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5.4 SUBMISSION ON WALGA DRAFT CLIMATE CHANGE ADVOCACY POSITION  

Attachments:  1. 2026 WALGA Climate Change Advocacy Position Consultation Paper    
  

RECOMMENDATION:  

That Council ENDORSE S a submission to WALGA  on the draft Climate Change Advocacy Position  
advising that it : 

1. SUPPORTS the draft Climate Change Advocacy Position  in-principle  to recognise the growing 
climate risks facing local government and the critical role of coordinated advocacy , which aligns 
with the Cityôs broader approach to sustainability and climate change including the Sustainable 
Vincent Framework and Enhanced Environment Strategy; and  

2. OUTLINES recommendations to improve and strengthen the draft Climate Change Advocacy 
Position including:  

¶ Explicit recognition of local government climate priorities  and delivery areas such as urban 
tree canopy and Water Sensitive Urban Design, biodiversity protection, circular economy 
and waste minimisation, and the transition to renewable energy and electrification of new 
homes;  

¶ The need for stable, muti -year funding from the State and Federal Governments to deliver 
local outcomes;  

¶ Clearer guidance from the State and Federal Governments to inform local governments in 
achieving Net Zero;  

¶ The need for planning and regulatory reforms to support the  delivery of climate resilient 
housing; and  

¶ A commitment to partnering with and incorporating First Nations knowledge and practices 
in responding to climate change.  

PURPOSE OF REPORT: 

The purpose of this report is for Council to make a submission to WALGA on its draft Climate Change 
Advocacy Position.  
 
The submission focuses on advocacy to: 
 

¶ Ensure that the draft Climate Change Advocacy Position aligns with the Cityôs existing sustainability 
strategy setting that been previously consulted on and approved by Council. 

¶ Strengthen the support and funding available for local governments to adapt to climate change. 

¶ Reinforce the need for regulatory reform (including through the planning system) to support sustainable 
housing outcomes. 

DELEGATION:  

This is being referred to Council because WALGA has requested Council endorsed feedback on the draft 
Climate Change Advocacy Position by 1 May 2026. 
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BACKGROUND:  

Sustainability at the City of Vincent 
 
The Cityôs approach to sustainability includes: 
 

Sustainable Vincent Framework (SVF)  - Approved August 2025 

¶ An overarching sustainability framework. 

¶ Embeds sustainability considerations throughout the City by assigning responsibilities to respective 
business units, aligned with the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals. 

¶ Formalises the Cityôs Net Zero target for Scope 1 and Scope 2 emissions from its operations by 2030. 

Enhanced Environment Strategy (EES)  ï Approved August 2025 

¶ The informing strategy of the Enhanced Environment priority area of the Cityôs Strategic Community 
Plan. 

¶ Outlines the key issues facing the City in relation to the themes of Water Conservation and 
Management, Urban Greening and Biodiversity, and Resource Recovery and Circularity. 

¶ Sets a range of targets for the City and community relating to the strategic management of these 
themes to achieve a water sensitive, greener and circular Vincent. 

Climate Transition Action Plan (CTAP) ï Currently being prepared 

¶ A climate action plan that would align with the Innovative and Accountable priority area of the SCP. 

¶ This would focus on specific climate adaptation, emissions reduction, energy efficiency and transport 
actions to achieve Net Zero. 

¶ This is intended to be progressed through the rest of 2025/26 and completed by the end of 2026/27. 

 
Each of these has a distinct role at Vincent: 
 

¶ The SVF sets the overarching direction. 

¶ The EES focuses on environmental priorities like water, urban greening and waste. 

¶ The CTAP turns our climate goals into clear actions we can measure and deliver. 
 
This ensures a whole-of-organisation approach, where sustainability and climate considerations are 
embedded consistently into decision-making and service delivery. 
 
It also responds to increasing climate risks such as urban heat and water scarcity, and legislative obligations 
under the Local Government Act 1995. 
 
Existing WALGA Climate Change Advocacy Position  
 
Since 2009 WALGA has had a formal advocacy position on climate change.  
 
