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12.3 NATIONAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT (NGA) 2025: ELECTED 
MEMBER PROPOSED ATTENDANCE & 40KM/H SPEED ZONE MOTION  

Attachments: 1. National General Assembly of Local Government (NGA) 2025 - Invitation   
2. ALGA Motion 40km - draft   
3. PICG 40km Expansion Project Overview    

  

RECOMMENDATION:  

That Council:  

1. APPROVES the attendance of Mayor Alison Xamon at the 2025 National General Assembly of 
Local Government (NGA) in Canberra from 24 ï 27 June 2025.  

 

2. ENDORSES the draft motion for the National General Assembly of Local Government Annual 
Meeting on 40km/h speed zones in residential streets at Attachment 2.  

PURPOSE OF REPORT: 

To seek approval for the Mayor Alison Xamon to attend the 2025 National General Assembly of Local 
Government (NGA) and for Council to endorse the draft motion for the NGA on 40km/h speed zones in 
residential streets at Attachment 2.  

DELEGATION:  

Section 2 of Council Member Continuing Professional Development Policy states that Council approval is 
required for a council member to attend a course or conference outside of the Perth metropolitan region.  
 
There is no delegation for this decision.   

BACKGROUND:  

Attendance at the 2025 National General Assembly of Local Government (NGA) is considered valuable for 
the City, offering key insights into national priorities and technological advancements in local government.  
 
This aligns with the Cityôs strategic initiatives, enhancing our ability to address local challenges. The NGA 
presents a unique opportunity for advocacy on major projects such as the Leederville Oval Redevelopment, 
East Perth Power Station, and others, while also providing a platform to showcase the Cityôs achievements in 
road safety and smoke-free initiatives.  
 
Additionally, it offers networking opportunities, policy influence, knowledge sharing, and professional 
development, all of which are critical for fostering collaboration and staying informed on emerging national 
issues that impact local communities. 

DETAILS:  

The Australian Local Government Association 2025 National General Assembly will be held in Canberra from 
24 - 27 June 2025, with the theme ñNational Priorities Need Local Solutions.ò This event will focus on the role 
of local governments in delivering place-based initiatives to address national challenges. Key activities 
include: 
 

¶ Debate on motions submitted by councils. 

¶ Opportunities to shape or refocus government priorities on local needs. 
 
While in attendance at the NGA the City is proposing to table a motion contained in Attachment 2 in relation 
to a request that: the Australian Government work with State and Territory Governments to Reduce the 
default Speed Limit in Australia on Residential Local Roads from 50km/h to 40km/h. This is supported by the 
project overview that was prepared and being supported by the Inner City Group at Attachment 3.  
 

https://www.vincent.wa.gov.au/documents/1816/council-member-continuing-professional-development-policy
https://alga.com.au/events/2025-national-general-assembly/
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At the WALGA Central Metropolitan Zone Meeting held at the City of Vincent on 20 February, the following 
motion proposed by City of Vincent was adopted unanimously:  
 
That the State Council adopt an advocacy position to reduce the default speed limit in WA from 50km/h to 
40km/h on local residential roads. 
 
This zone motion will now be considered by State Council in March. Subject to State Councilôs consideration, 
the City of Vincent would submit the attached motion with potentially some amendments approved by 
WALGA State Council.  
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The default speed limit in built-up areas in Australia was progressively lowered from 60 km/h to 50 km/h 
during the late 1990s and early 2000s. This change was to improve road safety particularly for pedestrians 
and cyclists. 
 
Since 2000, Australiaôs population has increased by nearly 8 million people from 19 million to 27 million and 
the number of registered vehicles has increased by 7 million from 12 million vehicles to 19 million vehicles. 
Nearly all this growth has occurred in major cities with increased traffic and vehicle related accidents. 
 
Impact speed is the main determinant of injury outcome.  
 
A 20% reduction in speed from 50km/h to 40km/h results in a 200% increase in the likelihood of surviving a 
collision. 
 
