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9.4 ADVERTISING OF PROPOSED REVOCATION - LOCAL PLANNING POLICY NO. 7.4.2 - AGED 
OR DEPENDENT PERSONS' DWELLINGS 

Attachments: 1. Local Planning Policy No. 7.4.2 - Aged or Dependent Persons' Dwellings   
2. Local Planning Policy No. 7.4.2 - Aged or Dependent Persons' Dwellings 

Comparison with the R-Codes    
  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

1. PREPARES a notice of revocation of Local Planning Policy No. 7.4.2 – Aged or Dependent 
Persons’ Dwellings, included in Attachment 1, for the purpose of community consultation, 
pursuant to Schedule 2, Part 3, Clause 6(b)(i) of the Planning and Development (Local 
Planning Schemes) Regulations 2015; 

2. AUTHORISES the Chief Executive Officer to carry out community consultation on the 
proposed revocation in accordance with Schedule 2, Part 3, Clause 6(b)(ii) of the Planning 
and Development (Local Planning Schemes) Regulations 2015; 

3. PUBLISHES the notice of revocation in accordance with Schedule 2, Part 3, Clause 6(b)(ii) of 
the Planning and Development (Local Planning Schemes) Regulations 2015, if no 
submissions are received during the community consultation period; and 

4. NOTES that if any submissions are received during the community consultation period, that 
these would be presented to Council for consideration. 

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT: 

For Council to consider revoking Local Planning Policy No. 7.4.2 – Aged or Dependent Persons’ Dwellings, 
included in Attachment 1, for the purpose of undertaking community consultation on the proposed 
revocation. 

BACKGROUND: 

At its March 2001 Ordinary Meeting, Council adopted Local Planning Policy No. 7.4.2 – Aged or Dependent 
Persons’ Dwellings (Policy). The Policy was subsequently amended 12 February 2013. 
 
The Policy was developed in response to the identified need for housing diversity, adaptability, affordability, 
and choice to cater for smaller households and people with special needs. The City’s Local Planning 
Strategy projected an increase in people aged 55 years and over living within the City, many of whom would 
be living alone. This mirrored trends in the Western Australian Planning Commission’s Directions 2031, 
concerning the State’s ageing population, longer life expectancies and smaller households. 

DETAILS: 

Since the Policy was amended in 2013, the state planning framework has evolved to control the 
development of aged or dependent persons’ dwellings within the R-Codes. Attachment 2 provides a review 
of the provisions contained within the Policy against the R-Codes and the impact of the removal of the Policy 
from the planning framework. 
 
The Policy currently adds an unnecessary layer of complexity to the approvals process. Rather than 
facilitating development of aged or dependent persons’ dwellings within the City, it creates another legislative 
barrier, which provides nothing further than existing state policy. To facilitate a greater diversity of high 
quality, appropriate housing for aged or dependent persons, Administration recommends the Policy is 
revoked and a planning information sheet is prepared to present the information in a clear, more effective 
manner. 
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CONSULTATION/ADVERTISING: 

It is proposed that community engagement of the revocation of this Policy meets the minimum requirements 
of the City’s Community and Stakeholder Engagement Policy. 
 
Public notice of the revocation of a local planning policy must be published in local newspapers and 
published on the local government’s website. It is proposed that notice of revocation is provided in the 
following ways, notice: 
 

• published on the City’s website; 

• posted to the City’s social media; 

• published in the local newspapers; and 

• exhibited on the notice board at the City’s Administration and Library and Local History Centre. 

LEGAL/POLICY: 

Section 2.7(2)(b) of the Local Government Act 1995 provides Council with the power to determine policies. 
 
Schedule 2, Part 3, Clause 6(b) of the Planning and Development (Local Planning Schemes) Regulations 
2015 provides the provisions for the revocation of a local planning policy. 
 
The City’s Policy Development and Review Policy sets out the process for the development and review of 
the City’s policy documents. 

RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 

Low:  It is low risk for Council to undertake community consultation of the proposed revocation of the Policy. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS: 

This is in keeping with the City’s Strategic Community Plan 2022-2032: 
 
Sensitive Design 

Our planning framework supports quality design, sustainable urban built form and is responsive to our 
community and local context. 
 
Connected and Healthy Community 

We are an inclusive, accessible and equitable City for all. 
 
Innovative and Accountable 

Our decision-making process is consistent and transparent, and decisions are aligned to our strategic 
direction. 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS: 

This does not contribute to any specific sustainability outcomes of the City’s Sustainable Environment 
Strategy 2019-2024. However, encouraging the development of aged or dependent persons’ dwellings within 
our town centres and activity precincts provides greater accessibility to health services and shopping for our 
aged and dependent persons’ community, contributing to a more sustainable environment. 

PUBLIC HEALTH IMPLICATIONS: 

This is in keeping with the following priority health outcomes of the City’s Public Health Plan 2020-2025: 
 
Increased mental health and wellbeing 

FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS: 

The advertising of the revocation of the Policy will be met through the City’s operating budget. 
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COMMENTS: 

Administration recommends revoking the Policy to remove any perceived barriers to the development of 
aged or dependent persons’ dwellings within the City. 
 
If revoked, the future development of dwellings that are suited to aged or dependent persons, would be 
guided by the robust existing local and state planning framework. To present this information in a clear and 
effective manner, an information sheet would be prepared following the Policy’s revocation. 
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