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11.4 OUTCOME OF ADVERTISING AND ADOPTION OF NEW CHILD SAFE AWARENESS POLICY 

Attachments: 1. Child Safe Awareness Policy    
  

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council ADOPTS the Child Safe Awareness Policy at Attachment 1. 

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT: 

To present the outcome of community consultation and seek approval of the proposed Child Safe Awareness 
Policy at Attachment 1. 

BACKGROUND: 

This policy is an outcome of the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse 
(Royal Commission) – Recommendation 6.12. 
 
The Royal Commission was established in January 2013 to investigate systemic failures of public and private 
institutions to protect children from child sexual abuse, report abuse and respond to child sexual abuse. It 
also inquired into how institutions with a responsibility for children managed and responded to allegations 
and instances of child sexual abuse. 
 
The recommendations emphasised that organisations working with children must be able to provide safe 
environments where children's rights, needs, and interests are met. The Royal Commission recommended a 
range of mechanisms to support child safe organisations, including National Principles that provide a 
nationally consistent approach to embedding child safe cultures at all levels within organisations that engage 
with children. 
 
The Royal Commission acknowledged the role that local governments play in creating and maintaining child 
safety in their communities and made several recommendations aimed at using this role to promote the 
safety and wellbeing of children and young people. 
 
At its 17 October 2023 Meeting, Council approved conducting community consultation of its intention to 
adopt the Child Safe Awareness Policy. 

DETAILS: 

The Child Safe Awareness Policy template (the template) commits local governments in WA to build and 
maintain child safety awareness and knowledge by providing information for the organisations and 
individuals that operate in their communities and promoting child safe messages. 
 
Following WALGA State Council support on 3 March 2023, the Department of Local Government, Sport and 
Cultural Industries (DLGSC) recommends that local governments use the template to create their own Child 
Safe Awareness Policy and fulfill their obligations under the Royal Commission Recommendation 6.12. 
 
The City is committed to supporting the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people, including 
protection from abuse. This policy is one way that Council can demonstrate its commitment to being child 
safe and having a zero-tolerance approach to child abuse. 
 
The template and objectives for the policy have been agreed broadly by local governments and should 
remain unchanged to provide a state-wide approach and to ensure consistency with the recommendations of 
the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse. 
  

https://www.childabuseroyalcommission.gov.au/
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CONSULTATION/ADVERTISING: 

In accordance with the City’s Community and Stakeholder Engagement Policy, community consultation was 
undertaken between 26 October 2023 and 16 November 2023 which exceeds the 21 days required. 
 
The policy was advertised on the City of Vincent website, social media, and through the following public 
notices: 
 

• Perth Voice – 28 October 2023; 

• PerthNow Central – 26 October 2023; 

• News item on CoV website – 26 October 2023; 

• Social media post – 31 October 2023; 

• E-news – 6 November 2023 and 

• notice exhibited on the notice board at the City’s Administration and Library and Local History Centre. 
 
Administration received one submission requesting that the policy include child protective resources.  This 
comment was noted.  All relevant resources and guidelines for promoting child-safe messages are available 
on the Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries website.  Administration will share this 
information with relevant sporting clubs and community groups. 
 
No further consultation is required. 

LEGAL/POLICY: 

Section 2.7(2)(b) of the Act provides Council with the power to determine policies. 
 
The City’s Policy Development and Review Policy sets out the process for repealing and adopting policies. 

RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS: 

Low: Adopting the proposed policy is low risk. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS: 

This is in keeping with the City’s Strategic Community Plan 2022-2032: 
 
Connected and Healthy Community 

We protect, improve and promote public health and wellbeing within Vincent. 
 
Innovative and Accountable 

Our decision-making process is consistent and transparent, and decisions are aligned to our strategic 
direction. 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS: 

This does not contribute to any environmental sustainability outcomes. This action/activity is environmentally 
neutral. 

PUBLIC HEALTH IMPLICATIONS: 

This is in keeping with the following priority health outcomes of the City’s Public Health Plan 2020-2025: 
 
Increased mental health and wellbeing 

FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS: 

There are no financial implications associated with this Policy. The functions of this Policy will be resourced 
and assigned to relevant officers for implementation. 

https://www.vincent.wa.gov.au/documents/576/community-and-stakeholder-engagement-policy
https://www.vincent.wa.gov.au/documents/1898/policy-development-and-review-policy
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