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8.3 ANNUAL REVIEW OF DELEGATIONS 

Attachments: 1. Register of Council Delegations - Marked up for 2024 Review    
  

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council: 

1. NOTES the annual review of its delegations in accordance with Section 5.46(2) of the Local 
Government Act 1995, as outlined in this report; and 

2. DELEGATES BY ABSOLUTE MAJORITY the local government functions listed in the City’s 
Council Delegated Authority Register included as Attachment 1. 

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT: 

To consider amendments to the City's Delegated Authority Register (Register), following a review as 
required under the Local Government Act 1995 (Act). 

DELEGATION: 

In accordance with section 5.42 of the Act the power to delegate local government powers and duties to the 
CEO requires an absolute majority and vote.  

BACKGROUND: 

Delegations are used in local government in a number of circumstances including where:  
 

• The business of the local government could not be efficiently carried on if the council or CEO were to 
personally exercise their discretion to enforce all the rights or discharge all the duties; and  
 

• Through practical administration, the council or CEO needs to appoint other employees to exercise 
their discretion to make decisions, exercise powers or discharge duties on behalf of the local 
government. 

 
All delegations made under the Act must be made by absolute majority and recorded in a register.  
 
Sections 5.18 and 5.46 of the Act require that at least once every financial year, delegations are to be 
reviewed by the delegator for those delegations under the Act, but also presents an opportunity to review 
delegations made under other legislation. Council undertook its last annual review of delegations in April 
2023 and endorsed the proposed outcome of that review at its 20 June 2023 meeting. 
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DETAILS: 

In March 2024, Administration undertook a review of Council’s delegations. A ‘tracked changes’ version of 
the Council Delegations Register is at Attachment 1. 
 
As a result of this review the following changes to the Council delegations are proposed. 
 

Delegation Action Comments 

2.2.9 - 
Control 
reserves and 
certain 
unvested 
facilities 

Re-name delegation to 
Control of roads, reserves 
and certain unvested 
facilities. 
 

To accurately reflect the updated delegation  

Extend express power or 
duty to s3.51(3) & (4) of the 
Local Government Act 1995 
and s46 & s55(2) of the 
Land Administration Act 
1997 
 

To enable the City’s Infrastructure and Environment 
team to adequately manage the City’s roads, reserves, 
and unvested facilities. 
 
The delegation has been updated to reflect the specific 
head of power in relation to management of roads (s55 
Land Administration Act 1997). This had been assumed 
to otherwise reside under the head of power for reserve 
management (s46 of the LA Act). This reflects current 
practice of the City. 
 

Extend delegation function 
to authority to manage 
roads, provide public notice 
and review submissions 
relating to public works.  
 

2.2.31 – 
Appointing 
External 
Complaints 
Officer 

Remove the word “External” 
from the Title, Function and 
Conditions to extend 
delegation to the 
appointment of an internal 
Complaints Officer.  

To enable the Chief Executive Officer to appoint internal 
or external Complaints Officers to receive complaints 
and withdraw complaints related to the City’s Code of 
Conduct for Council Members, Committee Members and 
Candidates. 

4.1 – Grant or 
refuse a 
Building 
Permit 

Re-name delegation to 
Building Permits. 

Renaming to Building Permits provide clarification the 
delegation under this section is specifically in relation to 
building permits only. 

4.4 - Private 
Swimming 
Pool Safety 
Barrier 
Inspections 
 

New delegation Building Amendment Regulations 2023 was published 
on 21 December 2023. There are changes to safety pool 
barrier control. As such, necessary to have new 
delegation for private swimming pool safety barrier 
inspections to provide clarity on authority in relation to 
pool control. 

8.1.7 – 
Appointment 
of Authorised 
Persons 
(under Cat 
Act 2011) 
 

Delete delegation. Section 48 of the Cat Act 2011 was repealed in 2019. 
The power to appoint authorised officers for the purpose 
of the Cat Act 2011 is appointed to the CEO under 
section 9.10 of the Local Government Act 1995.    

9.8 – 
Appointment 
of Authorised 
Persons (Dog 
Act 1976)  

Remove authority to appoint 
authorised officers from 
delegation function.   

The power to appoint authorised officers for the purpose 
of the Dog Act 1976 is appointed to the CEO under 
section 9.10 of the Local Government Act 1995.    
 

Re-name delegation to 
Appointment of Registration 
Officers.    

To accurately reflect the objective of the delegation.   
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Delegation Action Comments 

16.1.1 - 
Determination 
of various 
applications 
for 
development 
approval 
under the 
City’s Local 
Planning 
Scheme 

Amendments to heritage 
demolition condition 6.   

At the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 17 May 2022, 

Administration recommended modifications to the 

wording of condition 6. This is so that demolition of 

structures/buildings on a heritage-protected place that 

do not contribute towards the heritage significance of a 

heritage-protected place could be determined by 

Administration under delegated authority. 

