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13.1  NOTICE OF MOTION - CR CASTLE - PRIVACY SAFEGUARDS FOR SMART GLASSES AT 
CITY FACILITIES 

Attachments: Nil 
  

 
 

That Council: 

1. NOTES that clause 5.3(l) of the City of Vincent Local Government Property Local Law 2021 
prohibits the use of a mobile phone, camera or other recording device to take images or 
recordings of a person in a change room at a community facility without that person’s prior 
express consent. 
 

2. REQUESTS the Chief Executive Officer to prepare a report for Council considering the 
privacy, safety and operational implications associated with the use of smart glasses and 
similar wearable devices with image, video and/or audio recording capabilities at City-owned 
and managed facilities; 
 

3. REQUESTS that the report consider: 
a. the adequacy of existing City policies, conditions of entry, codes of conduct and 

other controls in addressing the use of smart glasses and similar wearable recording 
devices; 
 

b. circumstances in which the use of such devices may create particular privacy, safety 
or community concerns, including at facilities such as aquatic and recreation centres, 
libraries, community facilities, change rooms, public toilet facilities and other areas 
where users may have a heightened expectation of privacy; 
 

c. applicable privacy, surveillance and other relevant legislative requirements, together 
with the City’s existing compliance and enforcement powers; 
 

d. approaches adopted or being considered by other local governments, public facilities 
and relevant public organisations; 
 

e. practical and proportionate options available to the City, including facility rules, 
conditions of entry, signage, communications, staff guidance and enforcement 
protocols; 
 

f. how any proposed controls could distinguish between recording that may 
unreasonably interfere with the privacy of others and legitimate uses of wearable 
technology, including accessibility and assistive purposes; 
 

g.  the operational, financial, legal and enforcement implications of any proposed 
measures; and 
 

h. any recommended amendments to City policies, facility rules, signage, conditions of 
entry or other operational measures. 
 

4. REQUESTS that the report be presented to Council by December 2026. 
 

5. REQUESTS the Chief Executive Officer to consider whether any appropriate interim signage, 
staff guidance or communications should be introduced at higher-risk facilities while the 
report is being prepared. 
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REASON 

Smart glasses and other wearable technologies with integrated cameras, microphones and recording 
capabilities are becoming increasingly available and less visually distinguishable from ordinary eyewear. 
Unlike a mobile phone or conventional camera, it may not always be apparent to people nearby that a 
wearable device is capable of recording them. 

This emerging technology presents potential privacy concerns in public facilities, particularly in environments 
where people may reasonably expect a greater degree of privacy or sensitivity. City facilities are used by 
people of all ages and backgrounds, including children and young people and other potentially vulnerable 
members of the community. The emergence of less visible wearable recording technology makes it timely to 
review whether the City’s existing rules and operational arrangements remain sufficiently clear, practical and 
effective. 

The issue is particularly relevant in facilities such as aquatic and recreation centres, where smart glasses 
may be worn in or around swimming pools and other areas in which the use of conventional cameras or 
recording devices may already be restricted. Similar considerations may arise in public toilet facilities, 
libraries, community centres, events and other City facilities. 

It is also acknowledged that smart glasses and wearable technology can have legitimate and beneficial uses, 
including accessibility and assistive functions. Any response should therefore be proportionate and should 
distinguish between legitimate use of the technology and conduct that may unreasonably interfere with the 
privacy of others. 

I note that Beatty Park’s membership rules and conditions of entry already contain some clauses regarding 
recording in the facility, however these rules may need to be adapted and strengthened given this emerging 
technology. 

A report to Council will inform us of relevant legal framework, emerging practices elsewhere, operational 
implications and the need to balance privacy, accessibility and reasonable use of new technology before 
Council determines whether any changes to City policy or practices are required. 

 
ADMINISTRATION COMMENTS 

Administration supports the Notice of Motion. The proposed report will enable Council to consider the 
effectiveness of existing controls relating to privacy and recording at City facilities, examine emerging risks 
associated with wearable recording technology, and assess any practical and proportionate operational 
responses that may be appropriate. The report will also consider legal, operational and financial implications 
before any changes to City policies, facility rules or practices are recommended. 


