework: 
 
Regenerative, green and biodiverse 

PUBLIC HEALTH IMPLICATIONS:  

This is in keeping with the following priority health outcomes of the Cityôs Public Health Plan 2020-2025: 
 
Increased physical activity 

FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS : 

There are no direct financial implications arising from the advertising of the amended policy. Implementation 
will be managed within existing operational and capital budget processes.  

COMMENTS: 

Nil 
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