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5.7 ADVERTISING OF AMENDED POLICY - POLICY NO. 7.5.3 - EDUCATION AND CARE 
SERVICES 

Attachments: 1. Engagement Results Report   
2. Draft Local Planning Policy: Education and Care Services   
3. Local Planning Policy: Education and Care Services - Tracked Changes    

  

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council PREPARES Amendment 2 to Local Planning Policy No. 7.5.3 – Education and Care 
Services, included at Attachment 2, for the purpose of public advertising, pursuant to clause 4 of 
Schedule 2 of the Planning and Development (Local Planning Schemes) Regulations 2015. 

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT: 

For Council to prepare Amendment 2 to Local Planning Policy No. 7.5.3 – Education and Care Services for 
the purpose of public advertising. 

BACKGROUND: 

Council adopted Local Planning Policy No. 7.5.3 – Education and Care Services (the Policy) on 
27 March 2001 and last reviewed the Policy on 12 March 2013. 
 
Review of the Policy aligns its intent with the City’s expectations for education and child care services and to 
help mitigate these uses’ potential impacts on adjoining areas. 

DETAILS: 

Consultation with key stakeholders 
 
The City sought feedback from education and care service operators within the City of Vincent, applicants 
who had lodged a development application in 2020 and 2021, and a selection of community members who 
had provided a submission to the City in relation to a development application relating to an education or 
child care service. The purpose of this initial consultation was to understand potential improvements for the 
Policy. The consultation period commenced on 14 December 2021 and concluded on 30 January 2022. 
A follow up email was sent to all stakeholders on 17 January 2022. 
 
Three submissions were received. The first was from a previous submitter who raised concerns with the 
amount of traffic generated from child care centres, and the impacts the additional traffic has on surrounding 
streets. 
 
The second submission was received from a child care operator within the City of Vincent. The submission 
suggested operating hours should be extended from 7:30am to 6:30am to reflect demand. It also suggested 
improving provisions relating to appropriate locations, parking and access, outdoor shade and artificial 
surfaces to protect the safety of children. 
 
The third submission raised concerns that a crèche facility would require development approval under the 
Policy. 
 
A summary of the submissions and Administration’s response is included as Attachment 1. 
 
Proposed improvements 
 
As a result of the desktop review and community engagement, the following improvements were identified: 
 
1. Improved objectives 
 

The current objective of the Policy is as follows: 
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“The purpose of this policy is to facilitate the establishment of Education and Care Services premises 
and to provide specific development, design and operating requirements for Family Day Care Service 
and Centre-Based Child Care Service premises.” 
 
To accommodate situations not considered by a policy, it is good practice for objectives to provide 
guidance on acceptable standards and outcomes. The current objective of the Policy does not do this, 
and simply specifies the purpose of the policy. 
 
New objectives are proposed that refer to appropriate locations, noise generating activities, protection 
of privacy, traffic impacts on local roads, parking supply and functionality, design quality and overall 
functionality of the site. The proposed objectives make specific references to the issues that commonly 
pertain to education and care service developments, and how the Policy should be applied to address 
these issues. 

 
2. Updated definitions to distinguish between ‘Centre-Based Child Care Services’ and ‘Family Day Care 

Services’. 
 

The existing definitions within the Policy refers to the Education and Care Services National 
Regulations 2012 (Regulations), which is not a user-friendly approach. The proposed amendment 
includes the definitions in the Policy itself to clearly articulate the difference between the care services. 

 
3. Delete provisions that relate to other legislation or are not planning considerations. For example, the 

number of baby change facilities is not a planning consideration and should not be included within the 
Policy. 

 
4. Include new provisions relating to: 
 

Building design (Clause 1.1) 
 
The new building design requirements are to be considered in addition to those within the City’s 
Policy No. 7.1.1 – Built Form. They ensure buildings are designed to protect the privacy of the 
adjoining properties and the users of the site, while maintaining an acceptable level of interaction with 
the street. 
 
Suitable locations for Centre-Based Child Care Services (Clause 3.1 and 3.2) 
 
Child care services are to be appropriately located adjacent to other commercial development. This 
would reduce adverse impacts on noise sensitive land uses such as residential properties. 
 
Child care services typically do not provide interactive frontages with the street and are not to be 
located on the ground floor or at grade level within Regional Centres, District Centres or Local Centres 
under the City’s Local Planning Scheme. 
 
Car parking and vehicle access (Clause 3.4) 
 
Additional requirements are included for drop off/pick up locations to ensure they are suitably located 
and consider amenity impacts on adjoining properties. Separate pedestrian paths are also 
recommended to provide a safer environment for users of the site. 
 
Traffic volumes on local roads is a common theme raised by residents during public consultation 
periods. Where available, dual vehicle access will reduce traffic volumes on any one street and assist 
with the flow of traffic. 

 
5. Amend existing provisions relating to: 
 

Fencing and security (Clause 1.2) 
 
The clause was reworded to use plain English. 
 
Hours of operation (Clause 1.5) 
 
Additional hours may be considered in instances when there is no adverse impact on the amenity of 
surrounding properties. 
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External playing space (Clause 3.3) 
 
To consider appropriate locations for external play spaces to avoid them being located adjacent to 
sensitive land uses (i.e. residential dwellings) or unsafe locations (i.e. near a major road). 
 
To support design excellence, natural landscaping that is integrated into the overall design of the 
space is encouraged over artificial materials. 
 
Submission requirements (Clause 4) 
 
Additional detail is included in the ‘Submission requirements’ section of the proposed Policy to ensure 
all supporting information is included and assessed as part of the development application. This would 
assist in assessing compliance with relevant legislation and impact on surrounding areas. 
 
The minimum submission requirements include operation management plans, development plans, 
traffic impact statement/assessment in accordance with the Western Australian Planning 
Commission’s Transport Impact Assessment Guidelines, parking management plans, waste 
management plans, landscaping plans, noise assessment, and signage plans in accordance with the 
relevant local planning policies. 

 
The draft amended Policy is included as Attachment 2. 

CONSULTATION/ADVERTISING: 

In accordance with the City’s Community and Stakeholder Engagement Policy, public notice of all new and 
significantly amended policies must be provided for a period exceeding 21 days in the following ways: 
 

 notice published on the City’s website; 

 notice posted to the City’s social media; 

 notice published in the local newspapers; 

 notice exhibited on the notice board at the City’s Administration and Library and Local History Centre; 
and 

 letters distributed to relevant local businesses and community groups. 
 
Public notice of the Policy would be provided from April 2022. 

LEGAL/POLICY: 

Schedule 2, Clause 5 of the Planning and Development (Local Planning Schemes) Regulations 2015 sets 
out the requirements to amend a local planning policy. 
 
The City’s Policy Development and Review Policy sets out the process for the development and review of 
the City’s policy documents. 

RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 

Low:  It is low risk for Council to provide public notice of the Policy. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS: 

This is in keeping with the City’s Strategic Community Plan 2018-2028: 
 
Sensitive Design 

Our planning framework supports quality design, sustainable urban built form and is responsive to our 
community and local context. 
 
Innovative and Accountable 

We are open and accountable to an engaged community. 
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SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS: 

This does not contribute to any environmental sustainability outcomes.  This action/activity is environmentally 
neutral. 

PUBLIC HEALTH IMPLICATIONS: 

This does not contribute to any public health outcomes in the City’s Public Health Plan 2020-2025. 

FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS: 

The costs of advertising the Policy can be met by the City’s existing operating budget. 
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