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5.8 MOUNT HAWTHORN YOUTH SKATE SPACE 

Attachments: 1. Mount Hawthorn Youth Skate Space - Preliminary Consultation Summary   
2. Mount Hawthorn Youth Skate Space - Concept Plan   
3. Mount Hawthorn Youth Skate Space - Concept Perspectives   
4. Mount Hawthorn Youth Skate Space - Consultation Summary    

  

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council ENDORSES the Mount Hawthorn Youth Skate Space Concept Plan at Attachment 2. 

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT: 

To seek Council’s endorsement of the Mount Hawthorn Youth Skate Space Concept Plan (Concept Plan). 

BACKGROUND: 

In August 2020, John Carey MLA started a ‘community conversation’ on Facebook and conducted a 
community survey to obtain feedback on potential skate and scooter facilities in either Mount Hawthorn or 
North Perth. 207 respondents participated including 113 (54.59 percent) from Mount Hawthorn, 
60 (28.99 percent) from North Perth, 18 (8.7 percent) from Leederville and the remaining 16 (7.72 percent) 
were from surrounding suburbs. 
 
The survey findings indicated strong support for a youth skate space in or around the suburb of Mount 
Hawthorn. The findings indicated there was a gap of skate facilities in this area, while also acknowledging 
the proximity to the Leederville Skate Park. Survey respondents highlighted the potential for a Mount 
Hawthorn skate facility to complement the Leederville Skate Park through the provision of smaller facilities 
suited to entry level skaters. 
 
During the State Election in 2021, an election commitment of $200,000 was announced for a new 
skate/scooter park in Mount Hawthorn. Following the results of the State Election, the City submitted a 
funding application for the $200,000, made as a part of the State Government Election Commitment to 
“Create a new skate facility for the children in Mount Hawthorn and surrounding suburbs.” The City’s 
application was successful, and the total $200,000 election commitment funding amount has since been 
received. 
 
In July 2021, the Mount Hawthorn Skate Working Group (Working Group) was established to collaborate and 
progress the planning of the Mount Hawthorn Youth Skate Space (skate space) project. The Working Group 
consists of Council Members, representatives from Administration and key stakeholders representing the 
Mount Hawthorn youth and the local skate community. 
 
On 14 September 2021, the Working Group conducted a site analysis of Axford Park, Britannia Reserve and 
Charles Veryard Reserve. The site selection criteria for consideration included physical site conditions, 
access and transport, natural surveillance and security, proximity to amenities, impact on existing facilities 
and users, distance from housing and maintenance of the space. 
 
The site analysis concluded that Britannia Reserve was the preferred site. The Working Group reviewed a 
number of different locations within Britannia Reserve and determined that the proposed site adjacent to the 
pump track would allow for the best design outcome and maximise user benefit to the local community, due 
to its sizeable area and ability to co-locate with amenities that cater towards a similar user demographic. 
 
Preliminary community consultation on the skate space was conducted from 22 July to 3 August 2022, 
140 survey responses were received during this period. A summary of submissions from the preliminary 
community consultation is included at Attachment 1. The report details comments received in relation to the 
location of the skate space, and initial design considerations that informed the Concept Plan. 
 
The Concept Plan, included in Attachment 2, was designed in response to the preliminary engagement and 
to complement the existing amenities at Britannia Reserve. The skate space and elements have been 
designed to cater towards younger children and entry-level skaters, with all elements being under 1m high 
from the current surface level. With skate elements being of this smaller scale, it will also assist with 
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integrating the skate space into the existing landscape. Additional planting and turf banks will create this 
integration. 
 
The Concept Plan includes ‘earthy tone’ coloured concrete to also complement the existing landscape, as 
well as being a cost effective colour choice. The Concept Plan Perspectives, included in Attachment 3, 
show a number of differing viewing perspectives. 
 
The Concept Plan presents a skate space that would be approximately 350 square metres. This is deemed 
appropriate for young children to safely use and includes amenities such as shade structures and seating to 
allow parents and families to comfortably spend more time at the location. 
 
The skate space has been designed to enable a suitable buffer zone through planting and greenspace to 
clearly separate the skate space and the reserve, adjoining active pathway, and sporting grounds to limit 
impacting current user activities such as sporting and dog walking. The use of logs will also provide 
additional seating and serve as buffers from the nature trail and pump track, to reduce unexpected drop-ins 
from BMX and mountain bike riders. 
 
Active lighting of the skate space was considered by the Working Group however was not included in the 
Concept Plan due to its intent to accommodate younger children that would not be using the skate space 
after dark. 
 
The Concept Plan has been designed to allow for effective drainage with consideration for ongoing 
maintenance. The City’s Parks team have indicated that this space would be blown down twice weekly, 
opposed to other locations that would require daily sweeping due to the close proximity to overhanging trees. 
 
On 18 October 2022 at its Ordinary Meeting, Council approved advertising of the Concept Plan for formal 
community consultation. 

