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9.2 EXPANSION OF GREENTRACK INCENTIVE PROGRAM 

Attachments: 1. Amended Fees and Charges 2024.25 (pages 16-17)    
  

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council: 

1. APPROVES BY ABSOLUTE MAJORITY, in accordance with Section 6.16 of the Local 
Government Act 1995, to adopt the following amendment to the Schedule of Fees and Charges 
2024/2025 and as shown in red text in Attachment 1: 

1.1 To reduce development application fees for single houses, grouped and multiple 
dwellings, commercial and mixed-use development, including additions with a 
construction cost greater than the value of $50,000, which retain significant trees. 

A significant tree is one that meets the following: 

• Healthy specimens with ongoing viability; and 

• Species is not included on a National, State or local area weed register; and 

• Height of at least 4 metres. Xanthorrhoea (grass tree) species from a height of at 
least 1.2 metres and Banksia species from a height of at least 3 metres will be 
considered; and/or 

• Trunk diameter of at least 160 millimetres, measured 1m from the ground; and/or 

• Average canopy diameter of at least 4 metres; and/or 

• Any other species likely to be a remnant or regrowth local native tree with a height 
or canopy width deemed significant by the City; and/or 

• Established trees that are significant from an Aboriginal Heritage perspective. These 
can include Nuytsia floribunda (Western Australian Christmas Tree); and/or 

• Any mature specimens that provide habitat or food for local fauna. For example, 
Banksia and Hakea are known food sources for the Carnaby’s Black Cockatoo. 

1.2 This will not apply to Development Assessment Panel applications. The development 
application fee shall be reduced by $200.00 per development application; 

2. SUPPORTS Administration to: 

2.1 continue the pre-lodgement consultation service until the end of the 2025/26 financial 
year for homeowners, developers and designers to receive advice from a member of the 
City’s Design Review Panel on how they can improve energy efficiency in their design 
and retain significant trees in their design; 

2.2 expand the existing GreenTrack Priority Assessment Process to include proposals for 
single houses, grouped and multiple dwellings, commercial and mixed use development, 
including alterations and additions, that retain significant trees. This would not apply to 
applications being considered by the Development Assessment Panel; and 

2.3 continue to progress efforts for greater tree retention on private property through a 
multi-faceted approach by coordinating incentives, public education, advocacy and 
planning controls, while monitoring and adapting strategies to ensure ongoing 
effectiveness. 
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PURPOSE OF REPORT: 

The purpose of this report is to: 
 
1. Update Elected Members on the existing GreenTrack incentive program; 
 
2. Seek authorisation for Administration to expand the GreenTrack incentive program to promote and 

encourage the retention of trees which are deemed to be ‘significant’. This would apply to 
development applications for new single houses, grouped dwellings, multiple dwellings, commercial 
and mixed use developments, including proposals for additions that meet certain thresholds; and 

 
3. Obtain Council’s approval for an amendment to the Fees and Charges 2024/2025, as detailed in 

Attachment 1. This relates to development applications for development types identified in item 2 
above where a Significant Tree is proposed to be retained. 

DELEGATION: 

Section 6.16 of the Local Government Act 1995 requires Council to adopt by Absolute Majority an 
amendment to the to the Schedule of Fees and Charges 2024/2025. 

BACKGROUND: 

Green Track Program 
 
In line with the City’s Sustainable Environment Strategy 2019-2024 (SES), the City has advocated for higher 
environmentally sustainable design (ESD) standards for new builds and retrofits to both State and Federal 
Governments. This is because there is an absence of a State Government led, consistent approach to 
providing ESD standards in planning frameworks relevant to single house, grouped dwelling and commercial 
developments in Western Australia. 
 
At its Ordinary Meeting of 21 November 2023 Council resolved the following: 
 
1. APPROVES BY ABSOLUTE MAJORITY, in accordance with Section 6.16 of the Local Government 

Act 1995, to adopt the following amendment to the Schedule of Fees and Charges 2022/2023 and as 
shown in red text in Attachment 1: 

1.1 To reduce development application fees for Single House and Grouped Dwelling proposals, 
including alterations and additions, that submit a Lifecycle Assessment Report in accordance 
with Local Housing Objectives of Policy No. 7.1.1 – Built Form. The development application fee 
shall be reduced by the cost incurred by the proponent to obtain the Life Cycle Assessment 
Report, capped at a maximum reduction of $200.00 per development application; 2.  

