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6.1 ADVERTISING OF AMENDED POLICY - STREET TREES 

Attachments: 1. Proposed Amended Street Tree Policy   
2. Policy No. 2.1.2 - Street Trees    

  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council APPROVES the proposed amendments to the Street Tree Policy, at Attachment 1, for 
the purpose of community consultation.  

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT: 

For Council to approve, for the purpose of community consultation, the proposed amendments to the Street 
Tree Policy as detailed at Attachment 1.  

BACKGROUND: 

In line with the City’s Policy Document Register and Review Plan, The City’s Street Tree Policy is to be 
reviewed. 
 
The Street Tree Policy last adopted by Council in August 2018 and was due to be reviewed in 2023. 
 
The requirement of provisions outlined in clause 1.3 of the Policy Development and Review Policy were 
presented to Council Members at the Council Workshop on 27 July 2023.   

DETAILS: 

The Street Tree Policy provides guidance for the effective management and protection of all street trees 
located in thoroughfares within the City of Vincent. 
 
At the Council Workshop on 27 July 2023, Administration sought Council input on current and future street 
tree considerations including tree selection and maintenance requirements. Key feedback from the workshop 
was to give consideration of the following into the policy review: 
 

• A target of 75% new tree plantings across the City being native species. 

• Policy provisions to better enforce the requirement of residential verge trees. 

• Tree selection to maximise canopy coverage. 

• Tree selection to provide resilience against current and future threats 

• Retention of the current approach to street tree attachments (e.g. swings, etc). 
 
Based on the workshop feedback and gaps identified in the current policy, Administration has reviewed and 
amended the Street Tree Policy as detailed in Attachment 1. 
 
A summary of the key policy changes and additions are outlined below. 
 
Removal of Policy Guidelines and Procedures 
 
The current Street Tree Policy was previously adopted with the Guidelines and Procedures attached. Given 
that policy guidelines and procedures are an administrative document and do not require Council adoption, 
they have been removed from the policy and are currently under review. 
 
Following community consultation of the amended Street Tree Policy, the supporting guidelines and 
procedures will be presented to Council to note in conjunction with the policy adoption.  
  

https://www.vincent.wa.gov.au/documents/1898/policy-development-and-review-policy
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Street Tree Planting 
 
Changes and additions have been made to the street tree planting clause to stipulate tree selection to 
preference native tree species (with a target of 75% of new planting across the City’s managed public realm 
being native species), enhance streetscape diversity in-line with tree maintenance requirements and 
preference for continuity of canopy coverage over residential objections to verge trees. 
 
Street Tree Protection 
 
A new clause has been included in the policy to stipulate requirements for developers and landowners to 
ensure protection of street trees when carrying out works on or adjacent to the verge area. Provision of this 
information was identified as a gap in the current Street Tree Policy and the information provided will better 
assist in ensuring the City’s street tree assets are protected.  
 
Street Tree Attachments 
 
During the 2018 review of the Street Tree Policy, a new section was added permitting street tree 
attachments (Section 7). Since adoption of these changes, Administration has been assessing and 
monitoring tree attachments as required and when identified. To date no issues have arisen that were not 
resolved by providing advice to residents on how to safety affix equipment to the tree. Therefore, the 
permission of street tree attachments has been retained in the policy review process. 

CONSULTATION/ADVERTISING: 

In accordance with the City’s Community and Stakeholder Engagement Policy, community consultation of all 
new and significantly amended policies must be provided for a period exceeding 21 days in the following 
ways: 

• notice published on the City’s website;  

• notice posted to the City’s social media;  

• notice published in the local newspapers;  
 

Public notice of this proposed new policy will be provided following Council endorsement.  

LEGAL/POLICY: 

Section 2.7(2)(b) of the Local Government Act 1995 provides Council with the power to determine policies.  
 
The City’s Policy Development and Review Policy sets out the process for the development and review of 
the City’s policy documents.  

RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 

Low:  It is low risk for Council to undertake community consultation of the proposed amended policy.  

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS: 

This is in keeping with the City’s Strategic Community Plan 2022-2032:  
 
Enhanced Environment  

Our urban forest/canopy is maintained and increased. 
 
Accessible City  

Our pedestrian and cyclist networks are well designed, connected, accessible and encourage increased use. 
 
Connected and Healthy Community  

Our community facilities and spaces are well known and well used. 

https://www.vincent.wa.gov.au/documents/576/community-and-stakeholder-engagement-policy
https://www.vincent.wa.gov.au/documents/1898/policy-development-and-review-policy
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SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS: 

This is in keeping with the following key sustainability outcomes of the City’s Sustainable Environment 
Strategy 2019-2024.  
 
Urban Greening and Biodiversity 

PUBLIC HEALTH IMPLICATIONS: 

This is in keeping with the following priority health outcomes of the City’s Public Health Plan 2020-2025: 
 
Increased mental health and wellbeing 

FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS: 

There are no financial implications associated with this Policy.  

COMMENTS: 

The proposed amendments to the Street Tree Policy are intended to improve management and protection of 
trees located in thoroughfares within the City of Vincent. Administration recommends approving the revised 
Street Tree Policy for community consultation.
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