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9.5 ADVERTISING OF AMENDED CHARACTER AND HERITAGE AREAS POLICY - ORANGE 
AVENUE AND HOPE STREET 

Attachments: 1. Amendment 6 to Local Planning Policy: Character Areas and Heritage 
Areas   

2. Draft Orange Avenue and Hope Street Character Area Guidelines   
3. Comparison Table Proposed vs Existing Built Form Provisions    

  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

1. PREPARES the amendments to the Character Area and Heritage Areas Policy as included as 
Attachments 1 and 2 in accordance with Schedule 2, Part 2, Clause 5 of the Planning and 
Development (Local Planning Schemes) Regulations 2015; and 

2. AUTHORISES the Chief Executive Officer to advertise the proposed amendments in 
accordance with Schedule 2, Part 2, Clause 4(1) of the Planning and Development (Local 
Planning Schemes) Regulations 2015. 

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT: 

For Council to consider amendments to the Character Areas and Heritage Areas Policy (Policy) for public 
advertising, including the draft Orange Avenue and Hope Street Character Area Guideline (Guideline). 

BACKGROUND: 

A Character Area is a collection of houses, streets, or part of a suburb that contains built form characteristics 
valued by the community. Character Areas can be ‘nominated’ by members of the public with the support of 
at least 40 percent of owners required in the subject area. A Character Area is set up with its own planning 
guidelines containing ‘Deemed to Comply’ provisions and a Local Housing Objective that augments State 
Planning Policy 7.3 Residential Design Codes, operating in a similar manner to the City’s Built Form Policy. 
 
Since 2015, eight Character Areas have been adopted under the Policy (Attachment 1), with Council most 
recently adopting the Wilberforce Street Character Area Guideline at its Meeting on 26 July 2022. 
 
On 7 April 2022, the City received a nomination for Orange Avenue and Hope Street, Perth. This nomination 
was supported by 16 landowner signatures of the total of 29 lots representing 55 percent support for a 
Character Area. Since the nomination was received, the City has been in contact with the nominator and the 
landowners who signed the nomination form to maintain clear communication regarding the nomination. 

DETAILS: 

A preliminary investigation of the nominated streets determined that both make a positive contribution toward 
built character of Vincent, having retained character dwellings. 
 
Preliminary discussions have occurred with the nominator and those who have signed the nomination form. 
Administration has prepared the Guideline as at Attachment 2, to enhance and promote design elements 
that are fundamental to maintaining the character of the streets. These guidelines focus on street setback, 
building height, carports and garages and building design. 
 
A comparison table of the proposed provisions in the Guideline against the existing provisions outlined in 
Local Planning Policy No. 7.1.1 – Built Form is at Attachment 3. 

CONSULTATION/ADVERTISING: 

In accordance with the City’s Community and Stakeholder Engagement Policy, community consultation of all 
new and significantly amended policies must be provided for a period exceeding 21 days in the following 
ways: 
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• notice published on the City’s website; 

• notice posted to the City’s social media; 

• notice published in the local newspapers; 

• notice exhibited on the notice board at the City’s Administration and Library and Local History Centre; 
and 

• letters distributed to relevant local businesses and community groups. 
 
The City will continue to engage with affected landowners through direct on street discussions to best 
understand what extent of the guidelines need to be altered and modified to align with community 
expectations. 

LEGAL/POLICY: 

The City’s Policy Development and Review Policy sets out the process for the development and review of 
the City’s policy documents. 
 
The Planning and Development Act 2005 and Planning and Development (Local Planning Schemes) 
Regulations 2015 (the Regulations) provide the criteria for creating, amending, and reviewing Local Planning 
Policies. 
 
Development controls are contained within the City’s Local Planning Scheme No. 2 and State Planning 
Policy No.7.3 – Residential Design Codes of Western Australia (R-Codes). The guidelines operate by 
augmenting the R-Codes, which provides two pathways to achieve development approval, a prescriptive 
‘deemed to comply’ standard (right hand column) and a more design based ‘design principle’ and ‘local 
housing objective’ (left hand column). This gives applicants for development approval the ability to vary 
certain provisions, if the design creates a better outcome for the development site. 

RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 

Low:  It is low risk for Council to approve consultation of the Policy and associated Guidelines. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS: 

This is in keeping with the City’s Strategic Community Plan 2018-2028: 
 
Sensitive Design 

Our planning framework supports quality design, sustainable urban built form and is responsive to our 
community and local context. 
Our built form character and heritage is protected and enhanced. 
 
Innovative and Accountable 

We are open and accountable to an engaged community. 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS: 

The adoption of the Guideline for Orange Avenue and Hope Street will help to enable sustainable 
development outcomes in the future by encouraging the retention and renovation of character. 

PUBLIC HEALTH IMPLICATIONS: 

This does not contribute to any public health outcomes in the City’s Public Health Plan 2020-2025. 

FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS: 

The cost of advertising and implementing the Policy and associated Guideline will be met through the City’s 
existing operational budget. 
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