2. SUPPORTS Administration to implement a trial pre-lodgement consultation service until the end of the 
2023/24 financial year for homeowners, developers and designers to receive advice from a member of 
the City’s Design Review Panel on how they can improve energy efficiency in their design; and  

3. SUPPORTS Administration to implement a Priority Assessment Process where Single House and 
Grouped Dwelling proposals submit an eligible Lifecycle Assessment Report in accordance with Local 
Housing Objectives of Policy No. 7.1.1 – Built Form. 

 
The City’s GreenTrack Program was developed to encourage more people to construct energy and resource 
efficient homes by incorporating ESD principles. It was launched in February 2024. 
 
Protection of Tree Canopy on Private Land 
 
Perth has the lowest tree canopy coverage in Australia and is continuing to see a loss of existing trees as 
part of new developments and within the public realm. This tree canopy loss is being accelerated due to the 
spread of polyphagous shot-hole borer. Currently the planning framework provides limited controls for the 
retention of existing trees and the provision of new tree canopy. 
 
Through the ongoing review of its local planning and policy framework there is the opportunity for the City to 
investigate new mechanisms to improve Vincent’s urban canopy, and to continue to be a leader in 
advocating for improved urban greening and ESD through new developments. 

https://www.vincent.wa.gov.au/Profiles/vincent/Assets/ClientData/Documents/Environment/0631_-_Sustainable_Environment_Strategy_v5.pdf
https://vincent.infocouncil.biz/Open/2023/11/CO_20231121_MIN_9556.PDF
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Notice of Motion 
 
At its meeting on 19 March 2024, Council adopted Mayor Xamon’s Notice of Motion (NOM) that seeks to 
protect more tree canopy on private land. The NOM is as follows: 
 
1. NOTES the critical role that tree canopy plays in making cities liveable, reducing the urban heat island 

effect and providing a habitat for local flora and fauna; and 
 
2. REQUESTS that the City: 
 

2.1 Prioritises the progress of planning controls to ensure greater protection of trees and canopy 
provision on private land; and 

2.2 Advocates to the Western Australian Planning Commission and Minister for Planning for greater 
protection of trees on private land. 

 
Multi-Faceted Approach to Tree Canopy Retention 
 
Successfully retaining tree canopy on private land requires balancing diverse interests, coordinating various 
local government actions and to have these working together effectively. These include incentives, public 
education and awareness, advocacy to State Government, and planning controls. These are briefly 
described below. 
 

• Incentives: Providing financial and non-financial incentives for property owners to retain mature trees 
and increase tree canopy. Expanding the Greentrack Incentive Program can encourage property 
owners to retain mature trees and expand tree canopy. Financial incentives for preserving trees, along 
with a streamlined assessment pathway for developments that preserve significant trees, can make tree 
retention more appealing. These incentives can promote participation and greater uptake of tree 
preservation. 
 

• Planning Controls: Leveraging the planning framework for tree retention together with tree planting is 
important so it forms part of development design and approval processes. Tree-friendly provisions in the 
planning framework would ensure tree canopy retention while providing for the need of new housing 
and density. Planning controls that achieve this goal can ensure long-term canopy retention for 
redevelopment sites. 
 
The first step in improving our planning controls for greater tree retention is the review of the City’s 
Policy No. 7.6.3 - Trees of Significance. This is another item on this Council meeting agenda. 

 

• Community Education and Awareness: Raising awareness about the benefits of tree canopy retention, 
including reduced heat, better air quality and higher property values. Providing resources and tools on 
tree care can encourage and build broader support for tree preservation as a benefit, not a burden. This 
can help to drive voluntary participation for tree canopy retention. 

 

• Advocacy: Advocating for State support is key to achieving tree retention goals. This includes adequate 
funding for local tree planting programs and pushing for reforms to the planning framework for greater 
tree canopy protection. Effective advocacy will drive the necessary funding and legislative changes for 
large-scale tree retention. 

 

• Monitor and Evaluate Progress: Tracking the success of tree retention efforts requires better access to 
reliable mapping data to monitor canopy cover. Ongoing investment in data collection together with 
monitoring our tree protection strategies would ensure our efforts remain effective and can be adapted. 

 
Incentives is just one part of these actions and expansion of the GreenTrack Incentives Program is the 
subject of this report. 
 
  

https://vincent.infocouncil.biz/Open/2024/03/CO_20240319_MIN_10631.PDF
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Update on Notice of Motion Actions 
 
Resolution 2.1 – Investigation of Planning Controls 
 
Administration has undertaken a review of existing measures that local, state and territory governments 
across Australia, as well as several international governments, have undertaken to address the loss of trees 
on private land. 
 
