
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 12 AUGUST 2025 

Item 9.4 Page 1 

9.4 OUTCOME OF ADVERTISING - SUSTAINABLE VINCENT FRAMEWORK AND ENHANCED 
ENVIRONMENT STRATEGY 

Attachments:  1. Sustainable Vincent Framework   
2. Enhanced Environment Strategy   
3. Summary of Submissions - Sustainable Vincent Framework   
4. Summary of Submissions - Enhanced Environment Strategy   
5. Schedule of Modifications    

  

RECOMMENDATION:  

That Council  pursuant to Section 2.7(2)(b) of the Local Government Act 1995 resolves to APPROVE 
the Enhanced Environment Strategy  included in Attachment 1, and the Sustainable Vincent 
Framework  included in Attachment 2.  

PURPOSE OF REPORT: 

For Council to consider the outcomes of community consultation on the draft Enhanced Environment 
Strategy (EES, Attachment 1), and the draft Sustainable Vincent Framework (SVF, Attachment 2 ). 

DELEGATION:  

Section 2.7(c) of the Local Government Act 1995 sets out the role of Council as being to óplan strategically 
for the future of the district.ô 
 
The Local Government Act 1995 states the term ólocal governmentô refers to the elected Council. 
 
There is no delegation to Administration to approve a strategy or framework. 

BACKGROUND:  

At its meeting held on 13 May 2025, Council approved the draft SVF and draft EES for the purposes of 
community consultation. 
 
The draft SVF is an overarching sustainability framework that would: 
 

¶ Embed sustainability considerations throughout the City by assigning responsibilities to respective 
business units, aligned with the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals.  

¶ Formalise the Cityôs Net Zero target for Scope 1 and Scope 2 emissions from its operations by 2030. 
 
The draft EES would be the informing strategy of the Enhanced Environment priority area of the Cityôs 
Strategic Community Plan and would: 
 

¶ Replace the current Sustainable Environment Strategy 2019-2024 (SES) which has reached the end of 
its life. 

¶ Outline the key issues and trends facing the City in relation to the themes of Water Conservation and 
Management, Urban Greening and Biodiversity, and Resource Recovery and Waste. 

¶ Set a range of targets for the City and community relating to the strategic management of these themes 
to achieve a water sensitive, greener and circular Vincent. 

  

https://www.vincent.wa.gov.au/Profiles/vincent/Assets/ClientData/Documents/Council/Agendas/2025/Council_Meeting_13_May_2025/Item_9_6_Advertising_of_Draft_Sustainable_Vincent_Framework_and_Enhanced_Environment_Strategy.pdf
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DETAILS:  

Community Consultation 
 
The draft SVF and EES were advertised for 42 days from 29 May 2025 to 10 July 2025 in accordance with 
the Cityôs Community and Stakeholder Engagement Policy. 
 
The methods of advertising included: 
 

¶ A survey on Imagine Vincent. 

¶ Notices displayed at the Cityôs website and at the Cityôs Administration Building and Library. 

¶ Notices published in the Perth Voice Newspaper on 29 May 2025 and on the Cityôs social media on 
11 June and 5 July 2025. 

¶ Four in person pop ups at the City of Vincent library on 22 June 2025 and 27 June 2025, one pop-up at 
the Kyilla market on 21 June 2025, and one pop-up at Beatty Park on 13 June 2025. These were 
attended by approximately 208 people. 

¶ 89 emails sent to those who were involved in the preliminary engagement for the EES and SVF. 
 
A total of 81 and 85 submissions were made in relation to the draft SVF and EES respectively. These 
included: 
 

¶ Draft SVF ï 59 (72.9%) in support, four (4.9%) that did not support, and 18 (22.2%) that were unsure. 

¶ Draft EES ï 75 (88.2%) in support, two (2.4%) that did not support, and eight (9.4%) that were unsure if 
they supported or not. 

 
Draft Sustainable Vincent Framework 
 
The key themes raised during community consultation are summarised below. Of the 81 submissions, 47 did 
not provide any supporting comments. 
 
The key comments in support related to the draft SVF being a positive from improved accountability across 
the City in achieving sustainable outcomes. 
 
The key submissions that did not support or were unsure of the draft SVF included concerns that it isnôt 
enforceable and should reference the Plant Based Treaty. 
 
A summary of all submissions received in relation to the draft SVF and Administrationôs responses are 
included in Attachment 3. 
 
Draft Enhanced Environment Strategy 
 
The results of community consultation are summarised below. 
 