This was most recently reviewed in 2018, and the current advocacy position is: 
 
Local Government acknowledges: 
 
1. The science is clear: Climate change is occurring and greenhouse gas emissions from human activities 

are the dominant cause. 
2. Climate change threatens human societies and the Earthôs ecosystems. 
3. Urgent action is required to reduce emissions, and to adapt to the impacts from climate change that are 

now unavoidable. 
4. A failure to adequately address this climate change emergency places an unacceptable burden on 

future generations. 
 
Local Government is committed to addressing climate change. 
 
Local Government is calling for: 
 
1. Strong climate change action, leadership and coordination at all levels of government. 
 
2. Effective and adequately funded Commonwealth and State Government climate change policies and 

programs. 
 
 

https://www.vincent.wa.gov.au/documents/2288/sustainable-vincent-framework-2025-2028
https://www.vincent.wa.gov.au/Profiles/vincent/Assets/ClientData/Documents/Council/Agendas/2025/Council_Meeting_12_August_2025/Item_9_4_Outcome_of_Advertising_-_Sustainable_Vincent_Framework_and_Enhanced_Environment_Strategy.pdf
https://www.vincent.wa.gov.au/documents/2293/enhanced-environment-strategy-(ees)-2025-2030
https://www.vincent.wa.gov.au/Profiles/vincent/Assets/ClientData/Documents/Council/Agendas/2025/Council_Meeting_12_August_2025/Item_9_4_Outcome_of_Advertising_-_Sustainable_Vincent_Framework_and_Enhanced_Environment_Strategy.pdf
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Review of WALGA Advocacy Position 
 
WALGA has identified legislative, policy, technological and scientific changes that have occurred since 2018, 
prompting a review of its advocacy position (detailed in Attachment 1) including: 
 

¶ National Climate Change Act 2022 and the Western Australian Climate Change Bill 2023. 

¶ The Local Government Amendment Act 2023, which expanded the general function of local governments 
across Western Australia to include planning for, and mitigating, the risks associated with climate change. 

¶ The release of the Australian Governmentôs National Climate Risk Assessment and National Adaptation 
Plan in 2025. 

¶ Escalation of the transition to renewable energy, uptake of electric vehicles and energy efficiency 
standards under the National Construction Code. 

¶ Climate science and projections (international, national and WA specific) becoming clearer on the risks 
posed by climate change and the need for action to address the consequential impacts. 

 
These legislative changes mean local governments now have clearer responsibilities to plan for and manage 
climate risks. To do this requires adequate support from State and Federal governments. 

DETAILS:  

In January 2026 WALGA released its revised Climate Change Advocacy Position for consultation: 
 
1. Local Government acknowledges the risks associated with, and is committed to, addressing climate 

change. 
 
2. WALGA calls on the Australian and Western Australian Governments to: 
 

(a) Provide the necessary climate leadership, coordination and action to ensure an orderly transition 
to achieve emission reduction targets and address the impacts of climate change. 

 
(b) Provide dedicated funding, guidance and practical support to assist Local Governments to 

undertake emissions reduction and adaption actions. 

CONSULTATION/ADVERTISING:  

The draft Climate Change Advocacy Position is a WALGA initiative, and it is consulting with all local 
governments on this until 1 May 2026. 
 
Community consultation is not required because this is a position that would be adopted by WALGA and 
inform its ongoing advocacy for support from the State and Federal Governments to be provided to all local 
governments in responding to climate change and undertaking emissions reduction and adaption actions. 
 
The Cityôs submission on the Draft Climate Change Advocacy Position is informed by the Strategic 
Community Plan, SVF and EES. 
 
Each of these has been extensively consulted during their preparation. Through these respective 
consultations addressing climate change is a clear priority for our community. 
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LEGAL/POLICY:  

Local Government Act 1995 
 
Section 3.1 of the Local Government Act 1995 sets out: 
 
(1) The general function of a local government is to provide for the good government of persons in its 

district. 
 