This has identified that while there are some existing planning controls that are available to ensure the 
protection and enhancement of tree canopy on private property, there are also barriers to implementing 
these measures. 
 
Based on its review Administration recommends a multi-phased approach to protecting trees and improving 
urban canopy on private land, including a short term and medium to long term response: 
 

• Short Term – This is a combination of tree protection measures under the Trees of Significance Policy 
and incentives for the retention of trees on private property through an expansion of the GreenTrack 
program. 

 

• Medium to Long Term – This would consist of providing additional incentives and tree protection 
guidance and provisions throughout the City’s planning framework. This includes amending the City’s 
Policy No. 7.1.1 – Built Form (Built Form Policy) and the current review of the Local Planning Strategy 
and Local Planning Scheme No. 2 (LPS2). 

 
Any provisions and incentives would also need to be supported by obtaining improved data and 
mapping collection for tree canopy. 

 
Administration is proposing to expand the existing GreenTrack program to include development applications 
(DA) where proponents seek to retain a tree which meets the following definition of a ‘Significant Tree’: 
 

• Healthy specimens with ongoing viability; and 

• Species is not included on a National, State or local area weed register; and 

• Height of at least 4 metres. Xanthorrhoea (grass tree) species from a height of at least 1.2 metres and 
Banksia species from a height of at least 3 metres will be considered; and/or 

• Trunk diameter of at least 160 millimetres, measured 1m from the ground; and/or 

• Average canopy diameter of at least 4 metres; and/or 

• Any other species likely to be a remnant or regrowth local native tree with a height or canopy width 
deemed significant by the City; and/or 

• Established trees that are significant from an Aboriginal Heritage perspective. These can include 
Nuytsia floribunda (Western Australian Christmas Tree); and/or 

• Any mature specimens that provide habitat or food for local fauna. For example, Banksia and Hakea are 
known food sources for the Carnaby’s Black Cockatoo. 

 
This definition has been modelled off the R Codes definition of a ‘Significant Existing Tree’, but expanded to 
included reference to trees that are significant from an Aboriginal Heritage perspective, or that provide 
habitat and food for local fauna. 
 
This would support the retention of existing tree canopy on private properties as part of developments being 
designed. 
 
Proponents would be eligible for a reduction in DA fees, have access to a free pre-lodgement consultation 
session with the City’s DRP Landscape Architect, and have a prioritised development assessment. 
 
Resolution 2.2 – Advocating to State Government 
 
Since the March Council Meeting, Administration has been advocating for greater tree protection as part of 
attending meetings of the WALGA Planning Advisory and Urban Forrest Working Groups and Perth Inner-
City Group (PICG) meetings. This work has included collaborating with other planning units in the PICG in 
the preparation of briefing and scoping papers. 
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It is expected that the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage will release the draft Urban Forest 
Strategy for Perth and Peel by the end of the year. The City made a submission in respect to this draft 
Strategy. 
 
Administration will also continue advocating for wider protection of urban tree canopy across the metropolitan 
region, and for frequent updates to the State Government’s Urban Tree Canopy Dashboard. This is to 
ensure a current, reliable and centralised source of tree canopy mapping. This data is crucial for accurate 
measuring and reporting. 

DETAILS: 

Existing GreenTrack Initiative for ESD 
 
Since the launch of GreenTrack in February 2024: 
 

• Uptake in GreenTrack – A total of 14 development applications for Single House and Grouped 
Dwellings, including for alterations and additions, have been lodged with a Life Cycle Assessment (LCA) 
to receive a prioritised assessment. This represents 22 percent of all Single House and Grouped 
Dwelling development applications received since February. 

 

• Improved ESD Outcomes - GreenTrack applications have achieved the following outcomes by meeting 
the City’s Built Form Policy objectives relating to ESD: 

 

• Improved Global Warming Potential – Applications submitted with an LCA achieved an average 
74% saving of global warming potential against Perth statistical average residences (this exceeds 
the Built Form Policy target of 50%). 

• Improved Net Fresh Water Use – Applications submitted with an LCA achieved an average 53% 
saving of net freshwater use saving against Perth statistical average residences (exceeding the 
Policy target of 50%). 

