ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 10 MARCH 2026

131 NOTICE OF MOTION - CR NICOLE WOOLF AND MAYOR ALISON XAMON - NATIVE BIRD
PROTECTION AND PREPAREDNESS FOR AN AVIAN FLU OUTBREAK

TRIM Ref: D25/73859
Attachments: Nil

That, in light of the increasing and multifaceted threats facing native birds, that Council REQUESTS:

1. the Chief Executive Officer to prepare a report to be provided to a Council Workshop by July
2026 detailing:

1.1. a proposed approach for the City to prepare for a potential avian flu outbreak; and

1.2. recommendations on additional measures the City could take to better protect native
birds noting indicative costs and resource requirements.

2. the report explore initiatives including:
2.1. reviewing lighting strategies to minimise disruption to nocturnal and migratory species;
2.2. reviewing street tree pruning practices to better protect birds and nests;
2.3. installing more shaded water sources and nesting boxes in public areas;
2.4. promoting bird-safe urban design;
2.5. providing subsidies for nest box installations on private property;
2.6. expanding community engagement in bird conservation; and
2.7. installing signage that discourages bird feeding in public spaces.
REASON
The City of Vincent has already taken strong steps to protect native birds, including action on rodenticides,
cat containment, tree protection, planting bird-attracting vegetation, installation of nesting boxes and
community engagement activities relating to bird conservation.
Native birds are now facing an escalating and multifaceted crisis, due to:
habitat loss and fragmentation, including threats like the polyphagous shot hole borer;
climate change, which disrupts breeding cycles and food sources;

predators such as cats and foxes; and
emerging disease and biosecurity risks.

One of the most serious looming threats is avian influenza. The highly pathogenic strain HSN1 has caused
mass deaths of birds and mammals overseas and continues to spread rapidly. While it has not yet been
detected in Australia, it is the only continent free of this strain. Migratory shorebirds could potentially bring the
virus into Australia, with large numbers of these birds stopping along WA'’s north-west during their annual
migration.

A local outbreak could devastate already vulnerable native species and force emergency responses such as
mass culling. Biosecurity agencies have urged preparedness, including at the local level. The Australian
Government has highlighted local government responsibilities in raising awareness, monitoring wildlife health
and supporting local biosecurity responses. The Australian Local Government Association is advocating for
councils to be included in national preparedness funding. Despite this, there are no publicly available
examples of dedicated avian flu preparedness plans by Australian local governments.

In Western Australia, the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions has developed high-level
response strategies to protect key species and high-risk conservation sites. This work, however, does not
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replace the need for practical preparedness at the local level, particularly in urban areas where council-
owned land, street trees and community education play a key role. Bringing forward a preparedness plan for
avian flu would position Vincent as a local government leader on an emerging national issue.

Meanwhile rising numbers of magpies with an unexplained neurological condition causing paralysis were
reported in the 2024/25 spring and summer, (with cases continuing in 2025-26) - another example of the
growing disease risk to native birdlife.

ADMINISTRATION COMMENTS
The Australian and State Governments are preparing for the arrival of H5 Bird Flu in Australia.

H5 Bird Flu is a serious and highly contagious strain that has moved quickly around the world. While
Australia currently remains free of H5 Bird Flu, the threat of the virus entering, most likely from migrating wild
birds, has increased. Key factors to note are —

e It can infect wild birds, poultry, pet birds and other animals.

e Eradication in wildlife is not considered feasible.

e Human infections are rare and typically occur after close contact with infected birds, animals or

contaminated environments. The risk to Australians is low.
e There is no vaccination (for birds or humans).

The Western Australian Local Government Association (WALGA) has been working towards ensuring that
local governments are informed and prepared for H5 Bird Flu as a priority. WALGA is providing input into the
development of the State Response Plan and is working with the State Government to ensure relevant
communication materials are available to all local governments.

The Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development (DPIRD) is Western Australia’s Hazard
Management Agency for H5 Bird Flu. For more information visit Avian influenza (bird flu) and
https://www.wa.gov.au/organisation/department-of-primary-industries-and-regional-development/avian-
influenza.

The Federal Government has provided the following information to date -
- Info sheet - Advice for LGs
- Information on response related to wildlife and bird flu
- Atoolkit for people who work with birds
- Information for bird owners
- Health information about bird flu (national)

In respect to the State Response Plan the following is identified as the role of local government -
e To support the community with key messaging — DPRID, WALGA and other State Agencies will lead
generation of content, and will focus around three key messages:
o Avoid — do not touch dead birds or other animals
o Record - take photos or a video, record your location (Snap, Send, Solve)
o Report — 5 or more sick or dead animals — Emergency Animal Disease 1800 675 888; 5 or
less sick or dead animals — Wildlife Helpline 9474 9055
o Waste management support —likely to be multi-agency response with DPIRD as lead.

City Teams to be involved are likely to be Environmental Health, Communications and Marketing, Waste and
Recycling, Rangers and Parks.

WALGA has requested contacts from each local government so that information can be shared. Tools are
being generated in conjunction with DPIRD and other State Government Agencies, and will include:
o Emergency Waste Management Plan template
Waste calculator
Disposal requirements
Key messaging for the community
Guidance for LG officers — PPE requirements

Given the above, Administration’s approach to an Avian Flu outbreak will be determined and guided
by the State Government.
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Administration is unaware when the State Government’s Response Plan will be available to local
government to review. Consequentially it is premature to dedicate resources to consider the City’s response
and set a timeframe for a report to be returned to Council.

Once the Response Plan is available, Administration will review and prepare an item for Council Workshop.
The Workshop report can address in further detail the City’s approach within the Response Plan’s
parameters and consider the initiatives under part 2 of the Notice of Motion.

For the interim, Administration can provide information on its website with relevant links to state and federal
government advice.

For information, Administration notes the following —

e reviewing street tree pruning practices to better protect birds and nests
The City’s street tree pruning contractors are advised to skip trees if active nests are identified. Western
Power has significant influence in street tree pruning under powerlines Guidelines for the management
of vegetation near power lines. The City’s progress towards underground power will mitigate the need to
respond to Western Power’s requirements.

o installing more shaded water sources and nesting boxes in public areas
Due to the success of the cockie bird watering station in front of the Administration building,
Administration has purchased an additional, three new stations. These are to be installed in the coming
weeks in parks frequented by Black Cockatoos (Britannia Road Reserve, Banks Reserve and Birdwood
Square). Subject to available budget, the intention is to purchase more by the end of the financial year.

e providing subsidies for nest box installations on private property
Administration can pursue some costings associated with purchasing and installing nesting boxes in City
owned trees in the coming months following some requests from the community. Note: The City has a
number of boxes in public open space but they regularly become homes to bee hives.

e expanding community engagement in bird conservation
This can be pursued in conjunction with the State Response Plan material, along with any initiatives
regarding nesting boxes, watering opportunities, efc.

¢ installing signage that discourages bird feeding in public spaces
The City currently has signage at Hyde Park and Smiths Lake. Signage locations can be expanded to
sites where feeding of birds is prevalent.
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