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11.4 ADOPTION OF THE ANNUAL BUDGET 2024/25 

Attachments: 1. Statutory Budget Financial Statements 2024/25   
2. 4 Year Capital Works Plan 2024/25 - 2027/28   
3. Cash Backed Reserves 2024/25   
4. Summary of Income and Expenditure by Service Area 2024/25   
5. Proposed Fees and Charges 2024/25   
6. Differential Rates and Minimum Payment Submissions    

  

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council BY ABSOLUTE MAJORITY: 

1. BUDGET: 

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 6.2(1) of the Local Government Act 1995 and Part 3 of 
the Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations 1996, ADOPTS the City of 
Vincent Annual Budget as detailed in Attachment 1 for the year ended 30 June 2025, which 
includes:  

1.1    Statement of Comprehensive Income by Nature or Type showing a net result for that 
year of $7,315,221; 

1.2    Statement of Cash Flows showing a net cash provided by operations of $12,940,053 
and net decrease in cash held of $800,271; 

1.3 Statement of Financial Activity showing an amount required to be raised from rates of 
$44,452,032; 

1.4 Transfers to/from Reserves as detailed on the Cash Backed Reserves Statement 
showing a 30 June 2025 closing balance of $25,507,557; 

1.5    Notes to and forming part of the Budget as included in Attachment 1; and 

1.6 Capital Works Program showing a total of $20,132,607 (including 2024/25 carry forward 
projects of $3,415,299); 

2. RATES: 

NOTES community submissions were received in response to the Notice published in 
accordance with section 6.36(1) of the Local Government Act 1995, detailed in Attachment 6.  

Pursuant to Sections 6.32, 6.33 and 6.35 of the Local Government Act 1995, IMPOSES the 
following differential general rates and minimum payments on Gross Rental Values (GRV): 

2.1 General Rates: 

Differential General Rate Cents in the 
dollar 

Residential 7.82579 

Vacant-Residential 8.44727 

Vacant-Commercial 14.21566 

Other (Commercial and Industrial) 7.37357 
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2.2 Minimum Payments: 

Differential General Rate 
Minimum 
Payment on 
GRV 

Residential $1,451.23 

Vacant-Residential $1,331.75 

Vacant-Commercial $1,773.27 

Other (Commercial and Industrial) $1,400.59 

2.3 RATE PAYMENT OPTIONS:  

Pursuant to Section 6.45 of the Local Government Act 1995 and Regulation 64(2) of the 
Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations 1996, ADOPTS the following 
due dates for payment in full by one payment on the due date or in 4 instalments: 

Option Instalment Date 

(a) Due Date/First instalment 30 August 2024 

(b) Second instalment 1 November 2024 

(c) Third instalment 3 January 2025 

(d) Fourth instalment 7 March 2025 

2.4 INSTALMENT, RATES SMOOTHING AND ARRANGEMENTS, ADMINISTRATION FEES 
AND INTEREST CHARGES: 

2.4.1 Pursuant to Section 6.45(3) of the Local Government Act 1995 and Regulation 
67 of the Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations 1996, 
ADOPTS an instalment administration charge of $8.00 per instalment for 
payment of rates by 4 instalments, to apply to the second, third and fourth 
instalment;  

2.4.2 Pursuant to Section 6.45(3) of the Local Government Act 1995 and Regulation 
68 of the Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations 1996, 
ADOPTS an interest rate of 5.5% where the owner has elected to pay rates 
through an instalment option, rates smoothing or alternative payment 
arrangement; 

2.5 LATE PAYMENT INTEREST ON OVERDUE RATES AND AMOUNTS: 

ADOPTS an interest rate of 11% per annum, calculated daily from the due date and 
continuing until the date of payment: 

2.5.1 On overdue rates in accordance with Section 6.51(1) of the Local Government 
Act 1995 and Regulation 70 of the Local Government (Financial Management) 
Regulations 1996, subject to Section 6.51(4) of the Local Government Act 
1995; and 

2.5.2 Amounts due to the City in accordance with Section 6.13 of the Local 
Government Act 1995. 

Subject to the following exclusions - deferred rates, current instalment amounts not 
yet due under instalment payment options, registered pensioner portions and current 
government pensioner rebate amounts; 

3. REPORTING OF BUDGET VARIANCES: 

Pursuant to Regulation 34(5) of the Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations 
1996, ADOPTS the monthly reporting variance for the 2023/2024 financial year of 10% or 
more, where that variance is also more than $20,000; 
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4. FEES AND CHARGES: 
 

