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5.2 OUTCOME OF ADVERTISING, AND ADOPTION OF THE CITYôS PUBLIC HEALTH PLAN 2026 
ï 2031 

Attachments:  1. Public Health Plan 2026 -2031   
2. Summary of Submissions and Administration Comment   
3. Stakeholder Feedback: Cancer Council WA   
4. Stakeholder Feedback: Royal Life Saving WA   
5. Stakeholder Feedback: Neami National    

  

RECOMMENDATION:  

That Council APPROVE the Public Health Plan 2026 -2031 included in Attachment 1.  

PURPOSE OF REPORT: 

For Council to consider the outcomes of community consultation on the Public Health Plan 2026-2031 (the 
draft Plan) (Attachment 1 ). 

DELEGATION:  

Section 45 of the Public Health Act 2016 (the Act) sets out the requirements for all Local Governments to 
prepare a Public Health Plan for its ódistrictô that is consistent with the State Public Health Plan. 
 
There is no delegation to Administration to approve the Plan. 

BACKGROUND:  

At its meeting held on 10 February 2026, Council approved the draft Public Health Plan for the purposes of 
community consultation. 
 
The purpose of a local government Public Health Plan is to set priorities and actions to promote, prevent, 
protect and enable the public health of its community , working collaboratively with external agencies, 
while considering the specific needs of the local population. 
 
A Public Health Plan is a high-level strategy, supported by an annual action plan which aligns to the Cityôs 
Strategic Community Plan 2022-2032 priorities and is to inform the Corporate Business Plan and annual 
budgets. 
 
The Public Health Plan would: 
 

¶ Fulfill statutory obligations under the Public Health Act 2016. 

¶ Replace the Cityôs Public Health Plan 2020-2025 which reached the end of its life in November 2025. 

¶ Reflect updated health data, trends, and the Cityôs strategic direction. 

¶ Outlines the Cityôs health profile, key priorities including mental health and climate-related health 
impacts. 

¶ Set deliverables across 18 priority areas under five pillars of public health. 
  

https://www.vincent.wa.gov.au/about-vincent/council/council-meeting-dates/agendas-minutes.aspx
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DETAILS:  

Community Consultation 
 
The draft Public Health Plan was advertised for 21 days from 13 February to 6 March 2026 in accordance 
with the Cityôs Community and Stakeholder Engagement Policy. A survey on Imagine Vincent was available 
digitally and through hard copy, advertised through: 
 

¶ Notices displayed at the Cityôs website and the Cityôs Administration building and Vincent Library. 

¶ A news item on the City of Vincent website, published on 13 February. 

¶ An article in the fortnightly e-news (26 February) and business e-newsletter (5 March). 

¶ Social media posts through Facebook and Instagram on 17th February, 18 February, 24 February, and 
3 March. 

¶ Digital displays and screens at Beatty Park, Vincent library and the Administration building.  

¶ Postcards displayed for the community to take from Vincent Library and Beatty Park.  

¶ An email sent to community members on 28 February who had previously asked to be kept updated on 
the Public Health Plan. 

¶ Two in-person events at Vincent Library on 24 February and Beatty Park on 18 February where 
administration staff engaged with approximately 60 community members. 

¶ Emails to stakeholders sent on 29 January (providing early notice), 16 February and 25 February. 
 
The estimated total reach of the consultation was 12,804. 
 
The results of community consultation are summarised below. 
 

 
The draft Plan was very well received. The following themes were mentioned the most frequently in the 
optional comment boxes: 
 

¶ Mental health. 

¶ Strong support and endorsement of the draft Plan, vision and strategic priority areas. 

¶ Climate and environmental conditions. 

¶ Social connection and community cohesion. 
 
Examples of community comments received include: 
 

¶ ñItôs a great vision to have a positive feedback loop between an environment which promotes people 
thriving and thriving people who invest and contribute to an environment theyôre proud ofò. 

¶ ñI think itôs a very comprehensive document that has diligently addressed the most important matters 
and great to see the right things prioritisedò. 

¶ ñAbsolutely [support the two strategic priority areas], great to finally see mental health at the forefront 
and serious considerations being taken to address the very real effects of climate changeò. 

 
A summary of submissions, and Administrationôs response is included in Attachment 2 . 
 
Submissions highlighted themes which are consistent with the strategic direction of the draft Plan and its 
intended outcomes. This alignment validates the draft Planôs strategic positioning and direction and will 
inform its implementation, with progress reported annually. 
 
No modifications to the draft Plan are required from community feedback. 
 
