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11.5 STREET ACTIVATION POLICY  

Attachments:  1. Policy No. 3.10.3 - Street Activation Policy    
  

RECOMMENDATION:  

That Council REPEALS the Street Activation Policy at Attachment 1.  

PURPOSE OF REPORT: 

To repeal the Street Activation Policy at Attachment 1 . 

DELEGATION:  

Section 2.7 of the Local Government Act 1995 sets out the Role of Council as being to ódetermine the local 
governmentôs policies.ô There is no delegation to Administration to make, review or repeal policies. 

BACKGROUND:  

The Street Activation Policy (Policy) was adopted by Council on 13 November 2018 replacing the Cityôs 
Street Parties Policy. It was designed to make community event planning simpler by allowing the use of City-
developed Traffic Management Plan (TMP) templates, providing public liability insurance coverage, and 
offering in-kind Ranger support for road closures.  
 
The Policy provides a framework for five categories of street activation:  
 

¶ Open Streets ï Local 

¶ Open Streets ï Neighbourhood 

¶ Major Street Activation 

¶ Public Gatherings and Processions  

¶ Other Events. 
 
In 2021, Main Roads Western Australia updated its Traffic Management for Events Code of Practice (Code) 
to better align with the Austroads Guide to Traffic Management. These changes introduced stricter 
requirements for traffic management, road closures and on-site supervision, creating new financial and 
compliance challenges for both community members and the City. 
 
As a result: 
 

¶ Templated or informal Traffic Management Plans previously used under this policy are no longer 
acceptable. 

¶ All road closures must now be designed and implemented by accredited traffic management 
professionals. 

¶ óEventô organisers are required to obtain $20 million public liability insurance.  

¶ The Cityôs insurer (LGIS) has advised that third-party events are not covered under the Cityôs insurance 
unless the City assumes full responsibility for the event. 

 
These changes mean that the City cannot provide or fund traffic management for community events without 
assuming legal and financial risk unless all works are undertaken by accredited professionals. 

DETAILS:  

The Street Activation Policy is now outdated and inconsistent with the Traffic Management for Events Code 
of Practice and other regulatory requirements. Additionally, the TMP templates referenced within the policy 
are no longer valid or accepted by Main Roads WA or WA Police. 
 
While the City continues to play an important role in facilitating local street activation, the regulatory authority 
for road closures rests with Main Roads WA and the WA Police Force. These agencies have confirmed that 
accredited traffic management remains mandatory for all road closures, regardless of event size or risk level. 
 
Given this, it is proposed that the policy is repealed.  

https://www.vincent.wa.gov.au/documents/1599/3103-street-activation-policy
https://www.mainroads.wa.gov.au/globalassets/technical-commercial/working-on-roads/traffic-management/traffic-management-for-events-code-of-practice.pdf
https://austroads.gov.au/publications/temporary-traffic-management/agttm-set


ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 11 NOVEMBER 2025 

Item 11.5 Page 2 

 
Larger event categories outlined in the policy: Open Streets ï Neighbourhood, Major Street Activations, 
Public Gatherings and Processions, and Other Events are already addressed under the Concerts and Events 
Policy.  
 
For smaller, neighbourhood-level activities (previously Open Streets ï Local), Administration will develop 
internal procedures and guidelines to support safe and simple community-led street activations. 
 
These internal guidelines will: 
 

¶ Provide clear, practical advice on the planning and delivery of small, low-impact neighbourhood events. 

¶ Ensure compliance with relevant legislation and codes while minimising red tape. 

¶ Apply to short, local road or laneway closures that allow for continued traffic flow. 

¶ Exclude roads that form part of the main road network, have bus routes, or are signalised intersections 
ð these will continue to be managed under the Concerts and Events Policy. 

 
The guidelines will also include a support matrix to help determine the appropriate level of assistance based 
on factors such as: 
 

¶ Proximity to public open space 

¶ Number of attendees 

¶ Length and duration of road closure 

¶ Level of resident support 

¶ Event history or previous funding 

¶ Event location and road type 

¶ Nature and scale of proposed activities 

CONSULTATION/ADVERTISING:  

No community consultation is required for the repeal of the policy. 

LEGAL/POLICY:  

There is no legislative requirement for a policy. 

RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS  

Low:  It is low risk for Council to repeal this policy. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS:  

This is in keeping with the Cityôs Strategic Community Plan 2022-2032: 
 
Connected and Healthy Community  

We have enhanced opportunities for our community to build relationships and connections with each other 
and the City. 
 
Innovative and Accountable  

Our decision-making process is consistent and transparent, and decisions are aligned to our 
strategic direction. 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS:  

This does not contribute to any environmental sustainability outcomes.  This action/activity is environmentally 
neutral. 

PUBLIC HEALTH IMPLICATIONS:  

This does not contribute to any public health outcomes in the Cityôs Public Health Plan 2020-2025. 

https://www.vincent.wa.gov.au/documents/614/383-concerts-and-events
https://www.vincent.wa.gov.au/documents/614/383-concerts-and-events
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FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS:  

Nil 

COMMENTS: 

The Policy will be replaced by internal procedures which Administration will ensure remain relevant and 
current addressing both operational and community needs. These internal procedures will enable 
Administration to efficiently manage and support small local road closures. 
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