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8.1 ANNUAL REVIEW OF DELEGATIONS 

Attachments: 1. Register of Council Delegations - Marked up for 2025 Review    
  

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council: 

1. NOTES the annual review of its delegations in accordance with Section 5.46(2) of the Local 
Government Act 1995, as outlined in this report; and 

2. DELEGATES BY ABSOLUTE MAJORITY the local government functions listed in the City’s 
Council Delegated Authority Register included as Attachment 1. 

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT: 

To consider amendments to the City's Delegated Authority Register (Register), following a review as 
required under the Local Government Act 1995 (Act). 

DELEGATION: 

In accordance with section 5.42 of the Act, the power to delegate local government powers and duties to the 
Chief Executive Officer (CEO) requires an absolute majority and vote. 

BACKGROUND: 

Delegations are used in local government in a number of circumstances including where:  
 

• The business of the local government could not be efficiently carried on if the council or CEO were to 
personally exercise their discretion to enforce all the rights or discharge all the duties; and 

 

• Through practical administration, the council or CEO needs to appoint other employees to exercise their 
discretion to make decisions, exercise powers or discharge duties on behalf of the local government. 

 
All delegations made under the Act must be made by absolute majority and recorded in a register.  
 
Sections 5.18 and 5.46 of the Act require that at least once every financial year, delegations are to be 
reviewed by the delegator for those delegations under the Act, but also presents an opportunity to review 
delegations made under other legislation. Council undertook its last annual review of delegations in 
May 2024 and endorsed the proposed outcome of that review at its 21 May 2024 meeting. 
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DETAILS: 

In March 2025, Administration undertook a review of Council’s delegations. A ‘tracked changes’ version of 
the Council Delegations Register is at Attachment 1. 
 
As a result of this review the following changes to the Council delegations are proposed. 
 

Delegation Action Comments 

16.1.1 - 
Determination 
of various 
applications 
for 
development 
approval 
under the 
City’s Local 
Planning 
Scheme 

Amendments 
to condition 
5. 

Council rescinded the City’s Policy 2.2.1 – Directional Signs at its 
meeting on 25 June 2019. Removing this portion of the delegation helps 
prevent confusion regarding whether the restriction applies to directional 
signs on private land (e.g., ‘Parking →’ signs). 

Amendments 
to condition 
7. 

Due to recent changes of definitions within the planning framework, this 
change ensures the delegation continues to apply to all building types, 
not just dwellings. 
 
The Residential Design Codes were amended in April 2024 to revise the 
definition of 'external fixtures,' aligning it with the definition of 'utilities.' 
This revision limits the reference to dwellings only. 
 

The updated definitions mean that the current delegation no longer 
applies to commercial developments. 
 

To address this, the proposed revision to sub-delegation ‘7a’ adopts the 
R Codes' definition of 'utilities' but expands its application to all building 
types, not just dwellings. 
This change clarifies the intent of the delegation, ensuring that it covers 
both residential and non-residential heritage development sites, such as 
the installation of an air conditioner on a heritage-listed shop, providing 
consistency across different building classifications. 

Amendments 
to condition 
8. 

The inclusion of billboard signage is already covered under Condition 5 of 
the delegation, which stipulates that all billboard signage requires Council 
determination. 
 
Directional signage, as noted in the comment for Condition 5, should be 
removed. 

Amendments 
to condition 
11. 

The Residential Design Codes were amended in April 2024 to include 
revised deemed-to-comply provisions for visitor car parking. 
 
The previous version of the R Codes required visitor parking for 
proposals involving more than three grouped or multiple dwellings. 
 
Under the updated provisions, visitor parking requirements now only 
apply to proposals involving more than four grouped or multiple dwellings 
that are accessed via a common access way. 

Amendments 
to condition 
12. 

This change expands Administration’s delegation to determine low-
impact development works on City-owned or managed land. This seeks 
to enhance the efficiency of decision-making while maintaining 
appropriate Council oversight for larger or more complex proposals on 
City owned and managed land. 
 
The conditions outlined in sub-point e) align with the existing exemptions 
for ‘Minor Works’ on zoned land within the City, as set out in the Planning 
Exemption Policy (see extract below). Minor wording refinements have 
been made to improve clarity and eliminate any ambiguity in the 
delegation as compared to the wording below. 
 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vincent.wa.gov.au%2Fdocuments%2F748%2Flocal-planning-policy-planning-exemptions%23page%3D7&data=05%7C02%7CAlexandra.Harris%40vincent.wa.gov.au%7C2b641f282f8a412a6e6408dd6c3ccc81%7C3fa5afdf64b1401db217770e86d487cd%7C0%7C0%7C638785730582894000%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7YsYZH5f5CdA0E%2BTYTVsYVNUnO3HDOCPV%2FbNmnP71xo%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vincent.wa.gov.au%2Fdocuments%2F748%2Flocal-planning-policy-planning-exemptions%23page%3D7&data=05%7C02%7CAlexandra.Harris%40vincent.wa.gov.au%7C2b641f282f8a412a6e6408dd6c3ccc81%7C3fa5afdf64b1401db217770e86d487cd%7C0%7C0%7C638785730582894000%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7YsYZH5f5CdA0E%2BTYTVsYVNUnO3HDOCPV%2FbNmnP71xo%3D&reserved=0
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Delegation Action Comments 

 
 
The expanded scope is intentionally narrow and applies only to structures 
and works that: 
 

• Have minimal impact on the surrounding environment, heritage 
values, and public amenity. 

• Align with the intended function and approved use of the land. 

• Ensure a balance between facilitating necessary improvements and 
preserving the integrity of City-managed spaces. 

 

This delegation change would be applicable to minor works proposals 
such as the one presented to Council in October 2024 for No. 10 Farmer 
Street, North Perth (Bowls Club) which sought approval for the 
installation of a refrigerator unit. 

 
The Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries have an Operational Guideline for 
Delegations, Authorisations and Acting through. This has been linked above for further information.  

CONSULTATION/ADVERTISING: 

Nil. 

LEGAL/POLICY: 

Section 5.46(2) of the Act requires Council to review of its delegations at least once every financial year. 

RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 

Risk Category  Risk Appetite/ Tolerance 

Statement  

Descriptor/clarification 

Less than better practice 

for Governance,  

Due diligence, 

Accountability and 

Sustainability 

The City has a low risk tolerance 

for less that better practice decision 

making for governance, due 

diligence, accountability, and 

sustainability, as measured by 

accepted industry standards and 

practices. 

The annual review and proposed 
amendments to the delegations 
register support this by ensuring 
delegations remain current, legally 
compliant, and reflective of 
contemporary operational needs and 
legislative updates. This reduces the 
risk of inconsistent, inefficient, or 
outdated decision-making. 

 
Low:  It is low risk for Council to approve proposed amendments and updates to the delegations register due 
to the conditions on the delegations which define clear authorities and accountabilities for City officers. The 
annual review of delegations by Council is a statutory requirement and is also necessary to ensure the 
delegations remain consistent with legislation and applicable to the City’s current operational needs. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS: 

This is in keeping with the City’s Strategic Community Plan 2022-2032: 
 
Innovative and Accountable 

Our decision-making process is consistent and transparent, and decisions are aligned to our 
strategic direction. 

https://www.dlgsc.wa.gov.au/docs/default-source/local-government/operational-guidelines/operational-guideline-17-delegations.pdf?sfvrsn=5bf158bf_1
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FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS: 

Nil. 
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