 

Council resolved to modify the recommended wording so 

that all demolition proposed on a heritage-protected 

place requires Council determination. In summary, 

Council’s modified wording was for two key reasons: 

 

1. The recommended wording relied on the statement of 

significance to determine what does or does not 

contribute to the heritage significance of a heritage-

protected place. Council considered that 

distinguishing whether factors contribute to the 

heritage significance of the heritage place is not 

straight forward and involves subjective assessment. 

Relying on the statement of significance would be an 

uncertain and incomplete measure in determining 

whether a structure/building contributed to the 

heritage significance of a place; and 

2. Council considered dealing with applications for 

demolition on heritage-protected places under 

delegation weakens the existing process, as it 

removes a key level of oversight over 

Administration’s decision making in an area important 

to the City, community and our collective heritage, 

and is not supportive of the principles of good 

governance. 

 

Administration has reviewed the effectiveness of 

delegations relating to development applications 

involving demolition to heritage places since the Register 

of Delegations were last reviewed in May 2023.  

 

Between May 2023 and April 2024, Administration has 

presented 28 development applications to Council for 

determination. 15 of these involved demolition to 

structures/buildings on heritage-protected places. Of 

these 15 applications, eight were presented to Council 

only due to condition 6. Seven out of these eight 

applications were determined by Council en bloc, 

consistent with the officer recommendation. Discussion 

on the eighth application related to the new works 

proposed rather than the demolition proposed. Council 

ultimately resolved to approve the eighth application 

consistent with the officer recommendation and without 

amendment. 

 

 

https://www.vincent.wa.gov.au/Profiles/vincent/Assets/ClientData/Documents/Council/Agendas/2022/20220517_Council_Meeting/Item_12_1_Annual_Review_of_Council_Delegations.pdf
https://vincent.infocouncil.biz/Open/2022/05/CO_20220517_MIN_7444.PDF#page=44
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Delegation Action Comments 

The wording of Condition 6 is recommended to be 

modified to grant Administration delegation to determine 

some development applications involving demolition to a 

heritage place.  

 

These recommended changes would reflect processes 

that Administration has implemented in the assessment 

and preparation of each report presented to Council 

since May 2023. This would ensure heritage implications 

arising from proposed demolition are considered, 

addressed and align with good heritage management 

practices. 

 

The recommended wording also responds to Council’s 

reasons for the existing delegations at its meeting on 17 

May 2022.  

 

Specifically, the proposed changes to Condition 6 would 

ensure that applications determined under delegation 

have been assessed consistently, and that the 

demolition proposed has been supported by a heritage 

conservation specialist on the City’s Design Review 

Panel, meets the prescribed standard in the City’s 

planning policies, and does not relate to a 

structure/building that contributes towards the heritage 

significance of the place. This is further detailed below. 

 

1. Design Review Panel Referral to Heritage Specialist 

- The demolition being supported by a member of the 

City’s Design Review Panel specialising in Heritage. 

This would ensure any decisions made under 

delegation have been considered, informed and 

found acceptable by an independent heritage expert. 

This would provide a level of oversight as well as 

ensuring consideration of implications on the 

heritage significance of a place in the assessment of 

any applications involving demolition. 

2. Satisfying Policy Standards - The development 

satisfying the relevant Acceptable Development 

criteria (or equivalent prescribed standard) of the 

City’s local planning policies relating to heritage. This 

would ensure proposals for demolition align with 

Council’s position as established in the planning 

framework. 

3. Statement of Significance - The structure/building 

does not contribute towards the heritage significance 

of the heritage place as specified within the 

Statement of Significance. This would ensure 

proposals to demolish structures/buildings that do 

contribute to the heritage significance of a place 

would continue to be presented to Council for 

determination.  
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Delegation Action Comments 

If any of these three criteria are not met, then 

Administration would not have delegated authority to 

deal with the application proposing demolition to a 

heritage place. Rather, it would need to be determined 

by Council to consider the merits of the proposal and 

areas of discretion. 

Remove wording “State 
Planning Policy 7.3” from 
Council Conditions 2, 9b and 
11. 

To accurately reflect the title of the Residential Design 

Codes following amendments gazetted on 10 April 2024 

by the State Government. 

 

The Residential Design Codes, including Volume 1 and 

Volume 2, no longer operate as a State Planning Policy 

and should be referred to as the “Residential Design 

Codes”.  

 

CONSULTATION/ADVERTISING: 

Nil. 

LEGAL/POLICY: 

Section 5.46(2) of the Act requires Council to review of its delegations at least once every financial year. 

RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 

Low:  It is low risk for Council to approve proposed amendments and updates to the delegations register due 
to the conditions on the delegations which define clear authorities and accountabilities for City officers. The 
annual review of delegations by Council is a statutory requirement and is also necessary to ensure the 
delegations remain consistent with legislation and applicable to the City’s current operational needs. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS: 

This is in keeping with the City’s Strategic Community Plan 2022-2032: 
 
Innovative and Accountable  

Our decision-making process is consistent and transparent, and decisions are aligned to our 
strategic direction.
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