Dropping the speed on all our local roads is the single most effective way to make our streets safer and the 
lowest cost.  
 
And it has a negligible impact on travel time across urban areas. 
 
In 2018 the City of Vincent proposed a 40km/h speed zone trial within Vincentôs southern suburban 
residential areas to study the impact of slower speed limits. The objective was that the trial would make 
neighbourhood streets safer and provide a better street environment for all road users and residents living 
close by.  
 
The trial was a success and in 2023 Main Roads WA (MRWA) approved permanent 40km/h speed limits in 
parts of North Perth, in addition to an existing trial area in Vincentôs southern-most suburbs. This covered 40 
per cent of City of Vincentôs local access roads. 
 
Community consultations by City of Vincent demonstrated significant support for the reduction of the speed 
limits, with almost 60 per cent of respondents showing they were in favour of the change.  
 
MRWA has now granted approval for the speed to be permanently reduced on all local access roads within 
the City of Vincent. The 40km/h speed limits will apply to local access roads only. Suitable adjoining 50km/h 
distributer roads may be considered for 40km/h and subject to an application to MRWA for approval on a 
case-by-case basis. 
 
The Perth Inner City Group are now collaborating on the expansion of the 40km/h zones to the City of Perth, 
City of Subiaco, City of South Perth and Town of Victoria Park. 

CONSULTATION/ADVERTISING:  

Not applicable.  

LEGAL/POLICY : 

Section 2 of the Council Members Continuing Professional Development Policy, states that Council approval 
is required for a council member to attend a course or conference outside of the Perth metropolitan region.  
 

https://imagine.vincent.wa.gov.au/40k-speed-zones
https://www.vincent.wa.gov.au/news/vincent-to-extend-40kmh-speed-limits/11896
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RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS  

Risk Category Risk Appetite/Tolerance Statement Descriptor/Clarification 

Negotiate with 

Regulators, State & 

Federal Government 

Agencies 

The City has a high risk appetite to consult 

and negotiate with regulators, State & 

Federal Government Agencies to achieve the 

Cityôs objectives. 

Nil  

Low:  It is low risk for Council to approve the Mayorôs attendance at this event as it presents an opportunity to 
network with colleagues nationally to achieve the Cityôs objectives and is aligned with Councilôs adopted Risk 
Appetite and Tolerance statements (above). The costs incurred for travel to the event are within the existing 
approved Professional Development budget.  

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS : 

This is in keeping with the Cityôs Strategic Community Plan 2022-2032 
 
Innovative and Accountable  
Our decision-making process is consistent and transparent, and decisions are aligned to our 
strategic direction. 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS : 

This does not contribute to any environmental sustainability outcomes.  This action/activity is environmentally 
neutral. 

PUBLIC HEALTH IMPLICATIONS: 

This does not contribute to any public health outcomes in the Cityôs Public Health Plan 2020-2025. 

FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS : 

Section 3 of the Attendance at Events Policy states that if a fee is payable for attendance at an Approved 
Event, the event can be paid for, provided the cost of attendance is within the approved budget.  

Event  Admission cost  Airfares  Accommodation  Meals  Total 
Budget 
required  

National 
General 
Assembly 
2025  
 
24 ï 27 
June 2025  
 
National 
Convention 
Centre 
Canberra.  

$979  
 

¶ Access to 
all Assembly 
Sessions 

¶ Access to the 
Exhibition Hall 

¶ General 
Assembly 
Satchel and 
Materials 

¶ Catered breaks 
each day 

¶ Welcome 
Reception & 
Exhibition 
Opening  

 

Approx $1000 
 
Based on the 
average cost 
of a roundtrip 
flight from 
Perth to 
Canberra in 
the month of 
June.  

Approx. $600  
 
Based on the 
average cost of a 
corporate hotel in 
Canberra for 5 
nights.  

Approx $300 
 
Based on the 
average cost 
of food for a 5 
day trip without 
including food 
served during 
the 
conference.  
 
 

$2,329 
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