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7.1 REPEAL OF DISASTER APPEALS - DONATIONS AND ASSISTANCE POLICY (4.1.27) 

Attachments: 1. Disaster Appeals - Donations and Assistance Policy (4.1.27)

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council repeal the Disaster Appeals – Donations and Assistance Policy (4.1.27) at Attachment 
1. 

PURPOSE OF REPORT: 

To seek Council approval to repeal the Disaster Appeals – Donations & Assistance Policy (4.1.27). 

BACKGROUND: 

The Disaster Appeals – Donations & Assistance Policy (4.1.27) has been reviewed, in alignment with the 
City’s Policy Document Register and Review Plan.  

It was first adopted in November 2005 and last reviewed April 2018. The objective of the policy is to provide 
guidance to the Council when considering requests for the provision of financial assistance and other 
support to alleviate the impact of disasters and other significant emergencies.  

On review it was found there was no need for a documented position on this topic and some aspects of the 
policy regarding in kind assistance did not align to current emergency management practices.    

DETAILS: 

The policy was found to provide minimal direction to assist Elected Members in making a decision in relation 
to Disaster Appeals.  

The policy states that it is Council’s role to make a determination on a Disaster Appeal donation and does 
not provide significant guidance beyond this practice apart from specifying a maximum amount that may be 
donated. 

If a request were to come for an unbudgeted donation outside our current funding streams, it would require 
Council approval. Administration provides comprehensive reports to provide Council with sufficient and 
relevant information to make a decision.  

It is Administrations view that a documented position on this matter is not required. 

The elements of the policy that contravene current emergency management practices relate to in-kind 
assistance notably that Council can make determinations regarding emergency accommodation for those 
affected by a disaster.  

In-kind support of this nature is covered by our Local Emergency Management Plan and the City’s 
relationship with the State Emergency Management Committee. A preferred approach for emergency in-kind 
support would be to activate a response quickly, outside of the Council meeting schedule. 

CONSULTATION/ADVERTISING: 

No community consultation is required for the repeal of the policy. 

LEGAL/POLICY: 

Nil 

RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 

Low:  It is low risk for Council to repeal the policy. 

https://www.vincent.wa.gov.au/documents/564/4127-disaster-appeals-donations-and-assistance
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STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS: 

This is in keeping with the City’s Strategic Community Plan 2018-2028: 

Innovative and Accountable  

We are open and accountable to an engaged community. 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS: 

This does not contribute to any specific sustainability outcomes of the City’s Sustainable Environment 
Strategy 2019-2024, nor have any negative environmental impacts.  

PUBLIC HEALTH IMPLICATIONS: 

This does not contribute to any public health outcomes in the City’s Public Health Plan 2020-2025. 

FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS: 

Nil 
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