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13.1 NOTICE OF MOTION - CR WOOLF - SAFE TRADING SITE 

Attachments: Nil 
  

 

That Council REQUESTS the Chief Executive Officer present a report to Council within three months with a 
recommended implementation model for a safe trading site in the City of Vincent for online marketplace 
exchanges. The report should address: 

• An appropriate location in a high foot traffic area, close to parking and public transport 

• Site infrastructure, including lighting, CCTV, seating, shade, accessibility and signage  

• Public communications  

• Resource and cost implication 

REASON 

While online trading through platforms such as Facebook Marketplace is routine, it carries real safety risks 
including theft, intimidation, physical harm and unsafe in-person exchanges. Many transactions occur at 
private homes, carparks or isolated locations. 

In Victoria, ‘Safer Exchange Sites’ have now been permanently established at 35 police stations following a 
successful trial which found a decrease in thefts and robberies linked to online sales, as well as strong 
community uptake. The sites provide clearly signed, well lit, CCTV-covered locations for buyers and sellers. 

While a safe trading site will not prevent all cyber or payment-based scams, it directly reduces the risk of 
physical harm, intimidation and unsafe in-person exchanges. A designated site also allows residents to vet 
unknown sellers or buyers – if someone refuses to meet at a well-lit, CCTV-covered public location, that 
reluctance itself can be a red flag. 

As WA Police has confirmed it does not currently plan to roll out Safer Exchange Sites in Western Australia, 
this creates space for local governments to lead. 

The City of Stirling has established a 12-month trial at 679 Beaufort Street Mount Lawley, with establishment 
costs estimated at $3,000, and early feedback is positive. 

This motion seeks a practical, decision-ready implementation model so Council can make an informed 
determination on location, design, cost, operation and whether a trial or permanent site is pursued in 
response to a demonstrated community safety need. 

ADMINISTRATION COMMENTS 

Supported. Administration will consider this proposal and provide Council with a report on possible 
implementation at a site within the City of Vincent which doesn’t duplicate the City of Stirling trial site on 
Beaufort Street.  
 