1A) Without limiting subsection (1), the general function of a local government must be performed having 

regard to the following - 
 

(a) the need ï 
 

(i) to promote the economic, social and environmental sustainability of the district; and to plan 
for, and 

(ii) to plan for mitigating, risks associated with climate change; and 
(iii) in making decisions, to consider potential long-term consequences and impacts on future 

generations. 

RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS  

Low:  It is low risk for Council to endorse the submission on WALGAôs draft Climate Change Advocacy 
Position. 
 
This because it aligns with the Cityôs Strategic Community Plan, SVF and EES which have been extensively 
consulted on and reflect community priorities. 
 
The draft Climate Change Advocacy Position will ensure that WALGA can lead sector-wide advocacy for all 
local government to receive support from State and Federal Governments in responding to climate change 
within their respective districts. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS:  

This is in keeping with the Cityôs Strategic Community Plan 2022-2032: 
 
Enhanced Environment 

Our urban forest/canopy is maintained and increased. 
We have improved resource efficiency and waste management. 
We have minimised our impact on the environment. 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS:  

Sustainable Vincent Framework 
 
This is in keeping with the following priority objectives of the SVF: 
 
Climate Action (Mitigation & Adaption) ï To educate and facilitate our community and organisation to build 
resilience in the face of climate change. 
Resilient and Low Carbon Infrastructure ï Develop and enhance Vincentôs infrastructure to be adaptable, 
resilient and robust against climate impacts. 
Healthy and Thriving City ï Support and inþuence our wider City to maintain sustainability leadership and 
create thriving places. 
 
Enhanced Environment Strategy 
 
This is in keeping with the following key sustainability outcomes of the EES:  
 
Water Conservation & Management ï A Water Sensitive Vincent. 
Urban Greening & Biodiversity ï A Greener Vincent. 
Resource Conservation & Waste ï A Circular Vincent. 
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PUBLIC HEALTH IMPLICATIONS:  

This is in keeping with the following priority health outcomes of the Cityôs Public Health Plan 2020-2025: 
 
Reduced exposure to environmental health risks 

FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS:  

There are no financial or budget implications from this report. 
 
The draft Climate Change Advocacy Position calls for dedicated funding from State and Federal Governments 
to help local governments to undertake emissions reduction and adaption actions. 
 
Development of the CTAP would include specific climate adaptation, emissions reduction, energy efficiency 
and transport actions to achieve Net Zero. 
 
Opportunities to access external funding would support the City to implement future actions and deliver 
climate resilient projects. 

COMMENTS:  

Administration supports WALGAôs draft Climate Change Advocacy Position: 
 

¶ Alignment with Vincent ï The Advocacy Position aims to strengthen the role of local government as 
climate risks grow.  

 
This strongly aligns with the Cityôs approach to sustainability and addressing climate change that was 
supported by Council in 2025, including the approved SVF and EES, and the CTAP which is currently 
being prepared. 
 
This was developed recognising that the City faces growing climate risks from more frequent and severe 
disaster events, increased heatwaves, and reduced rainfall. 
 
The SVF and the CTAP have a clear focus for the City on climate adaption and emissions reduction to 
achieve Net Zero, while the objectives and targets of the EES would achieve a more water sensitive, 
greener and circular Vincent. 

 

¶ Implementation & Support ï The Advocacy Position recognises that local government needs greater 
funding, coordination and practical support to respond effectively, in the context of capacity and expertise 
pressures facing the sector. 

 
This advocacy is critical to ensuring that there is State and Federal Government support available as the 
City implements the SVF, EES and future CTAP. 
 
Increased and ongoing support in the form of funding, resourcing and clear guidance would help the City 
in translating local commitments into practical outcomes as it adapts to the escalating impacts of climate 
change. 

 

¶ Recommendations to Draft Advocacy Position ï Administration has the following recommendations to 
strengthen WALGAôs final Climate Change Advocacy Position. 

 
These reflect the Cityôs strategic commitments and would ensure the final advocacy position supports all 
local governments to meet their legal responsibilities and deliver practical climate outcomes for their 
communities. 
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Recommendation Administration Comment 

Explicit 
recognition of 
local government 
climate priorities 

The Advocacy Position should be strengthened to specifically refer to the priority 
delivery areas for local governments, including: 
 

¶ Urban heat mitigation and expanded urban canopy programs. 

