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FORREST STREET TRAFFIC PETITION - RESPONSE TO PETITION

Attachments:

1.
2.
3.

Forrest Street Petition - Confidential
Information in Support of Forrest Street Petition
Forrest Street - Proposed Slow Points

RECOMMENDATION:
That Council:
1.

NOTES the specific requests of the residents of Forrest Street, between Norfolk and
Fitzgerald Streets, as presented by the lead petitioners;

2.

NOTES the officer’s comments in respect of items 1 - 4 of the residents list of requests.

3.

APPROVES IN-PRINCIPLE, subject to public consultation, item 5, the installation of three (3)
speed humps within the aforementioned section of Forrest Street, as shown on Plan 3666DP, Attachment 1;

4.

CONSULTS with the residents on item 6, changes to the parking restrictions and also the
recommendation of the Sustainability and Transport Advisory Group to implement staggered
parking as a means of slowing traffic.

5.

RECIEVES a further report at the conclusion of the public consultation.

PURPOSE OF REPORT:
To seek Council approval for a proposed course of action in response to a petition received 16 June 2021 in
requesting immediate measures in respect of traffic calming in Forrest Street, North Perth, for the section
between Norfolk and Fitzgerald Streets.
BACKGROUND:
In June 2021 the City received a petition of in excess of a 100 signatories, from the residents of Forrest
Street, North Perth, in requesting immediate action in respect of traffic calming for the section between
Norfolk and Fitzgerald Streets.
The issue had previously been raised during public question time at the Council Briefing on 11 May 2021 as
part of the discussion around the Accessible City Strategy, prior to its adoption by Council on 18 May 2021
and again at the Ordinary Meeting of 22 June 2021.
Some of the petitioners subsequently meet with Elected Members at Forrest Street on Saturday 24 July 2021
to personally voice their concerns and suggested improvements.
The residents also prepared and submitted a very comprehensive report in support of their petition, as
shown as ‘Attachment 2’.
The matter was then listed on the agenda for discussion at the Sustainability and Transport Advisory Group
(STAG) meeting of 5 August 2021.
Upon the release of the minutes of the STAG Meeting the City received a further letter from the lead
petitioners expressing their disappointment in the STAG’s recommendations and reiterating their concerns
and preferred actions.
The petitioners are strongly opposed to the proposed staggered parking.
DETAILS:
The initial petition sought ‘urgent traffic management controls in our residential street’ to:
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Reduce the present danger of speed and the high number of vehicles using the street as a ‘rat run’
between William and Fitzgerald Streets, and visa-versa, by the installation of traffic calming devices.
Reduce the three (3) hour parking limit on all days to one (1) hour limit as is provided in the Wasley
Street car park which is partly empty on weekends, and
Provide regular ranger patrols for Forrest Street as commuter’s park all day on the street
undisturbed.

With the recent implementation of the mini-roundabouts at nine (9) intersections in the streets to the south of
Forrest Street, the aforementioned section of Forrest Street is essentially the last street within the immediate
precinct* without traffic calming, which the residents have also raised.
*there are other streets from Burt Street north without traffic calming but the majority are not direct
links/routes between Walcott and/or William Street to Fitzgerald Street, and therefore do not attract the same
volume of traffic as that of Forrest Street.
There is a proposal to make Norfolk Street a Safe Active Street. This is yet to be approved by Council and
could provide additional traffic calming in respect speed limits and traffic calming devices which would likely
impact upon the adjoining streets (including Forrest Street). A Safe Active Street project would still be some
way off and the residents are seeking immediate action.
Traffic Data.
Forrest Street is classified as an Access Road under the Metropolitan Functional Road Hierarchy and
currently has the standard 50 kph Urban Speed Limit. Parking is confined to the southern side of the road
only with a 3P 8.00am to 6.00pm Monday to Friday restriction in the residential portion of the street (it is 1P
adjacent the commercial premises).

The above data is within the operating criteria for an Access Road, in that the 85th speed is below 50 kph and
the average weekday volume is below the threshold 3,000 vehicles per day.
When compared to the surrounding road network traffic volume is higher, as can be seen in a ‘heat’ map of
traffic data on the surrounding streets below.

The petitioners are specifically seeking that the following measures be implemented this year (by 31
December 2021):
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1. 40km/hr speed limit applied to the street.
2. Local traffic only sign (at the entrance of the residential segment of Forrest Street)
3. Right turn only from Wasley Street carpark exit onto Forrest Street
4. Driveway Line Markings within street parking zone
5. Speed bumps installed at a maximum of 60m apart - Community Consultation required*
6. 1 hr Parking Limit, 7 days a week - Community Consultation required*
*as discussed with the Elected Members at the ‘street’ meeting.
Officer Comment:
1.

40km/hr speed limit applied to the street.

This cannot be implemented without Main Road approval and requires data supporting the change before it
will be considered (see point No. 5 below). However it can form part of the broader discussion with Main
Roads WA when reviewing the Urban Road Safety Program – Mini-Roundabouts Project and the proposal to
implement a 40 kph speed limit within the project area.
2.

