COUNCIL BRIEFING AGENDA
8.1

20 APRIL 2021

FUTURE USE AND MANAGEMENT OF 34 CHERITON STREET, PERTH

Attachments:

1.
2.

Submission from the Museum of Perth dated 5 April 2021 - proposed
future use of 34 Cheriton Street, Perth
Submission from the Norwood Neighbourhood Association dated 13 April
2021 in support of proposal

RECOMMENDATION:
That Council:
1.

2.

NOTES that:
1.1

the Norwood Neighbourhood Association which operated a community garden at the
rear of 34 Cheriton Street, Perth is in the process of being wound up; and

1.2

the Perth History Association Inc (Museum of Perth) has requested that the Minister
for Lands grant it use and management of 34 Cheriton Street, Perth (either through a
long term peppercorn lease, a management order or disposal) in order to upgrade the
property and operate its office and training operations from the property, and facilitate
the ongoing operation of a community garden at the rear of the property.

ADVISES the Minister for Lands that:
2.1

it is no longer necessary for the community garden portion of 34 Cheriton Street, Perth
to be excised from the lot as the City of Vincent will no longer be overseeing the
operation of a community garden at this site;

2.2

the City of Vincent’s management order in respect to 34 Cheriton Street, Perth, can be
relinquished, effective immediately;

2.3

the City of Vincent supports the Perth History Association Inc (Museum of Perth) being
granted future use and management of 34 Cheriton Street, Perth, and recommends this
occur simultaneously with the City’s management order being relinquished;

2.4

the Norwood Neighbourhood Association will be wound up upon the City’s
management order being relinquished; and

2.5

the City of Vincent will continue to maintain the site until a divestment decision by the
Minister for Lands is made.

PURPOSE OF REPORT:
To relinquish the City’s management order over 34 Cheriton Street, Perth on the basis that the Norwood
Neighbourhood Association is being wound up. This means the City overseeing the management of a
community garden at the rear of the lot is no longer required.
BACKGROUND:
At its 27 June 2017 Meeting (Item 12.1) Council resolved in part as follows:
“2.

ADVISES the Department of Lands that the City of Vincent will not be extending the management
order for No. 34 (Lot 1) Cheriton Street, Perth beyond the 30 June 2017 expiry date;

3.

REQUESTS the Chief Executive Officer to liaise with the Department of Lands in order to seek
approval for the Norwood Neighbourhood Garden portion of No. 34 (Lot 1) Cheriton Street, Perth to be
excised through an agreement acceptable by all parties.”

In accordance with Council’s resolution, Adminstration has been in dicussion with the Department of Lands
and the Norwood Neighbourhood Assocation since mid 2017.
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DETAILS:
In late 2020 Administration received notice that the Norwood Neighbourhood Association was no longer
actively operating a community garden at the rear of 34 Cheriton Street, Perth and was in the process of
being wound up. This meant that the community garden at the rear of 34 Cheriton Street, Perth, is no longer
open to the public and is not being maintained or managed.
Around the same time Administration was approached by the Perth History Association Inc (Museum of
Perth) in respect to the future use of 34 Cheriton Street, Perth. The Museum of Perth has identified the land
as an appropriate location for its office headquarters and for hosting community training sessions. The
Museum of Perth has made a request to the Minister for Lands to acquire the management order for the
land, and would upgrade the property to a standard suitable for this purpose. The Museum of Perth’s
proposal is at Attachment 1.
The Norwood Neighbourhood Association has provided input to the Museum of Perth in respect to the future
of 34 Cheriton Street, Perth and is supportive of the proposal. It is intended that a community garden open to
the public would be part of the Museum of Perth’s upgrade of the lot. The following comments have been
provided by the Norwood Neighbourhood Association:
“It is very positive and exciting to have a realistic proposal to save the Cheriton Street house, in particular to
use it as a local history centre. I even understand that the Museum of Perth is proposing to house a historical
railway carriage in the backyard, which connects to the house’s railway heritage.
I have discussed the proposal with a number of residents associated with the NNA over the years and they
are very supportive. There are a few more I would like to contact and discuss but I feel that they would be
very supportive.
The Museum of Perth proposal as it currently stands seems to make provision for the community garden to
be preserved, which is a key objective for our group. There is even a suggestion that it will be integrated with
the house, which would be great - as you know, participation was always limited by lack of amenities such as
toilets.”
The Norwood Neighbourhood Association have also provided a submission in support of this proposal as at
Attachment 2.
Administration is supportive of this proposal as it would result in the restoration of the property built in 1912.
The house was built on land that had been subdivided and sold to a variety of owners from 1883 as part of
the Norwood Estate in East Perth. The land title was resumed in 1911 from then owner George Anthony
Lefroy for the purpose of establishing the East Perth Loco Depot. Unlike other resumed houses at the time,
34 Cheriton Street and the house opposite were saved for future use. The first residents were Mrs Christian
Cowan and son Robert Cowan followed by a succession of occupants, many Railway Department
employees. In 2007 it came under the jurisdiction of the City of Vincent and did not meet the threshold for
inclusion in the Municipal Heritage Inventory or the State Heritage Register, despite having some cultural
heritage significance relating to East Perth’s rail heritage.
It will also mean that the community garden becomes open to the public and amenities, including toilets, will
be available to those using the community garden.
The proposed Museum of Perth community centre including an open community garden will also increase
the public amenity of Norwood Park, and provide a community space for the residents adjacent to Norwood
Park, which includes residents in the affordable housing operated by the Department of Communities.
CONSULTATION/ADVERTISING:
No further consultation is required.
LEGAL/POLICY:
Section 46 of the Land Administration Act 1997 deals with management orders.
RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS
Low: It is low risk for Council to make this request to relinquish the management order.
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STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS:
This is in keeping with the City’s Strategic Community Plan 2018-2028:
Connected Community
We have enhanced opportunities for our community to build relationships and connections with each other
and the City.
We are an inclusive, accessible and equitable City for all.
Our community facilities and spaces are well known and well used.
Thriving Places
We encourage innovation in business, social enterprise and imaginative uses of space, both public and
private.
Sensitive Design
Our built form character and heritage is protected and enhanced.
Innovative and Accountable
Our resources and assets are planned and managed in an efficient and sustainable manner.
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS:
This does not contribute to any specific sustainability outcomes of the City’s Sustainable Environment
Strategy 2019-2024, however will result in a community use of a currently vacant building.
PUBLIC HEALTH IMPLICATIONS:
This is in keeping with the following priority health outcomes of the City’s Public Health Plan 2020-2025:
Reduced injuries and a safer community
FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS:
The City currently spends $4,000 per annum on the maintenance of 34 Cheriton Street, Perth, which
includes $1,500 per annum on a secure fence to prevent vandalism and trespass.
The City proposes to spend $1,500 to bring the property to a suitable standard to be returned to the Minister
for Lands. This will include cleaning of the gutters, tree pruning and removal of rubbish.
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