DETAILS: 

The Concept Plan (Attachment 2) was advertised during the community consultation period between 
19 October and 9 November 2022. 
 
The community consultation included the opportunity for comment on the proposed layout and its integration 
into the current landscape. The survey sought feedback on the design of the skate space, suitability of the 
skateable elements for young children and entry level skaters, its interaction with current reserve activities 
and associated landscaping. 
 
A high-level summary of survey responses includes: 
 

• 96.7 percent of respondents live within Vincent, with the majority living within 500 metres (51.7 percent) 
and 1 kilometre (36.7 percent) of Britannia Reserve. 

• 90 percent of respondents are supportive of the Concept Plan. 

• 94.8 percent of respondents believe the skate elements included are suitable for younger children and 
entry-level skaters. 

• 26.7 percent of respondents completed the preliminary project survey. 

• 89.5 percent of respondents are supportive of the layout and design of the skate space. 
 
The outcomes of community consultation including the survey results and email submissions are included as 
Attachment 4. 
 
The Concept Plan was discussed with the Bridya Elders on 28 September 2022, to better understand the 
historical significance of Britannia Reserve and identify opportunities through stories and interpretive 
elements. It was noted by the Bridya Elders that laying concrete, takes away history and balance of the land, 
and the inclusion of plants and trees restores this balance. The Bridya Elders were supportive of the skate 
space and creating more opportunities for kids to play outside and interact.  
 
The Concept Plan was presented to the City’s Design Review Panel (DRP) on 16 November 2022, to 
discuss opportunities to improve the supporting infrastructure and landscape, to provide an amenity that is 
suitable for the current and future context of the site. The DRP members noted the location and importance 
of passive surveillance given its not close to a road, maximising logs and the grass embankment for informal 
natural seating, and opportunities for sustainable materials. The DRP members recommended consideration 
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towards environmentally sustainable design principles where possible during detailed design, such as 
recycled concrete in the construction and a natural biofiltration system for surface runoff. This will be 
considered through detailed design. 
 
A summary of the community consultation results were presented to the Working Group. The Working Group 
considered all feedback and agreed that no amendments were required to the Concept Plan. The Working 
Group are supportive the Concept Plan to guide implementation of the skate space. 
 
No changes were made to the Concept Plan following positive feedback through the formal community 
consultation and consultation with the Bridya Elders, DRP and Working Group. 

CONSULTATION/ADVERTISING: 

Formal community consultation on the Concept Plan was undertaken to confirm that the design suitably 
reflects the community sentiment following the preliminary consultation period This investigated: 
 

• The skate space design and skateable elements; 

• The supporting infrastructure to encourage extended usage; and 

• The surrounding landscaping for site integration. 
 
The consultation campaign included: 
 

• Imagine Vincent project page containing the online survey. 

• Social media campaign and news item on the City’s website. 

• Postcard drop to surrounding residents (1377 postcards). 

• Signage in Britannia Reserve. 

• Pop-up session at Britannia Reserve (5 November 2022). 
 
A summary of the consultation engagement includes: 
 

• Survey participants: 60 (54 online and 6 paper submissions). 

• Email submissions: 2. 

• Total page visits: 424. 

• Social media interactions (1 post): 41 reactions & 9 comments. 

LEGAL/POLICY: 

Nil. 

RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 

Low:  It is low risk for Council to endorse the Concept Plan for implementation. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS: 

This is in keeping with the City’s Strategic Community Plan 2018-2028: 
 
Enhanced Environment 

Our parks and reserves are maintained, enhanced and well utilised. 
 
Connected Community 

We have enhanced opportunities for our community to build relationships and connections with each other 
and the City. 
Our community facilities and spaces are well known and well used. 
 
Thriving Places 
 
Our physical assets are efficiently and effectively managed and maintained. 
 
 

https://imagine.vincent.wa.gov.au/mount-hawthorn-youth-skate-space
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Innovative and Accountable 

Our resources and assets are planned and managed in an efficient and sustainable manner. 
Our community is satisfied with the service we provide. 
We are open and accountable to an engaged community. 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS: 

This does not contribute to any environmental sustainability outcomes.  This action/activity is environmentally 
neutral. 

PUBLIC HEALTH IMPLICATIONS: 

This is in keeping with the following priority health outcomes of the City’s Public Health Plan 2020-2025: 
 
Increased mental health and wellbeing 

Increased physical activity 

FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS: 

The Concept Plan has been designed to the construction budget of $200,000, which is the amount of funding 
received by the State Government. The funding agreement term is due to expire 30 June 2023. 
 
To develop the Concept Plan, $30,000 was included in the City’s 2022/23 annual budget. 

COMMENTS: 

The feedback received during the consultation period and through various reference groups was very 
positive. 
 
The skate space will be another complementary asset to Britannia Reserve without impacting the various 
activities it currently provides to the local and surrounding community. 
 
It is recommended that Council endorse the Concept Plan due to the initial community consultation that 
informed its design, and community feedback received during formal advertising in response to the Concept 
Plan. 
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