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6.3 OUTCOME OF ADVERTISING AND ADOPTION OF AMENDED POLICY RIGHTS OF WAY 

Attachments: 1. Rights of Way Policy   
2. Policy Laneways and Rights of Way 2.2.8   
3. Rights of Way Policy - Survey Results    

  

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council ADOPTS the Rights of Way Policy at Attachment 1, which replaces Policy Laneways 
and Rights of Way 2.2.8 at Attachment 2.  

PURPOSE OF REPORT: 

To present the outcome of community consultation and seek approval of the proposed Rights of Way Policy 
at Attachment 1. 

DELEGATION: 

Section 2.7 of the Local Government Act 1995 sets out the Role of Council as being to ‘determine the local 
government’s policies’. There is no delegation to Administration to make, review or repeal policies. 

BACKGROUND: 

At its 10 February 2026 Meeting, Council approved conducting community consultation of its intention to 
amend the Policy Laneways and Rights of Way 2.2.8.   
 
In accordance with the City’s Community and Stakeholder Engagement Policy, community consultation was 
undertaken between 18 March 2026 and 15 April 2026 which is more than the 21 days required. 

The policy was advertised on the City of Vincent website, social media and through the following public 
notices:  

• The consultation webpage was published on the Imagine Vincent website from 18 March 2026 to 15 
April 2026. 

• News Item on the City’s website – 57 unique visitors and 72 number of views. 

• E- news publication on 26 March 2026 estimated to have reached 10,031 of people; and 

• Notice exhibited on the notice board at the City’s Administration and Library and Local History 
Centre. 

 
Administration received 2 submissions, both unsure as summarised at Attachment 3. There was one 
additional late submission received via email.  

DETAILS: 

Requirement for a documented City position (including community need or legislative requirement): 

The amended Rights of Way Policy provides a clear, contemporary City position on the ownership, 
acquisition, closure, maintenance, upgrade and amenity of rights of way, irrespective of ownership. The 
Policy:  

• Establishes rights of way as strategic City assets.  

• Clarifies responsibilities based on ownership.  

• Formalises the City’s intent to proactively acquire private rights of way where appropriate.  

• Provides a defensible framework for closure, access management and beautification.  
 
Detailed technical, procedural and construction requirements are now contained within Operational 
Guidelines, approved under CEO delegation, ensuring flexibility while retaining Council oversight of strategic 
direction. 
 
Examples of current / best practice: 

The separation of policy from operational guidelines aligns with contemporary local government governance 
practice and reduces the need for frequent Council amendments when technical standards change.  
 

https://www.vincent.wa.gov.au/documents/576/community-and-stakeholder-engagement-policy
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The amended Policy also aligns with:  

• Land Administration Act 1997.  

• Local Government Act 1995.  

• WAPC Planning Bulletin 33 – Rights-of-Way or Laneways in Established Areas.  

• Asset-management best practice and renewal programming. 

CONSULTATION/ADVERTISING: 

No further consultation is required. 
 

Comments Received in Support: Administration Comment: 

Nil  
 

Nil  

Comments Received Neither Support Nor Object: Administration Comment: 

A total of three submissions were received in relation 
to the draft Rights of Way Policy, comprising two 
submissions during the formal consultation period and 
one late submission received following the close of 
consultation. 
 
Key themes raised included maintaining vehicle 
access and manoeuvrability, understanding impacts 
on strata and shared access arrangements, and 
recognising the evolving role of Rights of Way as 
shared community spaces with increasing pedestrian 
and active transport use. Feedback generally 
supported a balanced and context-sensitive approach 
to access, safety and amenity outcomes. 
 
 

Based on the feedback received, the comments do 
not currently indicate a need for substantive changes 
to the draft Rights of Way Policy itself. The issues 
raised largely relate to implementation, 
communication and site-specific access concerns, 
rather than the overall policy direction. 
 
However, the feedback does reinforce the 
importance of: 

• ensuring existing access arrangements and 
vehicle manoeuvrability are carefully 
considered when assessing any proposed 
changes to a ROW;  

• providing clear guidance and communication 
to affected residents and strata councils 
regarding potential impacts; and  

• continuing stakeholder engagement during 
implementation and assessment processes.  

 
The submissions do not currently warrant substantive 
changes to the draft Policy, however the matters 
raised will help inform future Operational Guidelines, 
implementation processes and site-specific 
assessments. 
 

LEGAL/POLICY: 

Section 2.7(2)(b) of the Local Government Act 1995 provides Council with the power to determine policies.  
 

The City’s Corporate Document Development Policy sets out the process for the development and review of 
the City’s policy documents.  
 
In accordance with clause 2.3 of the Corporate Document Development Policy:  

 
The purpose of a policy is to provide a general rule or principle to guide Administration and the 
community on the City’s decision making and advocacy; 

 
The purpose of the proposed policy is to provide high-level principles to guide decision-making, with 
operational detail contained in CEO-approved guidelines. 
 

https://www.vincent.wa.gov.au/documents/1898/corporate-document-development-policy
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The draft amended Rights of Way Policy is supported by, and consistent with, the following legislation and 
statutory frameworks: 

• Land Administration Act 1997 – relating to acquisition, dedication and closure of rights of way. 

• Transfer of Land Act 1893 – relating to easements and interests in land. 

• Road Traffic (Administration) Act 2008 and Road Traffic Code 2000 – relating to the definition, 
regulation and use of roads and public thoroughfares.  

• Planning and Development Act 2005 – relating to development access and infrastructure 
contributions.  

• Relevant City of Vincent Local Laws.  

RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 

Low: Adopting the proposed policy is low risk because this will reduce risks by:  

• Improving legislative and procedural clarity.  

• Strengthening defensibility of acquisition and closure decisions. 

• Ensuring consistent, transparent management of rights of way. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS: 

This is in keeping with the City’s Strategic Community Plan 2022-2032:  
 
Connected and Healthy Community 

Our community facilities and spaces are well known and well used. 
 
Thriving Places  

Efficiently managed and maintained City assets in the public realm. 
 
Sensitive Design  

Our planning framework supports quality design, sustainable urban built form and is responsive to our 
community and local context. 
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Innovative and Accountable  

Our decision-making process is consistent and transparent, and decisions are aligned to our strategic 
direction. 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS: 

Sustainable Vincent Framework 

This is in keeping with the following priority objectives of the City’s Sustainable Vincent Framework: 
 
Resilient and low carbon infrastructure 
 

PUBLIC HEALTH IMPLICATIONS: 

This is in keeping with the following priority health outcomes of the City’s Public Health Plan 2020-2025: 
 
Reduced injuries and a safer community 

FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS: 

There are no immediate financial implications arising from advertising the amended Policy. Future works will 
continue to be prioritised through existing asset-management and renewal programs. 

COMMENTS: 

Nil 
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