PURSUANT to Section 6.16 of the Local Government Act 1995, ADOPTS the Schedule of 
Fees and Charges in Attachment 5; 
 

5. RATES WAIVER: 
 

Pursuant to Section 6.47 of the Local Government Act 1995, WAIVES the 2024/25 local 
government rates for the following groups: 

 
 

Azzurri Bocce Club Dorrien Gardens                  4,553.92  

Earlybird's Playgroup 87 The Boulevarde                  1,400.59  

East Perth Football Club Leederville Oval                14,003.40  

Floreat Athena Soccer Club Litis Stadium                10,461.25  

Forrest Park Croquet Club Forrest Park                  5,172.56  

Gymnastics Western Australia Inc. Loftus Centre                13,008.82  

Highgate Forrest Park Playgroup Forrest Park                  2,301.29  

Leederville Tennis Club Richmond Street Leederville                  3,018.74  

Loton Park Tennis Club Loton Park                  3,780.06  

Mount Hawthorn Playgroup Mt Hawthorn Community Centre                  1,400.59  

Mount Hawthorn Toy Library Mt Hawthorn Community Centre                  1,400.59  

North Perth Bowling Club Woodville Reserve                  4,090.49  

North Perth Community Garden Inc Woodville Reserve                  1,400.59  

North Perth Tennis Club Woodville Reserve                  3,992.05  

Perth Junior Soccer Club Inc Forrest Park                  1,794.73  

Perth Soccer Club Dorrien Gardens                17,364.02  

Pride Western Australia Incorporated 4 View Street                  2,521.76  

Subiaco Football Club Leederville Oval                11,889.18  

Tennis West Robertson Park                  8,737.68  

Tools n Things Britannia Reserve                  1,400.59  

Town Team Movement 245 Vincent Street                  1,400.59  

Vincent Men's Shed Woodville Reserve                  1,400.98  

Volleyball WA Royal Park                  3,775.64  

Leederville Toy Library Loftus Community Centre                  1,400.59  

               121,670.69  
 
6.  NOTES a provision of $50,000 within the budget that will be used to assist ratepayers in 

financial hardship, up to a maximum of $500 per property; 
 
7.  Pursuant to Section 6.11(2)(b) and Section 6.11(3)(a) of the Local Government Act 1995, 

APPROVES the closure of the Plant and Equipment Reserve and the allocation of the reserve 
balance to the Asset Sustainability Reserve; and 

 
8.  APPROVES the change of name of the Tamala Park Land Sales Reserve to the Catalina 

Estate Land Sales Reserve   
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PURPOSE OF REPORT: 

To consider adoption of the City’s Budget for the 2024/25 financial year, including imposition of differential 
and minimum rates, adoption of fees and charges, and other consequential matters arising from the budget 
papers. 

DELEGATION: 

Section 6.2 of the Local Government Act 1995 requires Council to adopt by Absolute Majority a budget for its 
municipal fund for the financial year.  
 
BACKGROUND 

Between 1 June and 31 August each year, local governments are required to prepare and adopt a budget for 
the financial year.  As in past years, in preparing the budget, Administration has compiled and analysed 
relevant information, held a series of budget workshops with Council Members, aligned to the priorities in the 
City’s Strategic Community Plan 2022 – 2032 (SCP), Long Term Financial Plan and review of the Corporate 
Business Plan (CBP). 
 

A key part of the budget development is identifying the ‘budget deficiency’ to be made up from the levying of 
council rates.  Once an estimate of that budget deficiency was known, the City gave local public notice of its 
intention to levy differential rates.  
 
The 2024/25 draft budget continues Vincent’s progress toward long term financial sustainability, and a 
maturing approach to financial and asset management. It responds to the impact of inflationary pressures 
with rising construction costs, supply chain issues and higher costs across several other categories. 
 
The City is proposing a 4% rate increase in 2024/2025 for the residential, other, and vacant-commercial 
categories and an 8% increase for the vacant-residential category. The overall proposed rate increase of 
~4% is below the 5.5% rate increase in the City’s Long Term Financial Plan 2023/2024 – 2032/2033.  
 
In preparing the Differential Rates and Minimum Rates for 2024/2025, the City has used the following 
methodology:  

 
1. Increase rates yield by 4.0% for Residential, Other and Vacant-commercial category excluding rates 

growth and 8.0% for the Vacant-residential category excluding rates growth; and 
2. Minimum rate increase by 4.0% for Residential, Other and Vacant-commercial category and 8% for 

the Vacant-residential category. 
 