 

• Prioritised Assessment – The City has met all agreed timeframes set under the GreenTrack prioritised 
assessment initiative. The first assessment of all GreenTrack applications have been completed within 
10 days of lodgement and amended plans have all been assessed within 5 days of their submission. 
Prioritisation of GreenTrack applications has not impacted the approval of other DA’s in the system, of 
which 98% were determined within statutory and agreed timeframes in 2023/24. 

 

• DRP Advice – Five Green Design appointments have been held since February 2024. This is a free 
one-hour consultation service with a member from the City’s DRP with ESD expertise. Two of these pre-
lodgement appointments resulted in development applications being lodged under the GreenTrack 
assessment stream. The total cost of providing free Green Design appointments resulted in a cost to the 
City of $2,200.00. It is proposed to extend this initiative until the end of the 2025/26 financial year. 

 
Indicative expenditure estimates presented to Council at its meeting on 21 November 2023 predicted 
discounts to application fees would result in a loss of revenue of $5,200 per year and the cost of providing 
free Green Design appointments would be between $2,860 and $10,120. 
 
The Council resolution on 21 November 2023 supported Administration to implement a trial pre-lodgement 
consultation service until the end of the 2023/24 financial year.  
 
Proposed Expansion of GreenTrack for Tree Retention 
 
It is proposed to expand the City’s GreenTrack initiative to support retention and designing around existing 
trees. 
 
The City’s Built Form Policy and recent changes to the R Codes have made progress in recent years through 
the inclusion of standards that require tree planting and deep soil areas for new developments. 
 
The R Codes also provide for reduction in landscaping requirements for applicants that retain mature trees. 
 
To further promote the retention of mature trees, Administration proposes to expand the existing GreenTrack 
program to provide planning, advisory and financial incentives. 
 

https://www.wa.gov.au/government/document-collections/better-urban-forest-planning-perth-and-peel
https://www.vincent.wa.gov.au/Profiles/vincent/Assets/ClientData/Documents/Council/Agendas/2023/21_November_2023_Meeting/Item_9_4_Greentrack_Incentives_for_Environmentally_Sustainable_Designed_Developments.pdf
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The incentives would apply to new single houses, grouped dwellings, multiple dwellings, commercial 
development and mixed-use development (including additions). 
 
The program will not apply to developments which are being considered under the Development Assessment 
Panel (DAP) pathway. This is due to the complexity of DAP applications and the limited ability for the City to 
reasonably expedite assessments. 
 
This would apply to existing trees that meet the City’s definition of a ‘Significant Tree’ that is outlined above. 
 
The expansion of the GreenTrack initiative would extend the existing incentives for ESD to tree retention. 
This would include the following: 
 
1. Pre-Lodgement DRP Advice 
 
The existing GreenTrack program provides a free one-hour consultation service with a member from the 
City’s DRP with ESD expertise. 
 
Administration proposes to expand this service to include pre-lodgement advice from the City’s DRP 
Landscape Architect to inform how new developments could be designed to retain existing trees on site. 
 
This initiative would cost the City a maximum of $440.00 per consultation. 
 
DRP advice for the retention of trees would apply to new single houses, grouped dwellings, multiple 
dwellings, commercial development and mixed-use developments. Proposals for additions with a cost of 
development of $50,000 or more will also be eligible to use this service. 
 
2. Discounted Development Application fees  
 
The existing GreenTrack program provides for a discount of DA fees of up to $200.00 to reimburse the cost 
of obtaining an LCA. 
 
Administration proposes to expand this service to applications that have been designed to retain trees that 
meet the City’s definition of a Significant Tree, and where the new development can be demonstrated to 
directly result in the tree’s retention. 
 
This would apply to all new single houses, grouped dwellings, commercial developments, as well as 
proposals for additions with cost of development of $50,000 or more will also be eligible to receive this 
refund.  
 
Administration would secure the ongoing retention of Significant Trees through conditions of approval in 
where the tree proposed for retention is tied to the acceptability of certain departures under the planning 
framework or where the applicant agrees to a condition. 
 
The development application fee reduction requires an amendment to the City’s Fees and Charges 
2024/2025 Schedule, as shown in red text in Attachment 1. 
 
3. Priority Assessment of Development Applications  
 
The existing GreenTrack program provides that DA for all single house and grouped dwelling development 
applications, including for alterations and additions, that are submitted with a LCA would be offered a 
prioritised assessment. 
 
This includes: 
 

• Prioritising first assessment of an application, within 10 days of a complete application being submitted; 
and 

• Prioritising assessment of amended plans and/or additional information submitted following a request 
for further information, within 5 days of its submission. 