  

Community Consultation  Total 
submissions  

Supportive  % 
Supportive  

Unsupportive  Unsure  

Draft PHP overall 34 31 91% 0 3 

Draft PHP vision 34 33 97% 0 1 

Two strategic priority areas (mental 
health and impact of climate change 
on health) 

34 33 97% 0 1 

https://www.vincent.wa.gov.au/documents/576/community-and-stakeholder-engagement-policy
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Stakeholder Submissions 
 
Feedback was received from key health sector and government stakeholders including North Metropolitan 
Health Service, Cancer Council WA, Royal Life Saving WA, Injury Matters and Neami National. 
 
Stakeholders praised the holistic, community-focused approach the City has taken to public health planning. 
The draft Plan is a strategic document that sets direction and priorities, enabling the City to respond to 
emerging public health issues while retaining flexibility in how implementation occurs. 
 
Feedback related to matters of operational detail, which sit outside the scope of the draft Plan and will inform 
its implementation over time. Progress against the Plan will be reported annually. This approach allows the 
City to respond to emerging public health issues without needing to formally amend the draft Plan. 
 
Where specific amendments to wording or requests for additional detail have been made, these and 
Administration comments are detailed in Attachment 2 . These changes are minor in nature and do not alter 
the intent or direction of the Plan. 
 
The below table provides a summary of proposed changes to the draft Plan: 
 

Stakeholder  Submission theme  Modifications to draft PHP  

North 
Metropolitan 
Health Service 
 
Submission 
received via 
text comments 
on draft PHP. 

Submitter suggested modification of 
language in draft PHP to align more with 
values-based messaging; to highlight 
living environments as the largest 
contributor to health and wellbeing 
outcomes, rather than individual 
responsibility. 

Small adjustments will be made to 
language throughout draft PHP to align 
better with values-based messaging, for 
example: An increasing number of 
Australians are living with long-term 
health problems and chronic diseases, 
often linked to how we live, eat and move.  

Cancer Council 
WA 
 
Copy of full 
submission at 
Attachment 3 . 

Submitter gave strong endorsement of the 
draft PHP, coupled with recommendations 
to further strengthen cancer-prevention 
efforts across risk areas, including the 
importance of healthy food environments 
and active living, expanding alcohol harm-
prevention measures, elevating skin 
cancer prevention through UV-reduction 
strategies, maintaining momentum on 
smoke and vape-control measures, and 
embedding of public health principles into 
local law reviews and lease agreements. 
These matters will inform implementation 
of the PHP, with progress reported on 
annually. 

Wording modification on page 36 of draft 
PHP to reflect inclusion of UV as a health 
risk, and that shade can be natural or 
built: 
Increased shade (whether natural or 
built)  and greenery help prevent heat-
related illness, reduce UV exposure and 
support active lifestyles. 
 
Modification of deliverable 1.1 to: Embed 
public health and wellbeing principles into 
the City of Vincentôs strategic plans, 
policies, local laws and lease 
agreements . 

Injury Matters 
 
Submission 
received via 
Imagine Vincent 
survey. 

Submitter provided support for the 
inclusion of objectives and actions around 
both climate and mental health, noting that 
both impact injury rates. Submitter noted 
support for actions around the built 
environment, and development of a 
council endorsed position on alcohol 
management. 

No modifications. 

Royal Life 
Saving WA 
 
Copy of full 
submission at 
Attachment 4 . 

Submitter offered strong support for the 
draft PHP, noting its comprehensive and 
partnership-focused approach. Submitter 
gave suggestions to further strengthen 
injury prevention in the aquatic and 
drowning space. This feedback will inform 
implementation of the PHP, with progress 
reported annually. 

No modifications. 
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Stakeholder  Submission theme  Modifications to draft PHP  

Neami National 
 
Copy of full 
submission at 
Attachment 5 . 

Submitter noted that the draft is strong. 
Submitter offered refinements on sector-
aligned terminology, and more explicitly 
referencing commercial determinants of 
health as risk factors for mental ill-health. 
Submitter offered suggestions for 
strengthening work in suicide prevention. 
This feedback will inform implementation 
of the PHP, with progress reported 
annually. 

Small adjustments to language in three 
areas of the draft PHP, for example 
referencing that community connection 
can be in -person and online . 

LEGAL/POLICY:  

Section 45 of the Public Health Act 2016 sets out the requirements for all local governments to prepare a 
local PHP that applies to its local government district. It is a requirement of the Public Health Act 2016 that 
local governments publish a PHP by 4 June 2026. 
 
Under Section 45 of the Public Health Act (2016), a local PHP must: 
 

¶ Be consistent with the State Public Health Plan for Western Australia. 

¶ Identify local public health needs. 

¶ Examine data on health factors. 

¶ Set objectives and policy priorities for public health improvements. 

RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS  

Low:  It is low risk for Council to adopt the draft PHP because: 
 

¶ The draft PHP builds on progress already started in the PHP 2020ï2025. Administration have carefully 
considered new directions for progress in consultation with community and Council feedback, local 
health data, and priorities set by the State PHP. 

¶ Community and stakeholder consultation was overwhelmingly positive. Only minor modifications were 
made to the draft PHP following community and stakeholder consultation, none of which change the 
strategic direction of the PHP. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS:  

This is in keeping with the Cityôs Strategic Community Plan 2022-2032: 
 
Enhanced Environment 

Our parks and reserves are maintained, enhanced and are accessible for all members of the community. 
Our urban forest/canopy is maintained and increased. 
We have improved resource efficiency and waste management. 
We have minimised our impact on the environment. 
 
Accessible City 

Our pedestrian and cyclist networks are well designed, connected, accessible and encourage increased use. 
 
Connected and Healthy Community 

We have enhanced opportunities for our community to build relationships and connections with each other 
and the City. 
Our many cultures are celebrated. 
We recognise, engage and partner with the Whadjuk Noongar people and culture. 
Our community facilities and spaces are well known and well used. 
We are an inclusive, accessible and equitable City for all. 
We protect, improve and promote public health and wellbeing within Vincent. 
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Thriving Places 
 
Efficiently managed and maintained City assets in the public realm. 
Our town centres and gathering spaces are safe, easy to use and attractive places where pedestrians have 
priority. 
 
Sensitive Design 

Our planning framework supports quality design, sustainable urban built form and is responsive to our 
community and local context. 
More people living in and working in or enjoying our town centres. 
 
Innovative and Accountable 

We deliver our services, projects and programs in the most inclusive, efficient, effective and sustainable way 
possible. 
We engage with our community so they are involved in what we are doing and how we are meeting our 
goals. 
Our decision-making process is consistent and transparent, and decisions are aligned to our 
strategic direction. 
We embrace good ideas or innovative approaches to our work to get better outcomes for Vincent and our 
community. 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS:  

Sustainable Vincent Framework  
 
This is in keeping with the following priority objectives of the Cityôs Sustainable Vincent Framework: 
 
Climate Action (Mitigation & Adaption) 
Healthy and thriving city 
Regenerative, green and biodiverse 
Resource conservation 
 
Enhanced Environment Strategy  
 
This is in keeping with the following key sustainability outcomes of the Cityôs Enhanced Environment 
Strategy 2025-2030:  
 
Resource Conservation & Waste - A Circular Vincent 
Water Conservation & Management - A Water Sensitive Vincent 

FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS:  

There are no financial or budget implications that would arise through adopting the draft PHP. Any future 
budget allocations to implement the draft PHP would be considered through annual budget processes. 
Applications for external grant funding would be made as opportunities arise. 

COMMENTS: 

The draft Public Health Plan highlights two strategic priority areas of work: 
 
1. Mental health (óThriving mindsô); and 
 
2. The impact of the climate and biodiversity emergency on public health. 
 
The draft Public Health Plan lists 18 priority areas overall. Priorities have been carefully crafted while 
considering: 
 

¶ City of Vincent Health Profile and Local Health Data Analysis, provided by the Department of Health. 

¶ Consideration of the State Public Health Plan. 

¶ Community and Stakeholder Consultation. 

¶ Strategic alignment, Council and Administration Priority Setting. 
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Priority areas included within the draft Public Health Plan are as follows. 
 

Thriving minds ï mental health Climate emergency 

Strategic initiatives Healthy and safe communities 

Health literacy Healthy urban planning and design of communities 

Healthy living environments Healthy and active travel 

Healthy, accessible and sustainable food and drink Healthy streets 

Healthy social connections through activities and 
programs 

Thriving parks, thriving people 

Inclusive communities Environmental health 

Healthy and safe events Emergency management 

Thriving body, thriving mind: Sport and recreation Promote community wellbeing by reducing waste 
and safeguarding natural resources and 
environments 

 
The draft Public Health Plan 2026-2031 (Attachment 1 ) represents the Cityôs next major step in 
strengthening community health and wellbeing. The draft PHP would continue to build on the significant 
progress made in the PHP 2020-2025 and continue to position the City as a leader in public health. 
 
Developed in alignment with the State Public Health Plan 2025, it provides a clear strategic direction that is 
grounded in local data, informed by extensive engagement, and supported by strong participation from both 
the community and key health sector partners. 
 
Throughout the process of planning, analysis and consultation for the draft PHP, Administration has 
consistently worked with community, key stakeholders, and elected members to refine the Planôs direction, 
ensuring the final draft is well-positioned to address the most significant health challenges facing the Vincent 
community. 
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