Minimum rates are imposed to establish the minimum amount any property must pay to contribute to the cost 
of services provided by a local government, regardless of the value (GRV) of their property. 
 

The anticipated growth in rateable properties during the year has been budgeted at $400,000 (interim rates). 
 
An allowance for the waiver of rates to support community and sporting groups has been budgeted at 
$130,000. The total for rates waivers is $120,671, however an allowance has been included for the 
difference in GRV and any additional community leases negotiated during the year.  
 
As Vincent is one of Perth’s lower rating Councils, the proposed rates increase equates to $1.20 per week, 
or $63 per year for the median residential household and $1.95 per week or $101 per year for the median 
vacant residential ratepayer. 
 
At the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 21 May 2024, Council considered a report (Item 11.4) dealing with a 
proposal to introduce Differential and Minimum Rates in order to fund the estimated budgeted.  
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As a result, the following resolution was adopted: 
 
‘That Council:  

1. ADVERTISES by local public notice, in accordance with Section 6.36(1) of the Local Government 
Act 1995 for a period of 21 days its intention to levy the following differential rates and minimum 
rates in 2024/25 and invites submissions on the proposal from electors and ratepayers:  

 

 2024/2025 

Rating Category Rate in the Dollar Minimum Rate 

Residential 0.0782579 $1,451.23 

Vacant-Residential 0.0844727 $1,331.75 

Vacant-Commercial 0.1421566 $1,773.27 

Other – Commercial/Industrial 0.0737357 $1,400.59 

 

DETAILS: 

The 2024/25 Draft Budget as presented includes the following components: 
 

• Statement of Comprehensive Income by Nature or Type – this statement details the operating income 
and expenditure categorised by the nature of the income or expenditure, together with capital grants 
and profit/loss on asset disposal. Details of the 2023/24 Adopted Budget, together with projected 
(forecast) Actuals are included for comparative purposes. 
 

• Statement of Financial Activity – identifies the amount of rates that need to be levied to allow the City to 
undertake all annual activities, once all income is recognised, non-cash items are adjusted back, 
Reserve transfers are incorporated and opening and closing balances are factored in.  

 

• Statement of Cash Flows – this statement reflects how cash and cash equivalents have been generated 
and used over the reporting period 

 

• Explanatory notes to the Statements. 
 

• 4 Year Capital Works Plan 2024/25 – 2027/28 (Attachment 2). 
 

• Summary of Income and Expenditure by Service Area (Attachment 4). 
 

• Fees and Charges Schedule (Attachment 5). 
 
 
FINANCIAL HARDSHIP SUPPORT 
 

The City’s financial hardship measures will still be applicable in the 2024/25 financial year. 
 
These measures include: 

 

• Rates Smoothing – all City of Vincent ratepayers can choose to pay their rates in weekly, fortnightly or 

monthly instalments, via direct debit; 

• Flexible Payment Arrangements – payment arrangements are facilitated in accordance with section 

6.49 of the Local Government Act and may include extending payment deadlines, and repayments 

plans customised to the circumstances of the ratepayer; 

• Deferment of payments for up to 6 months – ratepayers may request to defer the payment of rates 

for 6 months; 

• Waiver of penalty interest and charges on payment arrangements – ratepayers entering into a 

payment arrangement will have interest and fees waived; and 

• Suspension of debt recovery – debt recovery will cease once a payment arrangement is in place. 
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Financial Hardship Guidelines 

 

The City of Vincent Financial Hardship Guidelines were developed in 2020/2021 to assist property owners 
when paying their rates levy. This support is still available to all residents experiencing financial hardship.  
 
Financial hardship measures include: 

• flexible payment plans; 

• payment deferment options; and  

• a waiver of penalty interest. 
 
A financial hardship payment of up to $500 may also be available to eligible property owners who are 
experiencing financial hardship. A financial hardship fund has been created to enable this, totalling $50,000. 
 
OPENING BALANCE – 1 JULY 2024 
 
The 2024/25 budget is currently estimating an end of year closing surplus for 30 June 2024 of $4,689,661, 
which is mainly attributable to: 
 

• $2.1m Estimated favourable operating result and capital savings for 2023/24 

• $1.9m Estimated municipal funding for carry forward capital projects 

• $0.7m Mid-Year Budget Review closing surplus 2023/24 
 

REVENUE 

Revenue is anticipated to be increased by $4.5m compared to the current revised budget. The assumptions 
resulting in revenue increasing include: 
 
Rates: Rates and annual charges comprise 60.0% of the revenue mix for the City 

of Vincent. 
 
