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7.4 ADVERTISING OF NEW POLICY - CHILD SAFE AWARENESS 

Attachments: 1. DRAFT Child Safe Awareness Policy    
  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council APPROVES the proposed Child Safe Awareness Policy, at Attachment 1, for the 
purpose of community consultation. 

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT: 

For Council to approve, for the purpose of community consultation, the new Child Safe Awareness Policy as 
detailed at Attachment 1.  

BACKGROUND: 

The requirement of provisions outlined in clause 1.3 of the Policy Development and Review Policy were  
presented to Council Members though the monthly Policy Paper in August.   
 
This policy is an outcome from the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse 
(Royal Commission) – Recommendation 6.12.  
 
The Royal Commission was established in January 2013 to investigate systemic failures of public and private 
institutions to protect children from child sexual abuse, report abuse and respond to child sexual abuse. It 
also inquired into how institutions with a responsibility for children managed and responded to allegations 
and instances of child sexual abuse. 
 
In 2018, the State Government accepted or accepted in principle, all 310 recommendations from the Royal 
Commission that were applicable to Western Australia.  
 
The recommendations emphasised that organisations working with children must be able to provide safe 
environments where the rights, needs and interests of children are met. The Royal Commission 
recommended a range of mechanisms to support child safe organisations, including National Principles that 
provide a nationally consistent approach to embedding child safe cultures at all levels within organisations 
that engage with children. 
 
The Royal Commission acknowledged the role that local governments play in creating and maintaining child 
safety in their communities and made a number of recommendations aimed at using this role to promote the 
safety and wellbeing of children and young people.  

DETAILS: 

The Child Safe Awareness Policy template (the template) commits local governments in WA to build and 
maintain child safety awareness and knowledge by providing information for the organisations and 
individuals that operate in their communities and promoting child safe messages.  
 
Following WALGA State Council support on 3 March 2023, the Department of Local Government, Sport and 
Cultural Industries (DLGSC) recommends that local governments use the template to create their own Child 
Safe Awareness Policy and fulfill their obligations under the Royal Commission Recommendation 6.12. 
 
The proposed Child Safe Awareness policy recognises that Vincent is uniquely placed within the local 
community to demonstrate leadership by supporting organisations to be child safe and to protect children 
and young people from harm and/or abuse.  
 
Consistent with the National Principles for Child Safe Organisations and Commonwealth Child Safe 
Framework, this policy will provide a framework that outlines Vincent’s role in supporting local organisations 
to be child safe through access to resources, awareness raising and sharing relevant information. 
 
The Royal Commission highlighted the important roles local governments play in communities that impact on 
the safety of children including: 

https://www.vincent.wa.gov.au/documents/1898/policy-development-and-review-policy
https://www.childabuseroyalcommission.gov.au/
https://childsafe.humanrights.gov.au/sites/default/files/2019-02/National_Principles_for_Child_Safe_Organisations2019.pdf
https://childsafety.pmc.gov.au/what-we-do/commonwealth-child-safe-framework
https://childsafety.pmc.gov.au/what-we-do/commonwealth-child-safe-framework
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• providing services to children, for example libraries, swimming pools and childcare; 

• providing spaces for community activities, for example halls, and sports grounds; 

• funding or contracting services; 

• facilitating community education or outreach programs; 

• regulating planning and development approvals, infrastructure and property services; and 

• water and food inspection. 
 

Local governments are recognised as well placed to support smaller organisations within their communities 
to implement the National Principles and create child safe environments. 
 
The City supports and values all children and young people and is committed to supporting the safety and 
wellbeing of all children and young people, including protection from abuse.  
 
This policy is one of the ways that Council can demonstrate its commitment to being child safe and having a 
zero-tolerance approach to child abuse. 
 
The template and objectives for the policy have been agreed broadly by local governments and should 
remain unchanged to provide a state-wide approach and to ensure consistency with the recommendations of 
the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse. 

CONSULTATION/ADVERTISING: 

In accordance with the City’s Community and Stakeholder Engagement Policy, community consultation of all 
new and significantly amended policies must be provided for a period exceeding 21 days in the following 
ways: 

 

• notice published on the City’s website;  

• notice posted to the City’s social media; and  

• notice published in the local newspapers. 
 

Public notice of this proposed new policy will be provided following Council endorsement.  

LEGAL/POLICY: 

Section 2.7(2)(b) of the Local Government Act 1995 provides Council with the power to determine policies.  
 
The City’s Policy Development and Review Policy sets out the process for the development and review of 
the City’s policy documents.  
  

RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 

Low:  It is low risk for Council to undertake community consultation of the proposed new policy.  

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS: 

This is in keeping with the City’s Strategic Community Plan 2022-2032:  
 
Connected and Healthy Community  

We protect, improve and promote public health and wellbeing within Vincent. 
 
Innovative and Accountable  

We engage with our community so they are involved in what we are doing and how we are meeting our 
goals. 

Our decision-making process is consistent and transparent, and decisions are aligned to our strategic 
direction. 

https://www.vincent.wa.gov.au/documents/576/community-and-stakeholder-engagement-policy
https://www.vincent.wa.gov.au/documents/1898/policy-development-and-review-policy
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SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS: 

This does not contribute to any environmental sustainability outcomes.  This action/activity is environmentally 
neutral. 

PUBLIC HEALTH IMPLICATIONS: 

This is in keeping with the following priority health outcomes of the City’s Public Health Plan 2020-2025: 
 
Increased mental health and wellbeing 

FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS: 

There are no financial implications associated with this Policy. The functions of this Policy will be resourced 
and assigned to relevant officers for implementation. 
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