Consultation Data from 
Imagine Vincent  

Key Comments from all Submissions  

EES Overall  

¶ 88.3% in support. 

¶ 2.3% not in support. 

¶ 9.4% unsure. 

Comments in Support  

¶ General support to combat impacts from climate change. 

¶ Community education is a key consideration to the successful 
implementation of the EES. 

 
Concerns & Suggested Improvements 

¶ Should include the role of food systems in the climate crisis, and include 
the Plant Based Treaty. 

¶ The EES targets are too ambitious and potentially unrealistic. 

¶ Concerns regarding costs of implementing the EES, and whether there 
would be any incentives or would there be an increase to rates. 

  

https://www.vincent.wa.gov.au/documents/576/community-and-stakeholder-engagement-policy
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Consultation Data 
from Imagine Vincent  

Key Comments from all Submissions  

Water Conservation and Management  Targets  

¶ 94.1% in support. 

¶ 1.2% not in support. 

¶ 4.7% unsure. 

Comments in Support  

¶ Supportive of targets. 
 
Concerns & Suggested Improvements 

¶ Water reduction targets should be increased. 

¶ The City should focus on water reuse and harvesting options as well as 
reduced water consumption for new builds. 

Urban Greening and Biodiversity  Targets  

¶ 91.7% in support. 

¶ 4.7% not in support. 

¶ 3.6% unsure. 

Comments in Support 

¶ Supportive of targets. 

¶ The targets are a good start and there is the opportunity to push even 
further in the future. 

 
Concerns & Suggested Improvements 

¶ Canopy targets should be increased on both public and private land. 

¶ There should be increased protection for trees of substantial height on 
private land. 

¶ The City should focus on reducing hardstand in the public realm and 
planting local species. 

¶ Soil health should have a greater consideration. 

¶ Council should not legislate on the retention of trees on private land. 

Resource Recovery and Waste  Targets  

¶ 91.6% in support. 

¶ 1.2% not in support. 

¶ 47.2% unsure. 

Comments in Support 

¶ Supportive of targets. 

¶ The focus on circular economy principles and reducing waste and landfill 
rates is important. 

 
Concerns & Suggested Improvements 

¶ Waste targets should be increased. 

¶ There should be a greater focus on increasing community waste 
education and reducing plastics and soft plastics. 

 
A summary of all submissions received in relation to the draft EES and Administrationôs responses are 
included in Attachment 4. 
 
State Government Agencies 
 
Notification of the draft SVF and EES was provided to 18 state government agencies and other sustainability 
interest bodies. 
 
These included the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage (DPLH), the Department of Water and 
Environmental Regulation (DWER), the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Agriculture (DBCA), 
Water Corporation, Urbaqua, and the Western Australian Waste Authority. 
 
The City received two submissions from these agencies and bodies in relation to the draft EES. These were 
received from DBCA and Water Corporation. 
 
The key themes from each submission is provided below. A summary of the submissions and 
Administrationôs responses are included in Attachment 4 . 
 
Department of Biodiversity and Conservation 
 
The DBCA supported the draft EES and noted that it is comprehensive and provides a good level of detail 
across the themes. 
 
The DBCA recommended some administrative changes to the EES to ensure that terminology is clear and 
accurate. Wording changes were also recommended to targets 5 and 8 related to Water Conservation and 
Management, and target 12 of Urban Greening and Biodiversity. 
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Water Corporation 
 
The Water Corporation did not specifically support or object to the draft EES but provided some clarification 
around scheme water use data from 2023/24 that it had previously provided to the City. 
 
Sustainability and Transport Advisory Group (STAG) 
 
The draft EES was presented at the STAG meeting on 19 June 2025. The key comments from STAG from 
this meeting are summarised as: 
 

¶ Recommend the addition of air quality considerations into the EES. 

¶ Suggested the inclusion of considerations and soil amendments to improve soil health such as biochar 
to align with the My Healthy Soils community program. 

¶ Wording suggestions for technical accuracy. 

¶ Ensure that the draft EES links the future preparation of the Cityôs Climate Transition Action Plan 
(CTAP) by including carbon dioxide removal practices. 

 
Proposed Modifications 
 
Following community consultation, Administration has made modifications to both the draft SVF and EES. 
 
The key modifications Are summarised below. All the modifications are detailed in Attachment 5 : 
 
Following approval by Council the draft SVF and EES would be designed and formatted to be consistent with 
the Cityôs suite of corporate documents, plans and strategies before it is published on the Cityôs website. 
 