Grants/Subsidies/Contributions: Vincent actively advocates for grant funding and third-party contributions to 

deliver important infrastructure and service outcomes for the community.  
In the Annual Budget for 2024/25 the City expects to receive $6.2m in 
external funding, of which $1.7m supports operational activities. 

  
Fees and Charges Fees and charges (‘User Charges’) increase from $22.9m (32.5%) in the 

current revised budget to $24.6m (33.0%) of total revenue. This comprises 
charges for the delivery of services and the use of community 
infrastructure, such as Beatty Park Leisure Centre membership fees and 
paid parking. 

 
Interest Earnings Council receives interest on funds managed as part of its investment 

portfolio. Investment decisions are managed in accordance with policy and 
are reasonably risk averse. In the proposed budget for 2024/25 interest 
earnings are estimated to earn approximately $2.1m. 

 
 
FEES AND CHARGES 
 
The fees and charges for 2024/25 (Attachment 5) includes various amendments to fees and charges with 
the intention to primarily recover costs due to the impact of inflationary costs pressures. All new fees and 
charges have been highlighted in the attachment. 
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OPERATING EXPENDITURE 
 
The City continues to experience significant inflationary cost pressures with rising construction costs, supply 
chain issues and higher costs across several other categories. Annual CPI for the March 2024 quarter is at 
3.6 percent and in many instances actual cost increases have been much higher than current inflation levels.  
 
Operating expenditure has increased by $2.8m compared to the current revised budget which is mainly 
attributed to: 
 

• Employee costs are expected to rise by $2.2m due to anticipated enterprise bargaining increases, 
superannuation payments increasing from 11.0% to 11.5% and additional labour in line with increased 
demand at Beatty Park.  

 

• Materials and contracts expenditure is forecasted to increase by $0.6m mainly due to higher inflationary 
cost pressures across various categories including materials, waste, ICT and contractors and additional 
costs associated with operating initiatives. 

 

• Insurance expenses are anticipated to increase by $0.1m mostly due to higher premiums.  
 
NON-OPERATING BUDGET 
 
As detailed in the Statement of Financial Activity, the following Non-Operating transactions are proposed for 
2024/25: 
 

• Capital Grants directly associated with the Capital Works Program (including carry forward funding) 
totalling $4,352,261:  
o $2.1m federal government grant allocated to Litis Stadium upgrade, 

o $1.3m has been allocated in grant funding for various road and bike path programs, and 

o $0.9m state government funding towards the Robertson Park Tennis Centre project.  

• Profit on asset disposals of $451,752. This takes into account the current ‘book value’ of assets being 
sold against the total proceeds from the sale. 

• Loss on asset disposals of $13,043. As with the above ‘profit’, this item reflects those assets where the 
proceeds are lower than the current book value and is a non-cash transaction. 

• Proceeds from Disposal of Assets of $552,350, which relates to the actual sale/trade-in of plant listed 
for replacement in the 2024/25 Capital Works Program. 

 
 
FINANCING ACTIVITIES 
 
The Statement of Financial Activity lists the following annual financing activities scheduled for 2024/25: 
 

• Repayment of long-term borrowings – loan principal repayments of $1,498,010. 
 

• Transfers to Reserves of $6,179,099 includes the following key movements: 
o Anticipated proceeds of $3.8m transferred to the Catalina Land Sales Reserve due to increased 

land sales, 
o Transfer of $1.4m to the Asset Sustainability reserve, 

o Interest earnings of $0.8m. 

 

• Transfer from Reserves of $2,982,397, includes the following key movements: 
 

o Asset sustainability reserve to fund Heavy fleet equipment $0.6m, Bicycle Network and Footpath 

renewals $0.3m, DLGSC lighting renewal $0.2m, BPLC changeroom fit-out $0.1m, Light fleet 
equipment $0.1m, Mt Hawthorn Skate Park $0.1m and Drainage improvements $0.1m.  

o Cash in lieu for parking reserve to fund a temporary at-grade car park $0.5m and the Wayfinding 

Implementation Plan Stage 1 $0.1m. 
o Percent for Art Reserve to fund the COVID-19 Artwork relief project and the Artlets sculpture 

$0.1m. 
o State Gymnastics Centre Reserve to fund renewal of fans and ventilation $0.1m. 
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CAPITAL BUDGET  

 
In 2024/25 the City of Vincent plans capital expenditure of $20,132,607 (Attachment 2) including estimated 
carry forwards of $3,415,299 with further details provided in the table below. The total capital expenditure 
includes several multi-year projects.  
 
