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9.6 OUTCOMES OF ADVERTISING AND ADOPTION OF AMENDED DEVELOPMENT 
COMPLIANCE ENFORCEMENT POLICY 

Attachments: 1. Development Compliance  Enforcement Policy    
  

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council: 

1. NOTES the outcomes of advertising the proposed Development Compliance Enforcement 
Policy as detailed in this report; 

2. RESCINDS Policy No. 4.1.22 – Prosecution and Enforcement; and 

3. ADOPTS the Development Compliance Enforcement Policy at Attachment 1. 

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT: 

To detail the outcomes of advertising the Development Compliance Enforcement Policy (at Attachment 1) 
and consider whether to adopt that policy, which would include rescinding the superseded Policy No. 4.1.22 
– Prosecution and Enforcement. 

BACKGROUND: 

The Development Compliance Enforcement Policy (Policy) has been generated from the review of Policy 
No. 4.1.22 – Prosecution and Enforcement and, if adopted, the new Policy would supersede Policy 
No. 4.1.22. 
 
The Development Compliance Enforcement Policy was presented to the Ordinary Meeting of Council on 
15 December 2020 where it was determined the policy review should be deferred to enable further 
consultation with Council and the community.  Following further amendments, the Policy was presented to 
the Ordinary Meeting of Council on 26 July 2022 where the Policy was approved for advertising. 
 
The amendments to the Policy as advertised are outlined below: 
 

• Objectives have been amended to include: 
o The principles of fairness, impartiality, consistency, transparency, and accountability; and 

o Encouraging self-resolution between affected parties where appropriate. 

• Scope of the Policy has been amended to relate to planning and building compliance only. 

• Guidance has been included on what could be a civil matter. 

• Information has been provided on risk management and a prioritisation approach to deal with high-risk 
matters. 

• Clarification has been provided on circumstances where unauthorised development would be allowed to 
continue. The factors to be considered include: 
o Impacts on neighbours and the broader community, 

o The objectives of the City's Public Health Plan, and 

o Reasonable prospects of approvals being obtained. 

• A strong emphasis has been placed on proportionate and graduated responses to compliance matters. 

• The Policy now includes stronger recognition of the 'Director of Public Prosecutions - Statement of 
Prosecution Policy and Guidelines'. This is a state government policy, but the City can still adopt the 
approach outlined by the Director of Public Prosecutions. 

DETAILS: 

No clear stakeholder groups exist to engage with on this policy, so comments were sought from the general 
community. 
 

https://www.vincent.wa.gov.au/documents/558/4122-prosecution-and-enforcement#:~:text=This%20Policy%20aims%20to%20ensure,to%20which%20the%20laws%20apply.
https://www.vincent.wa.gov.au/documents/558/4122-prosecution-and-enforcement#:~:text=This%20Policy%20aims%20to%20ensure,to%20which%20the%20laws%20apply.
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In accordance with the City’s Community and Stakeholder Engagement Policy, the Development Compliance 
Enforcement Policy (Policy) was advertised from 10 August 2022 until 2 September 2022 (23 days total) in 
the following ways: 
 

• Notice published on the ‘Imagine Vincent’ website. 

• Notice posted to the City’s social media. 

• Notice published in the ‘Perth Voice’. 

• Notice exhibited on the notice board at the City’s Administration, Library and Local History Centre. 
 
The Imagine Vincent website page advertising the Policy was accessed 50 times and copies of the Policy 
were downloaded 13 times. No submissions have been received via the survey provided on the Imagine 
Vincent website; and Administration have not received any written or verbal feedback on the Policy during 
the consultation period. 
 
Given the outcomes of consultation, it is recommended that the Policy at Attachment 1 is adopted by Council 
per clause 4.5 of the City’s Policy Development and Review Policy which states:  “if no submissions are 
received a report is prepared for Council advising this, and recommending that the policy document is 
adopted”. 

CONSULTATION/ADVERTISING: 

The Policy has already been advertised for community consultation as detailed above.  No further 
consultation or advertising is proposed prior to adoption of the Policy. 

LEGAL/POLICY: 

Clause 2.7(2)(b), Division 2, Part 2 of the Local Government Act 1995 provides Council with the power to 
determine policies. 
 
The City’s Policy Development and Review Policy sets out the process for repealing and adopting policies. 

RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 

Low:  It is low risk for Council to adopt the Development Compliance Enforcement Policy. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS: 

This is in keeping with the City’s Strategic Community Plan 2018-2028: 
 
Sensitive Design 

Our built form character and heritage is protected and enhanced. 
 
Innovative and Accountable 

Our community is aware of what we are doing and how we are meeting our goals. 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS: 

This does not contribute to any environmental sustainability outcomes. 

PUBLIC HEALTH IMPLICATIONS: 

This does not contribute to any public health outcomes in the City’s Public Health Plan 2020-2025. 

FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS: 

Nil. 

https://www.vincent.wa.gov.au/documents/576/community-and-stakeholder-engagement-policy
https://www.vincent.wa.gov.au/documents/1898/policy-development-and-review-policy
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COMMENTS: 

The proposed Development Compliance Enforcement Policy (Policy) would ensure a consistent approach to 
ensuring planning and building decisions made by Council and Administration are implemented and the 
legislative framework is upheld. 
 
Council have provided insights to support this policy review.  The Policy has been advertised to the 
community however no feedback was received during the consultation period. 
 
It is recommended that the Development Compliance Enforcement Policy is adopted by Council and the 
superseded Policy No. 4.1.22 – Prosecution and Enforcement is rescinded. 
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