Draft SVF 
 
This has been modified to include the Director of Major Projects as a Responsible Manager to ensure 
accountability across the organisation. The modified SVF is included in Attachment 2 . 
 
Draft EES 
 
Modifications to the targets of the EES include: 
 

¶ Water Conservation and Management ï Modify targets 5 and 8 to: 
- Provide clear guidance around the incorporation of Water Sensitive Urban Design (WSUD) into all 

major road, car park, asset and building projects. 
- Ensure that a flood risk assessment and community risk analysis is undertaken as part of the future 

CTAP to strengthen local resilience from the impacts of climate change. 
 

¶ Urban Greening and Biodiversity ï Modify targets 13 and 14 to: 
- Increase the target for canopy cover on private land from 12% to 15% by 2030, and from 18% to 

20% by 2040. 
- Retention of large mature tree canopy on private land from 10% to 15% by 2040, and to specify 

that this relates to trees with a height of at least 8 metres. 
 
The supporting text of the draft EES has been modified to provide further clarification and context around the 
themes of Water Conservation and Management, Urban Greening and Biodiversity, and Resource Recovery 
and Waste. 
 
The modified draft EES is included in Attachment 1 . 
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LEGAL/POLICY:  

Corporate Document Development Policy 
 
Section 2.7(2)(c) of the Local Government Act 1995 provides that Council is to plan strategically for the 
future of the district. 
 
The Cityôs Corporate Document Development Policy sets out the process for the development and review of 
the Cityôs strategy documents. The draft SVF and EES would align with section 2.2 of this: 
The purpose of a strategy is to set out at a high level how the City will deliver on the long-term priorities of 
the SCP to achieve the communityôs vision; 
 

 

RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS  

Low:  It is low risk for Council to adopt the draft SVF and EES. These have been prepared in accordance 
with the Cityôs Corporate Document Development Policy and align with the SCP, building on the success of 
the previous SES. 
 
The draft SVF and EES have been informed by extensive engagement with the community and relevant 
stakeholders with broad support for both documents. Each of these reflects industry best practice to 
embedding sustainability across the organisation and improving outcomes related to Water Conservation 
and Management, Urban Greening and Biodiversity, and Resource Recovery and Waste. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS:  

The SVF would sit alongside the SCP as a high-level strategy to operationalise sustainability across the City. 
 
The EES would be the informing strategy for the Enhanced Environment priority area of the SCP which sets 
the following objectives: 
 
Enhanced Environment 

Our parks and reserves are maintained, enhanced and are accessible for all members of the community. 
Our urban forest/canopy is maintained and increased. 
We have improved resource efficiency and waste management. 
We have minimised our impact on the environment. 
Power lines are undergrounded. 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS:  

The SVF and EES build on the sustainability outcomes of the SES which reached the end of its life in 2024. 
 

https://www.vincent.wa.gov.au/documents/1898/corporate-document-development-policy
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The SVF sets out six priority areas to be met in the City operationalising sustainability across its actions and 
decision-making. These priority areas are: 
 

¶ Climate Action (Adaptation and Mitigation). 

¶ Resilient and Low Carbon Infrastructure. 

¶ Healthy and Thriving City. 

¶ Good Governance and Responsible Investment. 

¶ Resource Conservation. 

¶ Regenerative, Green and Biodiverse. 
 
The EES sets out objectives and targets related to Water Conservation and Management, Urban Greening 
and Biodiversity, and Resource Recovery and Waste. 

PUBLIC HEALTH IMPLICATIONS:  

This is in keeping with the following priority health outcomes of the Cityôs Public Health Plan 2020-2025: 
 
Increased mental health and wellbeing 

Reduced exposure to environmental health risks 

FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS:  

Any future budget allocations to implement the EES would be considered through annual budget processes. 

COMMENTS: 

Draft Enhanced Environment Strategy 
 
The draft EES (Attachment 1 ) would be the Cityôs next generation sustainability strategy following the SES 
reaching its end of life in 2024. 
 
It outlines key objectives and targets to respond to climate change and protect natural resources for future 
generations. It sets City and community targets to: 
 

¶ Enhance our urban tree canopy, greening and biodiversity. 

¶ Protect and manage our water resources through conservation and water sensitive design. 

¶ Promote resource conservation through responsible waste management and improved circularity. 
 
The draft EES would continue the build on the significant progress made through the SES since 2019 and 
continue to position the City as a leader in sustainability. 
 
The following key modifications are recommended to the draft EES following community consultation: 
 
Urban Greening and Biodiversity ï Increased Canopy & Tree Retention on Private Land 
 

¶ Private Land Targets ï Targets 13 and 14 would aim to achieve 15% and 20% canopy cover by 2030 
and 2040, and the retention of large mature tree canopy to 15% (with a height of 8 metres or above) 
by 2040. 