The capital expenditure budget includes significant funding from grants, third party contributions and 
reserves with the residual $12,045,736 (carry forwards $1,855,426) from municipal funds.   
 
Vincent continues its focus of renewal expenditure in the 2024/25 draft budget, with 78% of new expenditure 
including carry forwards attributable to asset renewal.   
 

Description 
Carry Forward 

Budget 

Air Conditioning & HVAC Renewal   

Air Con & HVAC Renew - Miscellaneous 41,570 

Air Conditioning & HVAC Renewal - Admin 34,000 

BPLC - Construction of Indoor Changerooms   

BPLC – Construct & Fit Out Indoor Pool Changerooms 192,352 

Litis Stadium changeroom redevelopment   

Infrastructure Works - Litis Stadium 875,918 

Floreat Athena Clubroom Refurbishment - Litis Stadium 45,735 

Beatty Park Leisure Centre - Facilities Infrastructure Renewal   

BPLC - Pool Tiling Works 6,848 

Land and Building Asset Renewal Projects   

Leederville Oval Stadium Fac Renewal (Leased) 12,436 

ICT Renewal Program   

ICT Infrastructure Renewal 45,000 

Beatty Park Leisure Centre - Furniture & Equipment   

BPLC Non-Infrastructure Fixed Asset Renewal 100,000 

BPLC - Non Fixed Assets Renewal 50,000 

Public Arts Projects   

COVID-19 Artwork relief project 19,500 

Parking Machines Asset Replacement Program   

Parking Infrastructure Renewal Program 26,012 

Fleet Management Program   

P2212 - Nissan Navara 4x DSL 45,000 

P1279 - Toyota Camry Hybrid SL 28,000 

P2200 - VOLKSWAGEN Caddy Maxi TDI250 69,894 

P2209 - VW Caddy Maxi TDI250 69,894 

P2171 - Toyota Corolla Hybrid Hatch 25,000 

Major Plant Replacement Program   

Heavy Fleet Replacement Program 360,000 

Artlets   

Artlets - Public Art - Sculpture 17,600 
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Robertson Park Development Plan - Stage 1   

Tennis Centre - Multisport Courts resurfacing, fencing, floodlighting, entry zone, 
signage, and supporting landscape and drainage works 350,000 

Construction Contingency 50,000 

Parks Irrigation Upgrade & Renewal Program   

Keith Frame Res - renew ground irrigation system and electrical cubicle and bore 
renewal 120,826 

Britannia Reserve - renew groundwater bore (south) No 40 45,000 

Traffic Management Improvements   

Minor Traffic Management Improvements 87,850 

Gully Soak-well and Minor Drainage Improvement Program   

Minor Drainage Improvement Program 92,128 

Road Maintenance Programs – State Black Spot   

Blackspot - Broome/Wright, Highgate 150,000 

Car Parking Upgrade/Renewal Program   

Minor Capital Improv of City Car Parks (General Provision) 22,000 

Public Open Space Strategy Implementation Plan   

Birdwood Square - Public Toilets 44,306 

Banks Reserve Master Plan Implementation   

Walter`s Brook Crossing 147,000 

Boardwalk - Interpretation Node 15,000 

Footpath Upgrade and Renewal Program   

Footpath Upgrade and Renewal Program 8,000 

Skate Space at Britannia Reserve    

Mt Hawthorn Skate Park - Youth Skate Facility (Election Commitment) 188,000 

Bicycle Network   

Bicycle Network - Travel Smart Actions 10,000 

Bicycle Network 20,430 

Grand Total 3,415,299 

  

 
 
BORROWINGS 
 
The City has no additional debt planned for 2024/25.  
 
CASH BACKED RESERVES 
 
Plant and Equipment Reserve 
 
This Plant and Equipment Reserve was established for the purpose of replacing plant & equipment 
associated with the City’s works. Due to the under-utilised nature of the reserve, the City proposes the 
closure of the reserve and funds to be allocated to the Asset Sustainability Reserve 
  
Tamala Park Reserves 
 
The Tamala Park Reserve was established in 2011/12 and funded from revenue received from land 
developed by the Tamala Park Regional Council. The City proposes a name change of this reserve to 
Catalina Estate Land Sales Reserves to reflect the current name of this project and in line with the change of 
the Tamala Park Regional Council to Catalina Regional Council. 
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RATES SETTING CONTEXT 
 
The following table details how the rate in the dollar and waste collection charges (where they are applied 
separately) levied in 2023/24 impact on the rate levied on an individual residential property at each of the 
local governments, based on a nominated Gross Rental Value (GRV) of $20,800, being the City of Vincent 
Residential category median value. 