Local traffic only sign (at the entrance of the residential segment of Forrest Street).

Requires an application to Main Roads WA for approval to install, which will be submitted.
3.

Right turn only from Wasley Street carpark exit into Forrest Street.

It would have an impact upon Wasley Street in respect of traffic redistribution as any local traffic generated
by the town centre activity, including residents of Forrest Street, would have to exit via Wasley Street,
whereas one could enter from either street. Further, anecdotally the volume of traffic turning left into Forrest
Street from the Wasley Street car park is relatively minor in respect of the total volume of traffic using Forrest
Street.
4.

Drive-way line-markings within street parking zones.

Can be implemented immediately. However, residents would need to be aware that it may result in fewer onroad parking spaces if installed in accordance with the standards, i.e. if the spacing between crossovers
cannot accommodate a standard vehicle, (which under Australian Standards is (the once) typical large
‘family’ sedan), with off-sets (length 7.8m), then technically is should be deleted.
5.

Speed humps installed a maximum sixty (60) metres apart – Community Consultation required.

Plan 3666-DP, as shown on Attachment 1, indicates the approximate location of three (3) standard low
profile speed humps. The spacing is in the order of 62m*, whereas two (2) speed humps would have
resulted in >80m spacing, thereby limiting the impact.
*crossovers preclude evening spacing of the proposed speed humps.
The three (3) speed humps should reduce the 85% speed to the order of 40 kph which will, in-turn, meet
Main Roads criteria when considering a 40 kph speed limit (build it and they shall come). It should be noted
that there are existing speed humps adjacent the exit of the Wasley Street carpark, to delineate the
residential portion of the street, as well as at the intersection of Fitzgerald Street.
6.

1 Hour Parking Limit – 7 days per week – Community Consultation Required.

The petitioners are of the view that the 3P limit is being abused and that there is a lack of enforcement. They
contend that by reducing the restriction to 1P, retaining 8.00am to 6.00pm, but also covering weekends it
should eliminate this problem and increase usage of the Wasley Street car park. This concern extends to
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‘football’ parking when patrons of Perth Stadium catch the special football services, which picks-up at
Chemist Warehouse and drops-off at North Perth Plaza.
The Manager of Ranger Services has advised that a Ranger is assigned to the North Perth Town Centre,
including Forrest Street, on weekdays to enforce parking restrictions, commencing and concluding with
Clearways. Further, they have issued 8 infringements within the residential portion of Forrest Street over the
past 8 months (from 1 January 2021) months (of a total 1,733 in the North Perth area in the same period).
CONSULTATION/ADVERTISING:
Residents and businesses would be consulted regarding the proposals in accordance with the City’s
Community Consultation Policy 4.1.5.
RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS
Low: It is low risk for Council to approve the proposed actions which should lead to a reduction in traffic
speeds and volumes, improved road safety outcomes and an improved level of amenity for residents of
Forrest Street.
STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS:
This is in keeping with the City’s Strategic Community Plan 2018-2028:
Accessible City
Our pedestrian and cyclist networks are well designed, connected, accessible and encourage increased use.
Connected Community
We have enhanced opportunities for our community to build relationships and connections with each other
and the City.
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS:
This does not contribute to any environmental sustainability outcomes. This action/activity is environmentally
neutral, as it is unlikely to lead to fewer car trips as a result of the proposed changes, but rather a
redistribution of trips.
PUBLIC HEALTH IMPLICATIONS:
This does not contribute directly to any public health outcomes in the City’s Public Health Plan 2020-2025.
Nevertheless, the residents contend that it will improve their wellbeing and reduce their anxiety by calming,
and potentially reducing, the volume and speed of traffic using Forrest Street.
FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS:
The civil works (3 speed humps) are estimated to cost $20,000, and if approved would be funded from the
annual Minor Traffic Management Improvement Program.
COMMENTS:
As can be seen in the traffic data the 85% speed in the mid-block section of Forrest Street is on the cusp of
the 50 kph speed limit and the traffic volumes are higher than the surrounding local road network.
The differential in the AM and PM traffic volumes, AM 140 v’s PM 182, is likely, in part, because the east
bound journey is easier as there is currently no parking on the northern side of Forrest Street and it gives an
impression of priority over the west bound movement. This led the STAG to suggest that ‘staggered’ parking
may overcome this issue, slowing traffic down and making it a less desirable route, in-lieu of traffic calming
devices (speed humps). The petitioners, and therefore one could assume the residents, oppose staggered
parking and had a very specific request for ‘speed humps’, along with the other aforementioned changes.
In light of the petition, which had more than 100 signatures, the majority of whom live in Forrest Street, the
residents are seeking some action by the City to address their concerns as a priority. While the support
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appears overwhelming in respect of the request for traffic calming (speed humps) and change in the parking
restrictions it is City’s practice to consult before seeking Council’s endorsement.
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