 
Administration proposes to expand this prioritised assessment to apply to developments that propose the 
retention of Significant Trees. The introduction of this would mean such proposals would be prioritised for 
assessment over other applications in the City’s system. 
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This pathway would apply to single houses, grouped dwellings and to commercial developments, as well as 
additions exceeding a development cost of $50,000. This prioritised assessment pathway would not apply to 
applications being considered under the Development Assessment Panel Pathway. 
 
Administration would ensure that the tree can be retained by assessing if development is encroaching on the 
tree protection zone or impact to the tree canopy. 

CONSULTATION/ADVERTISING: 

Consultation for expansion of GreenTrack 
 
The existing GreenTrack program has been promoted to homeowners, builders, developers and other 
industry professionals through website content, information sheets, social media, industry events and 
general advice provided over the phone and through pre-lodgement meetings to encourage developers to 
uptake. 
 
This would be expanded, and existing context updated to include information about the incentives applicable 
to proposals that incorporate the retention of significant trees. 
 
During the consultation period, Administration will also communicate the review of the Trees of Significance 
Policy and the proposed benefits that this pathway provides to owners of trees deemed significant. 
 
Amendment to Fees and Charges 2024/2025 
 
Public notice of the amendment to fees and charges are required to be made in accordance with Section 
6.19 of the Local Government Act 1995. This will involve a: 
 

• notice published on the City’s website; 

• notice posted to the City’s social media; 

• notice published on the City’s Business E-News; 

• notice published in the local newspapers; and 

• notice at the City’s Administration and Library and Local History Centre. 
 

 
 
Organisation Implementation 
Organisations lead engagement and seek input, shape the policies, projects and services for which they are 
responsible.  This is a familiar and traditional approach to policy development, project management and 
service delivery. 
Tension:  People feel forced leading to an unresponsive process. 
Mitigation:  Increasing the level of influence, and implementing a transparent, robust process. 
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Your organisation has the legitimacy to lead and implement 
 
A robust process to engage with the community and stakeholders 
 
Behavioural Change 
 
Organisations lead the conversation and identify the potential contributions to behavioural change. 
 
Tension: There is no collective “why”/feeling forced/judged, undesirable impact/cost to make the change. 
Mitigation: To build the collective before the change becomes a requirement. 
 
Pursuit and achievement of the object of engagment cannot be achieved without the action of stakeholder, 
partners, communities or individuals 
 
Testing is a key component 

LEGAL/POLICY: 

• Local Government Act 1995; 

• Planning and Development Act 2005; 

• Planning and Development (Local Planning Schemes) Regulations 2015; and 

• Planning and Development Regulations 2009. 
 
In accordance with the City’s Policy Development and Review Policy, GreenTrack is covered under internal 
procedures. 
 
In accordance with section 6.16 of the Local Government Act 1995 approval by an absolute majority of 
Council is required to amend the Schedule of Fees and Charges. 
 

 

RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 

Low:  It is low risk for Council to support planning initiatives to protect and promote the retention of significant 
trees in new developments. 
  



ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 10 DECEMBER 2024 

Item 9.2 Page 9 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS: 

This is in keeping with the City’s Strategic Community Plan 2022-2032: 
 
Enhanced Environment 

Our urban forest/canopy is maintained and increased. 
We have minimised our impact on the environment. 
 
Connected and Healthy Community 

We protect, improve and promote public health and wellbeing within Vincent. 
 
Thriving Places 
 
We encourage innovation in business, social enterprise and imaginative uses of space, both public and 
private. 
 
Sensitive Design 

Our planning framework supports quality design, sustainable urban built form and is responsive to our 
community and local context. 
 
Innovative and Accountable 

We deliver our services, projects and programs in the most inclusive, efficient, effective and sustainable way 
possible. 
We embrace good ideas or innovative approaches to our work to get better outcomes for Vincent and our 
community. 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS: 

This is in keeping with the following key sustainability outcomes of the City’s Sustainable Environment 
Strategy 2019-2024. 
 
Urban Greening and Biodiversity 

PUBLIC HEALTH IMPLICATIONS: 

This is in keeping with the following priority health outcomes of the City’s Public Health Plan 2020-2025: 
 
Increased mental health and wellbeing 

FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS: 

Expenditure Sources 
 
A DA fee income of $430,000.00 was budgeted for the 2024/25 financial year. 
 