 
In a residential rating context, this table demonstrates that in 2023/24, when the waste collection charge is 
factored in the City had: 

 
1. the tenth lowest minimum rate in the metropolitan area; and 
2. the seventh lowest combined rates/waste charge of the 29 local governments listed for a residential 

property with a GRV of $20,800. 
 

 
 

Rates Growth and Waivers 

Rates revenue in the draft Statement of Financial Activity (Attachment 1) has also provided for the following 
assumptions:  
 

• An increase of approximately $400,000 due to organic growth in rates revenue arising from property 
development or improvement (ie interim rates); and 

• A decrease of approximately $130,000 as a waiver of rates for particular community and sporting 
groups. 

 
The City has been experiencing a moderate level of growth in the number of rateable properties over recent 
years, averaging nearly 0.87% between 2018 and 2024.  
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT PROPERTIES – RATES WAIVER 
 
In recent years, Council has waived the rate on a range of City properties leased to various community and 
sporting groups.  If a waiver is to be considered, it is necessary for it to be considered at the time of the 
adoption of the budget.  Accordingly, Administration has proposed a recommendation to give Council the 
opportunity to expressly waive the rates for individual leased local government properties that do not meet 
any of the defined exemption criteria under section 6.26(2) of the Act. 
 
The total value of the rates waiver of $121,670.69 has been included in the Rates modelling, and is as 
follows: 
 

Azzurri Bocce Club Dorrien Gardens                  4,553.92  

Earlybird's Playgroup 87 The Boulevarde                  1,400.59  

East Perth Football Club Leederville Oval                14,003.40  

Floreat Athena Soccer Club Litis Stadium                10,461.25  

Forrest Park Croquet Club Forrest Park                  5,172.56  

Gymnastics Western Australia Inc. Loftus Centre                13,008.82  

Highgate Forrest Park Playgroup Forrest Park                  2,301.29  

Leederville Tennis Club Rochmond Street Leederville                  3,018.74  

Loton Park Tennis Club Loton Park                  3,780.06  

Mount Hawthorn Playgroup Mt Hawthorn Community Centre                  1,400.59  

Mount Hawthorn Toy Library Mt Hawthorn Community Centre                  1,400.59  

North Perth Bowling Club Woodville Reserve                  4,090.49  

North Perth Community Garden Inc Woodville Reserve                  1,400.59  

North Perth Tennis Club Woodville Reserve                  3,992.05  

Perth Junior Soccer Club Inc Forrest Park                  1,794.73  

Perth Soccer Club Dorrien Gardens                17,364.02  

Pride Western Australia Incorporated 4 View Street                  2,521.76  

Subiaco Football Club Leederville Oval                11,889.18  

Tennis West Robertson Park                  8,737.68  

Tools n Things Britannia Reserve                  1,400.59  

Town Team Movement 245 Vincent Street                  1,400.59  

Vincent Men's Shed Woodville Reserve                  1,400.98  

Volleyball WA Royal Park                  3,775.64  

Leederville Toy Library Loftus Community Centre                  1,400.59  

               121,670.69 
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DIFFERENTIAL RATES AND MINIMUM RATES IN 2024/25 
 

In preparing the Differential Rates and Minimum Rates for 2024/25, the City has used the following 
assumptions:  
 
Residential Category: 
The Residential rate imposes a differential rate on land primarily used for residential purposes.  
 
The rate in the dollar has been set at or about the general rate, on the basis that residential properties 
represent 73% of the total gross rental value of all Vincent properties and therefore they will make a 
reasonable contribution to the cost of local government services and facilities. 
 
Vacant - Residential Category: 
The Vacant-Residential rate is imposed on vacant, uninhabitable or undeveloped residential properties that 
are zoned Residential.  
 
The higher rate in the dollar encourages the development of vacant properties, improving the City’s 
streetscape and stimulates growth and development in the community.  
 
Vacant - Commercial: 
The Vacant-Commercial rate is imposed on vacant or undeveloped non-residential properties that are zoned 
Mixed Use, Local Centre, District/Regional Centre, Special Use and Commercial.  
 
The rate in the dollar has been set at or about 177% of the general rate. A higher vacant commercial rate 
encourages the development of vacant properties, improving the City’s streetscape and builds business 
infrastructure that contributes to the local economy.  
 
