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12.4 REPORT AND MINUTES OF THE AUDIT AND RISK COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 26 
FEBRUARY 2025 

Attachments: 1. Audit and Risk Committee  Minutes - 26 February 2025   
2. Audit and Risk Committee Attachments - 26 February 2025 - Confidential    

  

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council: 

1. RECEIVES: 

1.1 The Minutes of the Audit and Risk Committee Meeting of 26 February 2025, at 
Attachment 1 and the Confidential Attachments Paper at Attachment 2; 

1.2 The reports from the Office of the Auditor General for the Local Government sector 
issued from May 2024 to June 2024;  

1.3 The Better Practice Guide: Supplier Master Files report from the Office of the Auditor 
General for all State and local government entities;  

1.4 The review of the Fraud and Corruption Prevention Policy;  

1.5 Swimming Pool Barrier Inspections Audit; and 

1.6 The Cityôs Corporate Risk Register;  

2. ADOPTS the Compliance Audit Return for the period 1 January 2024 to 31 December 2024.   

3. AUTHORISES the Compliance Audit Return 2024 to be certified by the Mayor and Chief 
Executive Officer in accordance with Regulation 15 of the Local Government (Audit) 
Regulations 1996. 

4. SUPPORTS the presentation of the updated Fraud and Corruption Prevention Policy, to 
Council for approval to advertise 

5. APPROVES:  

5.1 The risk management actions for the high and extreme risks;  

5.2 The management actions for the high and extreme risks; and 

5.3 Closure of action items noted in the Cityôs Audit Log.  

6. NOTES: 

6.1 The audit planning summary for the 2024/2025 financial year; 

6.2 The key findings of the Swimming Pool Barrier Inspections Audit and that the findings 
and management actions arising will be added to the Cityôs Audit Log; 

6.3 That the City of Vincentôs Compliance Audit Return for the period 1 January 2024 to 
31 December 2024 was reviewed by the Audit Committee at its 26 February 2025 
meeting; 

6.4 The JLT Public Sectorôs report on the Cityôs cyber security controls. 

6.5 The alignment of Corporate Risks to risk appetite and tolerance ratings;  

6.6 The 2025 Audit and Risk Committee Forward Agenda; and 

6.7 The Status of the Cityôs Audit Log.  
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PURPOSE OF REPORT: 

To report to Council the proceedings of the Audit and Risk Committee at its meeting held on 26 February 
2025 in accordance with clause 2.21(1) of the Cityôs Meeting Procedures Local Law 2008. 

DELEGATION: 

In accordance with Section 5.22(2) of the Local Government Act 1995 the minutes of a meeting of a 
committee are to be submitted to the next ordinary meeting of the council for confirmation.  

BACKGROUND:  

The Cityôs Audit and Risk Committee is a statutory committee of Council, established in accordance with 
Section 7.1A of the Local Government Act 1995. The role of the Audit and Risk Committee is to provide 
independent advice and assurance to Council over the Cityôs risk management, internal controls, legislative 
compliance and financial management. 
 
The Audit Committee meets approximately every three months and comprises of up to three external 
independent members (one of which is the Audit and Risk Committee Chair) and four Elected Members. 

DETAILS:  

The Chairperson managed the order of agenda items for discussion for the convenience of the meeting,  
visiting representatives of the Officer of the Auditor General and presenting members of Administration.  
 
5.1 OAG Reports issued for Local Government Entities  
 
The Committee were presented with reports from the Office of the Auditor General for the Local Government 
sector issued from May 2024 to June 2024 and Supplier Master Files report. The presentation of this 
information was acknowledged as being good practice and should be compiled annually as a snapshot of the 
Cityôs standing.  

5.2 Review of the Fraud and Corruption Prevention Policy 
 

The Committee discussed the proposed policy and noted that the policy updates mainly focused on 
integration with the integrity framework, updated standards and OAG better practice guide. The policy review 
naturally follows the recent review of the Cityôs Fraud and Corruption framework and development of fraud 
risk register.  
 
5.3 Local Government Statutory Compliance Audit Return  
 
Section 7.13(1)(i) of the Local Government Act 1995 (Act) requires local government to undertake an audit of 
compliance ñin the prescribed manner and in a form approved by the Ministerò.  In accordance with section 
7.13(1)(i) of the Act, the Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries (DLGSC) requires 
that all local governments complete a Compliance Audit Return (CAR) by 31 March 2025.  
 