¶ Water security and Water Sensitive Urban Design (WSUD) implementation. 

¶ Biodiversity protection, including ecological corridors and soil health. 

¶ Circular economy transition and waste minimisation systems. 

¶ Transition to renewable energy including EV charging infrastructure and 
electrification of new and existing homes. 

 

These reflect the priority areas of the EES and advocacy positions of Council. 
 
Cleary stating these opportunities would provide a pathway for targeted support 
and funding to deliver projects within these priority areas. 
 

These funding commitments should be secured through the establishment of a 
long-term Local Government Climate Resilience & Transition Fund. 
 

This would ensure these projects can be delivered by local government to support 
climate change mitigation and adaption responses without increasing the financial 
burden, such as has been experienced by the City in responding to PSHB. 

Stable, multi-year 
funding to deliver 
local outcomes 

Clearer guidance 
for Net Zero 
pathways 

The Advocacy Position should be strengthened for greater Federal and State 
Government guidance on: 
 

¶ Scope 1ï3 emissions accounting and reporting standards. 

¶ The use of offsets to ensure local governments across the sector make 
financially responsible and well-informed decisions in achieving Net Zero. 

¶ Support for operational and community Net Zero planning. 
 

Clear guidance is important for benchmarking and compliance across the Local 
Government sector to ensure that emissions accounting and abatement to 
achieving Net Zero is consistent. 

Planning and 
regulatory 
reforms 

The Advocacy Position should be strengthened to include specific reform actions 
such as: 
 

¶ Enabling mechanisms for mature tree retention on private land. 

¶ Legislative support for WSUD and climate-responsive design in infill 
development. 

¶ Standards supporting heat-resilient materials and landscaping. 

¶ Home energy efficiency including existing housing stock and support for 
people renting properties to improve their homes. 

¶ Enabling the shift to electrification by banning gas connections for new 
homes and removing barriers to enable kerbside EV charging. 

 
In addition to the SVF and EES, the City has had long-standing local planning 
policy positions to support improved tree canopy and the implementation of 
Environmentally Sustainable Design measures. 
 
But these have not been able to be enforced because of the need to obtain State 
Government approval which has not been provided. 
 
Targeting reform to planning and other legislation would enable local government 
to support meaningful change for greener and more sustainable housing. 
 
This would be a short and long-term benefit to our community in the face of an 
increasingly hotter climate but cannot be achieved without change to State 
Government legislation. 

First Nations 
partnership 
principle 

The Advocacy Position should include an explicit commitment to First Nations 
knowledge, co-design and climate resilience partnerships. 
 
This would align with the EES which emphasises collaboration with Whadjuk 
Noongar Traditional Owners and incorporation of land management practices. 



COUNCIL BRIEFING  14 APRIL 2026  

Item 5.4- Attachment 1 Page 7 

 

  



COUNCIL BRIEFING  14 APRIL 2026  

Item 5.4- Attachment 1 Page 8 

  



COUNCIL BRIEFING  14 APRIL 2026  

Item 5.4- Attachment 1 Page 9 

  



COUNCIL BRIEFING  14 APRIL 2026  

Item 5.4- Attachment 1 Page 10 

  



COUNCIL BRIEFING  14 APRIL 2026  

Item 5.4- Attachment 1 Page 11 

  



COUNCIL BRIEFING  14 APRIL 2026  

Item 5.4- Attachment 1 Page 12 

  



COUNCIL BRIEFING  14 APRIL 2026  

Item 5.4- Attachment 1 Page 13 

  



COUNCIL BRIEFING  14 APRIL 2026  

Item 5.4- Attachment 1 Page 14 

  



COUNCIL BRIEFING  14 APRIL 2026  

Item 5.4- Attachment 1 Page 15 

  



COUNCIL BRIEFING  14 APRIL 2026  

Item 5.4- Attachment 1 Page 16 

  



COUNCIL BRIEFING  14 APRIL 2026  

Item 5.4- Attachment 1 Page 17 

  