Other – Commercial/Industrial: 
The Other – Commercial/Industrial rate is imposed on non-residential properties that are used for 
commercial or industrial purposes.  
 
Examples of properties that fall within this category are retail shops, storerooms, car bays, advertisements, 
wholesalers, warehouses, offices, service stations, hotels, taverns and properties generally used for 
business purposes.  
 
The rate in the dollar has been set at or about 92% of the general rate. A lower rate has been designed to 
support and attract businesses to the City thereby stimulating growth and development in the community. 
 
The objective for minimum rating: 
A minimum rate is applied to all differential rate categories within the City of Vincent.  
 
The setting of the minimum rate recognises that every property within the City receives a minimum level of 
benefit from works and services provided throughout the City. By adopting a minimum rate, Council takes 
this benefit into consideration.  
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CONSULTATION/ADVERTISING: 

 
 
Organisation Implementation 
 
Organisations lead engagement and seek input, shape the policies, projects and services for which they are 
responsible.  This is a familiar and traditional approach to policy development, project management and 
service delivery. 
 
Tension:  People feel forced leading to an unresponsive process. 
Mitigation:  Increasing the level of influence, and implementing a transparent, robust process. 
 
Required under regulations/legislation 
 
A robust process to engage with the community and stakeholders 
 
Consultation – Intention to Implement Differential and Minimum Rates - Section 6.36(1) of the Act 
 
Notices which included relevant details of Council’s intention to impose Differential and Minimum Rates and 
an invitation for submissions from electors and ratepayers in respect to the proposed differential rates were 
published on the City of Vincent’s website, social media, newspapers and noticeboards. 
 
Advertising for the City’s intention to levy and the objects and reasons for the 2024/2025 differential rates 
opened on 22nd May 2024 for 21 days and closed at 5pm Wednesday, 12 June 2024.  
 
There was a total of 429 visits to our Differential Rates page during the consultation period with several 
submitting a response. The estimated reach of the consultation is approximately 17,500 based on all forms 
of media used. 
 
Details of submissions received have been included in Attachment 6. A direct response will be provided by 
Administration to the submitters on the specific questions and issues raised.  
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LEGAL/POLICY: 
 
The following clauses from the Local Government Act 1995 are relevant to the preparation of the Annual 
Budget. 
 
6.2. Local government to prepare annual budget 
 
(1) During the period from 1 June in a financial year to 31 August in the next financial year, or such 

extended time as the Minister allows, each local government is to prepare and adopt*, in the form and 
manner prescribed, a budget for its municipal fund for the financial year ending on the 30 June next 
following that 31 August. 

 

* Absolute majority required. 
 
(2) In the preparation of the annual budget the local government is to have regard to the contents of the 

plan for the future of the district made in accordance with section 5.56 and to prepare a detailed 
estimate for the current year of —  

 

(a) the expenditure by the local government; and 
 

(b) the revenue and income, independent of general rates, of the local government; and 
 

(c) the amount required to make up the deficiency, if any, shown by comparing the estimated 
expenditure with the estimated revenue and income. 

 
(3) For the purposes of subsections (2)(a) and (b) all expenditure, revenue and income of the local 

government is to be taken into account unless otherwise prescribed. 
 

(4) The annual budget is to incorporate —  
 

(a) particulars of the estimated expenditure proposed to be incurred by the local government; and 
(b) detailed information relating to the rates and service charges which will apply to land within the 

district including —  
 

(i) the amount it is estimated will be yielded by the general rate; and 
(ii) the rate of interest (if any) to be charged by the local government on unpaid rates and 

service charges; 
 and 
 

(c) the fees and charges proposed to be imposed by the local government; and 
(d) the particulars of borrowings and other financial accommodation proposed to be entered into by 

the local government; and 
(e) details of the amounts to be set aside in, or used from, reserve accounts and of the purpose for 

which they are to be set aside or used; and 
(f) particulars of proposed land transactions and trading undertakings (as those terms are defined 

in and for the purpose of section 3.59) of the local government; and 
(g) such other matters as are prescribed. 

 
(5) Regulations may provide for —  
 

(a) the form of the annual budget; and 
(b) the contents of the annual budget; and 
(c) the information to be contained in or to accompany the annual budget. 

 
6.36. Local government to give notice of certain rates 
 
(1) Before imposing any differential general rates or a minimum payment applying to a differential rate 

category under section 6.35(6)(c) a local government is to give local public notice of its intention to 
do so. 

