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9.8 OUTCOME OF ADVERTISING AND ADOPTION OF NEW ELECTION SIGNS POLICY 

Attachments: 1. Election Signs Policy (for adoption)   
2. Election Signs Policy (marked up)    

  

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council ADOPTS the Election Signs Policy at Attachment 1. 

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT: 

To present the outcome of public consultation and seek approval of the proposed Election Signs Policy at 
Attachment 1. 

BACKGROUND: 

At its 28 July 2020 Meeting, Council approved conducting community consultation on the proposed new 
Election Signs Policy (Policy) and draft City of Vincent Local Government Property Local Law 2020. (draft 
Local Law). 
 
Community consultation of the Policy occured between 11 August 2020 and 1 October 2020, which is in 
excess of the 21 days required. The draft Local Law was advertised at the same time as the Policy. 

The Policy was advertised on the City of Vincent website, social media and through the following public 
notices: 
 

• Imagine Vincent website – 11 August 2020; 

• Vincent Reporter – 13 August 2020; 

• Perth Voice – 13 August 2020; and 

• exhibited on the notice board at the City’s Administration building and Library and Local History Centre. 
 
No public submissions on the Policy were received. 
 
Following the close of the public notice period, Administration received comments on the draft Local Law 
from the Department of Local Government, Sports and Cultural Industries. As a result of these comments 
further amendments to the draft Local Law were made by Administration. Following the adoption of the City’s 
Public Health Plan in late 2020 provisions relating to smoke free areas were also added to the draft Local 
Law. 
 
Due to the extent of the amendments to the draft Local Law it was necessary for Council to approve the re-
advertising of the Local Government Property Local Law 2021 (new Local Law), which was subsequently 
adopted at by Council at its Meeting on 16 November 2021. 
 
The adoption of the Policy was put on hold to align with the re-advertising and subsequent approval of the 
new Local Law. 

DETAILS: 

Minor amendments to the Policy (as advertised) have been made to reflect the adoption of the new City of 
Vincent Local Government Property Local Law 2021. A copy of the Policy showing the minor amendments is 
at Attachment 2. 
 
The Policy does not prohibit or restrict the display of political signs on private land as that would likely breach 
the constitutional right of freedom of political communication. The Policy does not include onerous 
restrictions on the display of political signs on local government property, if those restrictions do not serve a 
legitimate purpose. 
 
The Policy prescribes requirements regarding the placement of election signs on City properties as follows: 
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(a) to ensure the amenity and safe use of City parks and reserves, election signs are not permitted to be 
displayed on or within any City parks and/or reserves; and 

 
(b) to reduce the risk that a sign on City facilities or a City property is interpreted as having the 

endorsement of the City, election signs are not permitted on or adjacent to municipal buildings, 
including Beatty Park Leisure Centre, Loftus Recreation Centre, Library, Civic Centre and 
Administration Building. 

 
Paragraph (b) above does not apply on an election day to any City property or facility that is used as a 
polling place. 
 
The enforcement provisions of the Policy allow for the removal and impounding of any signs that: 
 
(a) pose a health or safety risk; 
 
(b) are displayed in a City park, reserve or on or adjacent to City municipal buildings; or 
 
(c) are displayed on City property and are not free standing. 
 
Administration recommends the adoption of the Policy (including the minor amendments) at Attachment 1 
prior to the 2022 Federal elections. 

CONSULTATION/ADVERTISING: 

No further consultation on the Policy is required. 
 
The Election Sign requirements will be displayed on the City’s website. 

LEGAL/POLICY: 

Section 2.7(2)(b) of the Act provides Council with the power to determine policies. 
 
The City’s Policy Development and Review Policy sets out the process for repealing and adopting policies. 

RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 

Low: It is low risk for the Council to adopt the Policy with the proposed minor amendments. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS: 

This is in keeping with the City’s Strategic Community Plan 2018-2028: 
 
Innovative and Accountable 

We are open and accountable to an engaged community. 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS: 

This does not contribute to any specific sustainability outcomes of the City’s Sustainable Environment 
Strategy 2019-2024. 

PUBLIC HEALTH IMPLICATIONS: 

This does not contribute to any public health outcomes in the City’s Public Health Plan 2020-2025. 

FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS: 

Nil. 
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