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5.3  ARTS REBOUND: TOWN CENTRE ARTWORKS 

Attachments: 1. Arts Rebound: Town Centre Artworks Expression of Interest    
  

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council ENDORSES the Arts Rebound: Town Centre Artworks Expression of Interest included 
as Attachment 1, for the purpose of advertising. 

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT: 

To consider endorsing the Arts Rebound: Town Centre Artworks Expression of Interest (EOI) for the 
purposes of advertising. 

BACKGROUND: 

On 30 March 2020 at its Special Council Meeting, Council approved the establishment of an Arts Relief 
Working Group, with the purpose of providing advice to the COVID-19 Relief and Recovery Committee 
(Committee) or Council. At this time, Council also approved $500,000 from the City’s Percent for Art 
cash-in-lieu reserve to be used to develop projects that provide local artists and creative industries relief from 
the impact of COVID-19. These projects are collectively referenced as the COVID-19 Arts Relief project. 
 
On 15 September 2020 at its Ordinary Meeting, Council endorsed the City of Vincent Rebound Plan 
(Rebound Plan), as an addendum to the COVID-19 Relief & Recovery Strategy. The Rebound Plan included 
Action 1.6 - Enhance the public realm through improved development outcomes and the incorporation of 
cultural infrastructure and activation and the following associated deliverables: 
 
• complete phase 1 of the COVID-19 Arts Relief Grant funding; and 
• launch phase 2 (Major Public Artwork) of the COVID-19 Arts Relief Grant funding. 
 
On 27 October 2020, a draft EOI document for phase 2 (Major Public Artwork) of the COVID-19 Arts Relief 
Grant funding was presented at Council Workshop for feedback prior to being further developed with the Arts 
Relief Working Group. 
 
On 1 December 2020, Item 7.2 Arts Relief Working Group – Closure Report was presented to the 
Committee. The Committee determined as follows: 
 
“3. APPROVES the amendment of the action entitled “Launch Phase 2 (Major Public Artwork) of the 

COVID-19 Arts Relief Grant funding” in the City of Vincent Rebound Plan, to “Launch Phase 2 
(Medium Scale Town Centre Artworks) of the COVID-19 Arts Relief Grant funding”. 

 
4. REQUESTS Administration to prepare an EOI with proposed locations for the Medium Scale Town 

Centre Artworks, with advice from the Arts Advisory Group, for presentation to Council no later than 
March 2021.” 

 
On 24 February 2021, a draft EOI for the medium scale town centre artworks, including proposed locations, 
was presented to the Rebound Roundtable and the Arts Advisory Group (AAG). Based on feedback received 
the draft EOI was updated and presented at the 13 April 2021 Council Workshop. Following feedback, the 
draft EOI was further refined and the project name updated from ‘Phase 2 (Medium Scale Town Centre 
Artworks) COVID-19 Arts Relief Grant funding’ to ‘Arts Rebound: Town Centre Artworks’. 
 
In May 2021 the Rebound Plan was updated to reflect the new project name and the revised draft EOI was 
provided to the AAG and relevant town teams, this was further discussed at the 19 May 2021 AAG meeting. 
Final feedback was received, incorporated, and the resulting EOI is included as Attachment 1. 

DETAILS: 

The EOI included as Attachment 1, was developed in consultation with the Rebound Roundtable and AAG. 
Based on feedback received during consultation, is was determined that artwork of a medium size and scale, 
suitable for locating in the City’s town centres, would cost upwards of $80,000. 
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Since the inception of the COVID-19 Arts Relief project, $151,373 of the Percent for Art cash-in-lieu reserve 
has been committed and $400,243 currently remains uncommitted. The remaining uncommitted amount 
includes recently received contributions. 
 
Artwork Locations 
 
The suburbs of Mount Lawley, Highgate, West Perth and Mount Hawthorn were discounted as potential 
artwork locations due to insufficient funds being attributed to these areas in the Percent for Art cash-in-lieu 
reserve. 
 
North Perth was discounted as a potential artwork location in this instance as the City has recently invested 
in a significant amount of artwork in North Perth, including the ‘Rings’ artwork delivered as part of North 
Perth Common, and because of the potential to accrue future contributions attributed to North Perth, to 
deliver a larger scale artwork in the future. 
 
Artwork Budget 
 
The Percent for Art cash-in-lieu reserve currently includes $80,173 attributed to the suburb of Leederville and 
$222,008 attributed to the suburb of Perth. 
 
It is proposed $80,000 is allocated to the Leederville Town Centre artwork, located in the suburb of 
Leederville, and $200,000 is allocated to the William Street Town Centre artwork, located in the suburb of 
Perth. 

CONSULTATION/ADVERTISING: 

The AAG and Rebound Roundtable, including the relevant town teams, have been consulted at various 
stages during the development of the draft EOI and feedback from these groups has significantly influenced 
the final EOI. 
 
If endorsed for advertising, the EOI is scheduled to be released 30 June 2021. 

LEGAL/POLICY: 

• Policy No. 3.10.7 – Art Collection; 
• Policy No. 3.10.8 – Public Art; and 
• Policy No. 7.5.13 – Percent for Art Policy. 

RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 

Low:  It is low risk for Council to endorse and advertise an EOI for public artwork commissions. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS: 

This is in keeping with the City’s Strategic Community Plan 2018-2028: 
 
Connected Community 

An arts culture flourishes and is celebrated in the City of Vincent. 
We have enhanced opportunities for our community to build relationships and connections with each other 
and the City. 
Our many cultures are celebrated. 
We recognise, engage and partner with the Whadjuk Noongar people and culture. 
We are an inclusive, accessible and equitable City for all. 
 
Thriving Places 

Our town centres and gathering spaces are safe, easy to use and attractive places where pedestrians have 
priority. 
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Sensitive Design 

Our built form character and heritage is protected and enhanced. 
Our planning framework supports quality design, sustainable urban built form and is responsive to our 
community and local context. 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS: 

This does not contribute to any specific sustainability outcomes of the City’s Sustainable Environment 
Strategy 2019-2024. However, the EOI in multiple locations instructs applicants to use materials that are 
durable and weatherproof, and to design artworks that require minimal ongoing maintenance. 

PUBLIC HEALTH IMPLICATIONS: 

This is in keeping with the following priority health outcomes of the City’s Public Health Plan 2020-2025: 
 
Increased mental health and wellbeing 

Increased physical activity 

Artworks in the public realm not only increase vibrancy and improve the experience of the area, but can also 
increase the mental health and wellbeing of users particularly when the artwork expresses the context, 
heritage and culture of the area as well as the people who live, work and play there. When people can 
identify with public artworks and spaces it creates a sense of belonging and connectivity. The EOI outlines 
the necessity of these objectives. 

FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS: 

The proposed project budget is $280,000. This includes $80,000 allocated to the Leederville Town Centre 
artwork, from the $80,173 currently attributed to Leederville in the Percent for Art cash-in-lieu reserve, and 
$200,000 allocated to the William Street Town Centre artwork, from the $222,008 that is currently attributed 
to Perth in the Percent for Art cash-in-lieu reserve. 

COMMENTS: 

The City of Vincent recognises that COVID-19 has had and will continue to have a significant impact on the 
City’s arts community. Artists perform a vital role in Vincent and have provided immeasurable value to our 
communities. This project aims to support Vincent’s local arts industry and the broader Vincent community 
by delivering public realm artworks which encourage and support social interaction, creativity and vibrancy. 
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