 
Private land presents as the greatest opportunity to increase the Cityôs tree canopy and support the 
efforts to maximise canopy coverage in the public realm. This has been confirmed by 2024 Urban 
Canopy Dashboard data released by the DPLH in May 2025 which showed that private land within 
Vincent carried 10% of canopy cover. 

 

¶ Canopy Coverage ï Modelling has been undertaken to confirm the carrying capacity of private land. 
This outlines that private land has the potential to carry up to 18.5% of canopy without impact on the 
ability for the City to meet its infill density targets. The modelling factored in the typical building footprint, 
the requirements of the Residential Design Codes (R Codes) for open space and site coverage and 
assumed that all developable land was built out to its full potential. 
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Increasing the 2030 target to 15% by 2030 reflects the opportunity to achieve greater canopy that has 
been confirmed by the modelling and having obtained a more accurate set of baseline data from the 
Urban Canopy Dashboard. The draft EES aims to further push this with an aspirational target of 20% 
by 2040. Progress towards this would inform the major review of the EES when it reaches its end of life 
in 2030. 

 

¶ Mature Tree Retention ï The 2024 Urban Canopy Dashboard shows that trees 8 metres or greater 
contributed to 3% of canopy coverage on private land within Vincent. The retention of mature trees is 
crucial and offers immediate peak benefit in terms of shade, habitat and carbon sequestration. It can 
take a newly planted tree 10-20 years to reach a similar level of benefit. 

 
This target seeks to increase the retention of the large mature trees which are at greatest risk of loss 
through development by reaching 5% retention of mature trees by 2030 and 15% by 2040. This has 
been informed by having a more accurate set of baseline data from the DPLH Urban Canopy 
Dashboard. 
 
The target has been modified to be more specific to the retention of trees that are 8 metres or greater. 
This is so that it can be clearly measured as part of the ongoing monitoring of the draft EES using the 
categories available through the Urban Canopy Dashboard. 

 

¶ Challenges & Advocacy - While private land presents the greatest opportunity to improve tree canopy 
and tree retention, it is also the most challenging. This is because the City has little ability to require tree 
retention or additional canopy through the planning framework, and there is a lack of regulation at the 
State Government level. 

 
The inclusion of these targets would continue to support Administration in pulling all possible levers to 
improve the Cityôs urban tree canopy. This would include through the ongoing review of the Cityôs 
planning framework and advocacy to the State Government to better incentivise and regulate tree 
retention. 

 
Water Conservation and Management 
 

¶ WSUD Implementation ï Target 5 has been updated to specify the inclusion of WSUD principles in all 
major drainage, road, carpark, asset and building projects. This would ensure that WSUD principles 
apply to a broader range of City projects. 

 

¶ Flood Mapping & Risk Assessment ï Target 7 has been updated to make specific reference to 
strengthening local resilience to the impacts of climate change by undertaking flood risk assessments. 
This would be addressed through the Cityôs future CTAP to examine potential flood risks and identify 
areas that need future infrastructure upgrades based on future population and infrastructure demand. 

 
The change to this target would mean that is more specific for the purpose of monitoring and reporting. 

 
Draft Sustainable Vincent Framework 
 
The draft SVF (Attachment 2 ) would sit alongside the SCP as a high-level strategy to operationalise and 
embed sustainability across the Cityôs operations. It would ensure that the City remains a leader in 
environmental sustainability by: 
 

¶ Promotion of Sustainability & Planning for Climate Change - The draft SVF provides a framework that 
responds to the Local Government Act 1995 and ensures that sustainable outcomes are embedded in 
the Cityôs operations. The SVF would inform the future review of existing and preparation of new 
strategies and plans. 

 

¶ Accountability & Operationalising Sustainability ï In recognition that responsibility, accountability and 
monitoring are all crucial to achieving sustainable outcomes, the draft SVF assigns sustainability 
responsibilities to business units across the City. The draft SVF has been modified to extend include the 
Director of Major Projects as a Responsible Manager. This would ensure accountability and consistent 
delivery of sustainability outcomes through monitoring as part of operational KPI setting. 
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¶ Net Zero 2030 ï The draft SVF commits the City to achieving a Net Zero target for Scope 1 and 2 
emissions (direct and indirect emissions from City operations) by 2030. Significant progress has been 
made towards this since 2017 and the SVF would continue this momentum. 
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