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13.1 NOTICE OF MOTION - MAYOR ALISON XAMON - LANEWAY UPGRADE PROGRAM 

Attachments: Nil 
  

 

That Council REQUESTS the Chief Executive Officer to investigate the establishment of a program to 
beautify and activate laneways throughout the City as part of the preparation of the 2025/26 Annual 
Budget. This includes the possibility of a small grants program to support its implementation. 

REASON 

Our residential laneways are often forgotten and left to be spaces for cars rather than people. 
 
There is the opportunity for the City to build on the success of existing programs such as Adopt-A-Verge to 
empower residents to work with their neighbours to beautify and activate their laneways. 
 
By providing a framework to take these opportunities up, the City would positively contribute towards creating 
a sense of community and ownership amongst residents and shared responsibility for the upkeep of 
laneways. 

ADMINISTRATION COMMENTS 

Supported. 
 
Laneways provide an essential function to the community by providing servicing and access to existing 
homes. They also provide connectivity for pedestrians and cyclists to surrounding parks and amenities. 
 
By improving the quality of laneways there is the opportunity for these to be more pleasant and safe 
environments for users and surrounding residents. 
 
Administration can investigate a program to encourage residents to beautify and activate their laneways 
through opportunities including: 
 

• Landscaping and planting; 

• Improved lighting; 

• Public art and mural installation; and/or 

• Improved wayfinding and signage.  
 
This would expand on existing initiatives that are already implemented through the City’s various strategies, 
plans and programs. 
 
Any program would need to be supported with adequate funding as part of the annual budget and ensure it 
can be successfully delivered within existing staff resourcing capacity. 
 
Beautification and activation opportunities would need to be balanced with the need to ensure that the 
primary function of maintaining safe vehicle access for users of laneways, servicing requirements are met, 
and that the amenity of the area is preserved and enhanced. 
 
The successful development and implementation of a laneway improvement program would benefit the 
community by enhancing the liveability, functionality and aesthetics of our neighbourhoods. 
 