The City has received $179,000.00 in development application fees within quarter one of the financial year. 
This equates to 54 percent of the budgeted income. 
 
The operating budget for Design Review Panel expenditure is $70,000.00. 
 
The expenditure at the end of quarter one of the financial year was $13,230.00, noting an upward trend of 
items being presented to DRP. 
 
The cost of the advisory service would be taken from the City’s DRP operational budget. Administration may 
seek additional budget as part of budget review and preparation, depending on the uptake of this service. 
The surplus of DA fee revenue would offset this expense. 
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The loss of revenue from a reduction of fees is provided in greater detail below. This would be absorbed in 
fees received for the lodgement of development applications, given the City is anticipated to exceed budget 
income for development applications. 
 
The uptake in the proposed financial initiatives cannot be confidently predicted given the services would be 
the first of their kind. The existing GreenTrack program has demonstrated that the incentives can be 
accommodated within the operating budget. 
 
It is recommended the services are put in place on a trial basis until the end of the 2025/26 financial year, at 
which time the City can review the uptake in the service and subsequent financial impact to inform the next 
financial year’s budget. 
 
Indictive Expenditure 
 
1. Free Design Advisory Service 
 
The cost of this service to the City would be $440.00 per session held, which includes one-hour preparation 
time and one-hour session with an applicant. This is based on the remuneration paid to DRP members per 
hour in accordance with the DRP Terms of Reference. 
 
Five pre-lodgement Green Advice meetings have been held across eight months since GreenTrack was 
launched. The total expenditure over this period has been $2,200.00. 
 
If there were two Green Advice meetings for tree retention per month based on uptake, the total expenditure 
would be $10,560.00 per annum. 
 
2. Financial Incentive of Discounting Development Application Fee 
 
Since February 2024, a total of 20 percent of all single house and grouped dwelling development 
applications have been lodged as GreenTrack applications. 
 
The submission of LCAs for single house and grouped dwelling proposals over the last three financial years 
is shown in the below table. There has been a total of 523 DA’s submitted for single house, grouped 
dwelling, multiple dwelling and commercial developments, with a cost of development over $50,000.00. 
 
Since the launch of GreenTrack, 20 percent of eligible development proposals have been lodged through the 
GreenTrack pathway. Based on this uptake and if 20 percent of eligible development proposals were to 
uptake the service for tree retention and a maximum fee reduction of $200.00 was applied to each of these 
applications, there would be an average of $6,973.00 loss of revenue per year. 
 
The average development application fee for single house, grouped dwelling, multiple dwelling and 
commercial development proposals with a cost of development over $50,000.00 over the last three financial 
years was $1,502.00. The average income for these development applications over each of the last three 
financial years was $261,280.00. 
 
Based on the above figures the reduction of development application fees would represent a 2.7 percent loss 
in revenue. 
 

Financial Year 

Total No. of Single House, Grouped 
Dwelling, Multiple Dwelling & Commercial 
developments determined with a cost of 

development >$50,000.00 

Loss of revenue if 20% of 
DA fees were reduced by 

$200.00 

2021/22 222 $8,880.00 

2022/23 141 $5,640.00 

2023/24 160 $6400.00 

 
The proposed incentive seeks to increase the uptake in the applications submitted with a LCA or retention of 
existing trees, resulting in a likely increase in loss of revenue. 
 
The uptake in this service cannot be predicted given the service would be the first of its kind in the State. It is 
recommended the service is put in place on a trial basis until the end of the 2025/26 financial year, at which 
time the City can review the uptake in the service and subsequent financial impact while considering the next 
budget. 
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3. Priority Assessment of Development Applications that Retain a Significant Tree 
 
There would be no financial/budget implications for this initiative given it relates to Administration’s internal 
process changes only. 

COMMENTS: 

The City of Vincent was the first local government in Australia to launch the GreenTrack priority assessment 
service for residential DA’s. 
 
Since launching, the innovative approach has successfully balanced the incorporation of ESD into single 
house and grouped dwelling proposals, while reducing financial barriers and assessment timeframes. 
 
The expanded GreenTrack incentives would deliver sustainably designed dwellings and encourage greater 
tree retention through a streamlined approval process. 
 
The planning initiatives to support the retention of trees would have a positive impact on the City of Vincent 
and local community. 
 
The expansion of GreenTrack is one of the first initiatives that Administration is proposing to address 
Mayor Xamon’s NOM and the strategic focus area of the City’s Corporate Business Plan for the greater 
retention of existing tree canopy on private properties. 
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