 

(2) A local government is required to ensure that a notice referred to in subsection (1) is published in 
sufficient time to allow compliance with the requirements specified in this section and section 6.2(1). 
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(3) A notice referred to in subsection (1) –  
 

(a) may be published within the period of 2 months preceding the commencement of the 
financial year to which the proposed rates are to apply on the basis of the local government’s 
estimate of the budget deficiency; and 

 

(b) is to contain –  
 

(i) details of each rate or minimum payment the local government intends to impose; and 
(ii) an invitation for submissions to be made by an elector or a ratepayer in respect of the 

proposed rate or minimum payment and any related matters within 21 days (or such 
longer period as is specified in the notice) of the notice; and 

(iii) any further information in relation to the matters specified in subparagraphs (i) and (ii) 
which may be prescribed; and 

 

(c) is to advise electors and ratepayers of the time and place where a document describing the 
objects of, and reasons for, each proposed rate and minimum payment may be inspected. 

 

(4) The local government is required to consider any submissions received before imposing the 
proposed rate or minimum payment with or without modification. 

 

(5) Where a local government —   

(a) in an emergency, proposes to impose a supplementary general rate or specified area rate under 
section 6.32(3)(a); or   

(b)  proposes to modify the proposed rates or minimum payments after considering any submissions 
under subsection (4),  

it is not required to give local public notice of that proposed supplementary general rate, specified area 
rate, modified rate or minimum payment. 

 
6.26. Rateable land 

(1) Except as provided in this section all land within a district is rateable land.” 
 
Subsection (2) then goes on to specify the nature of properties that are exempt, which in essence includes: 

(a) Crown Land being used for a public purpose or is unoccupied; 

(b) Local government land used for a local government purpose; 

(c) Regional local government land used for that Regional Local Government’s purposes; 

(d) Land used exclusively for a religious body as a place of worship, residence of a minister, a convent, 
nunnery or monastery or occupied exclusively by a religious brotherhood or sisterhood; 

(e) Land used exclusively by a religious body as a school; 

(f) Land used exclusively as a non-government school; 

(g) Land used exclusively for charitable purposes; 

(h) Land vested in trustees for agricultural and horticultural show purposes; 

(i) Land owned by Co-operative Bulk Handling Limited; 

(j) Land exempt from rates under any other written law; 

(k) Land which is declared by the Minister to be exempt from rates. 
 

6.47. Concessions 

Subject to the Rates and Charges (Rebates and Deferments) Act 1992, a local government may at the time 

of imposing a rate or service charge or at a later date resolve to waive* a rate or service charge or resolve to 

grant other concessions in relation to a rate or service charge. 

* Absolute majority required.” 
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Fees and Charges 
 
The fees and charges schedule has been reviewed in conjunction with the Budget development.  The 
following provisions are relevant to the implementation of fees and charges. 
 

6.16. Imposition of fees and charges 
 
(1) A local government may impose* and recover a fee or charge for any goods or service it provides or 

proposes to provide, other than a service for which a service charge is imposed. 
           * Absolute majority required. 
 
(3) Fees and charges are to be imposed when adopting the annual budget but may be — 
 

(a) imposed* during a financial year; and 
(b) amended* from time to time during a financial year. 
 

* Absolute majority required. 

RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS: 

Moderate: The 2024/25 Budget is based on the best information available and considered to be a 
reasonable and prudent representation of the financial performance for the year ahead. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS: 

This is in keeping with the City’s Strategic Community Plan 2022-2032:  
 
Innovative and Accountable 

 Our resources and assets are planned and managed in an efficient and sustainable manner. 

Our community is aware of what we are doing and how we are meeting our goals 

We are open and accountable to an engaged community 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS: 

The Annual Budget, Capital Works Program and Long Term Financial Plan provide resources to support the 
City of Vincent’s Sustainability Programs. 

PUBLIC HEALTH IMPLICATIONS: 

The Annual Budget, Capital Works Program and Long Term Financial Plan provide resources to support the 
City of Vincent’s Public Health Programs. 
 

FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS: 

Subject to Adoption of the Budget on 18 June 2024, the Rates notices will be distributed from 25 July 2024.   
 
Fees and Charges will be updated following the Budget adoption, unless otherwise set by a statutory 
authority to commence on any other date. 
 
The opening surplus for 2024/25 has been decreased from $9,050,809 in the prior year to $4,689,661.   
 
The closing surplus for 2023/24 is an estimate, as is the forecast for carry forward projects. Each of these will 
be submitted to Council for review following the annual audit of the 2023/24 Financial Statements. In the 
interim, the estimates are considered reasonable for calculation of the 2024/25 opening surplus.    
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