In accordance with Regulation 14(3a) of the Local Government (Audit) Regulations 1996, the Audit and Risk 
Committee is to review the CAR prior to the CAR being presented to Council for approval.  
 
The report identifies one area of non-compliance. The Audit and Risk Committee were satisfied that this 
issue would be addressed moving forward with the implementation of the Attain software which is used to 
manage the Primary and Annual return process. 
 
5.4 Internal Audit Report (Y3 Audit 1) - Swimming Pool Barrier Inspections 
 
The report presents the findings of the internal audit, management responses and proposed actions.  
 
The Manager Public Health & Built Environment provided an update on Administrations response to the 
swimming pool barrier inspections audit and acknowledged that Administration were aware of the findings 
and have been working towards rectifying them. The Committee discussed the importance of having 
independent audits of this nature to verify information and processes are accurate as the management of 
swimming pool barriers presents a significant risk to the organisation.   
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5.5 Cyber-Security Controls Review 2024 From JLT Public Sector 
 
The Executive Manager ICT presented the JLT public sector's report on the City's cybersecurity controls. 
Discussion centred around action the organisation is taking to mitigate risks where the City did not perform 
as well.  
 
5.6 Review of the City's Corporate Risk Register  
 
The report presents the Cityôs Corporate Risk Register (Register), proposed risk management actions for 
high and extreme risks and alignment of Corporate Risks to Risk Appetite and Tolerance Statements. 
 
The committee reviewed the City's corporate risk register, discussing the importance of addressing tree 
canopy risks and requested that the July meeting include a deep dive into this risk.  
 
5.7 Audit Committee - Forward Agenda 2024  

 
The Audit and Risk Committee Forward Agenda (Agenda) is a óliveô document developed in consultation with 
Committee Members. The Agenda identifies key issues, performance, monitoring and/or reporting 
requirements scheduled for presentation to the Committee throughout the year.  
 
The Committee noted amendments to the Forward Agenda as captured in the minutes.  
 
5.8 Review of the City's Audit Log  
 
The report provides an update on the status of all outstanding items in the Cityôs Audit Log. The Audit Log 
tracks all open audit items from audits and reviews, until closure, and provides a summary of the progress 
made against the management actions. Five actions were recommended for closure, six actions remain 
open with four overdue.  
 
6.1 OAG Entrance Meeting 2024/25 Audit 
 
Representatives from the Office of the Auditor General (OAG) presented the Audit Planning Summary for the 
entry meeting.   
 
6.2 Briefing by CEO - City's Strategy, progress of key initiatives, and external events impacting the 

City 
 
The Chief Executive Officer provided an overview of the City's corporate business plan, highlighting key 
focus areas, strategic projects, and the importance of the underground power program and tree canopy 
revitalisation. 

6.3 Audit & Risk Committee - self-assessment survey 

The Presiding Member reminded Committee members to complete the Audit & Risk Committee Self-
Assessment Survey and noted that the results will be presented to the Committee for consideration at its 
meeting on 2 July 2025.   

CONSULTATION/ADVERTISING:  

Nil. 

LEGAL/POLICY:  

In accordance with Section 5.22(2) of the Local Government Act 1995 the minutes of a meeting of a 
committee are to be submitted to the next ordinary meeting of the council for confirmation.  
 
The Audit and Risk Committee Terms of Reference govern the functions, powers and membership of the 
Committee. 
 



ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 11 MARCH 2025 

Item 12.4 Page 4 

RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS:  

Low: It is low risk for Council to consider the report and minutes of the Audit and Risk Committee meeting on 
26 February 2025 as the Committee provides advice and assists the Council to fulfil its governance and 
oversight responsibilities in relation to financial reporting, risk management, internal controls, legislative 
compliance, ethical accountability, and the internal and external audit functions. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS:  

This is in keeping with the Cityôs Strategic Community Plan 2018-2028: 
 
Innovative and Accountable 

Our resources and assets are planned and managed in an efficient and sustainable manner. 

We are open and accountable to an engaged community. 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS:  

This does not contribute to any environmental sustainability outcomes. This action/activity is environmentally 
neutral. 

PUBLIC HEALTH IMPLICATIONS:  

There are no implications to the priority health outcomes of the Cityôs Public Health Plan 2020-2025. 

FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS:  

Nil. 
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