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No. Commun ity Garden Comments - 'Do you have any add itional comments?' 

Commu nity Comments Ad min ist ra tions Comments 

1. A community ga rden needs to be ful ly resea rched by COV before any commitment is made. The COV need to provide su pport in terms of The garden will be a community 

app ropr iate facili t ies such as sheds, watering, composting, preparation of th e space and oversee a management group of fina ncia lly organisatio n driven ga rd en. There wi ll 
comm itted participants, w ho are sufficie nt ly committed fo r a period of time to make it work . need to be a dedicated group 

2. A community ga rden wou ld change the feel of t he park. Robertson Park is well planned with nice ga rdens. Commun ity ga rdens can overseeing the management of th e 

become unt idy and if not well tended ca n become an eyesore. if t here is a comm unity ga rden it would need to be fenced and locked to garden. The City is recom mending to 

avoid theft, damage etc. But t hen to fence it would not be a great look. If a commun ity garden is essential suggest it is not along Randell retain a space fo r a comm unity 

Street, but where t he tennis cou rt ca rpark is. garden in the revised plan, which has 

3. A good idea fo r an area wit h growing housing density. now bee n relocated. The City will 

4. A good mix of herbs would be a great comm unity asset - loca l residents could visit and harvest a fr esh sprig for their mea ls as they need await the fo rmat ion of a group 

t hem ! committed to t he management of the 

5. A great id ea. I think it could work really well in t his area because of the diverse range of people who live here garden before estab lishing the space. 

6. Any activ ity of t his type could be of benefi t in inclusiveness and community cama raderie. 
7. As ment ioned above I would like to see var iety of fruit t rees 

8. closer to residential connect ion away from t raffi c. 

9. Crit ica l t o have high ly mot ivated people from the comm un ity coord inate it . 

10 . Definit ely more room fo r a comm un it y ga rden . This is such a great way to bring communit ies together and to share gardening knowledge . 

11. Do not t hink this should be developed until a reasonable number of people have provide t hey would active ly use it . 

12 . Great for loca l residents in high density liv ing. 

13 . Great idea bu t not sure exact ly how it wo uld run/ work. Would be interested in giving it a go! 

14. Great idea. Concerns over accessibili ty w hilst ma intaining security . Who provides t he facilit ies and prevents damage and vandal ism. Would 
require almost a leased organ isation space, some what like the eq uivalent of a netba ll or tennis club, a growing clu b. How do you ba lance 
everyone's access over close redisent s getting a dedicated plot for growing prod uce, basically free fron t yard ?? 

15. I am not sure how this wi ll work, but I am concerned about the upkeep and potentia l for dege neration 
16 . I am suppo rtive of comm unity ga rdens in genera l but the ci ty wou ld need to ensu re it doesn't become unsightly and t he issue of produce 

t heft would need to be actively managed. 

17 . I ca n't see how an 'allotment ' style system would be managed without potent ia l t ension in such a sma ll , exc lusive area. 

18 . I don't th ink it 's practica l. 

19 . I like the idea 

20. I like the idea of a community ga rden . Robertso n park cou ld be a great comm uni ty hu b of activity. However t here is no point having a 
garden unless there is demand . 

21 . I like the idea of the community gardens but depending on how it is fenced and moni tored, I th ink i t co uld get trashed by people I 

22 . I look forward to also having a communi ty ga rden where I can grow my own veggies. 
23 . I th ink it is a great idea . It is a fun amenity for all ages. 

24 . I th ink it is an admirable idea but needs management and can't be left as a free fo r all 
25 . I th ink it's a great idea 
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26. I th ink it' s a great idea and strong ly suppo rt. Would it be one garden that everyone contributes to or could we app ly for an allotment? I 
t hink Increasing the size of this wou ld be good. 

27 . I th ink th ey on ly work when you have a solid group of committed vo lunteers to manage and ma intain t hem. I don't t hink t he community 
garden shou ld be progressed un less t here is significant demonstrated commun ity support and commitment from the community that they 
w ill main tain it. 

28 . I t hink t his is a fantast ic idea 

29 . I would genera lly support comm unity gardens, but t hey can look untidy if not managed properly and I don 't th ink the loca l community has 
t he expe rience to make this idea work in the long term. 

30 . I would love to grow my own vegetab les/fruits and through t hat get to know more peop le. 

31. If it works and people don' t explo it it sure but I don' t see the likel ihood 
32 . I'm sure it wil l be popu lar, therefore, conduct a survey to find out how many are interested In the idea as I think the proposed space would 

not be enough. 
There should be adequate room to expand for t he futu re. 

33 . Is t here much support from loca l peop le for th is kind of amen ity? 

34 . It is an excellent idea to have a community garden and I be lieve given the demograp hic moving into the area recently (lot s of young 
families with limited home ga rdens) it will provide a great form of community engagement. The area marked seems sma ll when t here is a 
lot of area to work with. Wi ll you give thought to expanding the area if the take-up is successful? I have not seen reference to eit her water 
ta nks or a/some ga rden sheds/lockers so that ga rdening gear can be stored t here. A water ta nk Is necessa ry at a minimum or access to 
reticulation so t hat the ga rden is maintained through the dry part of the year. 

35 . It needs to be bigger. It needs a shed, water tan ks, place for supplies and tables fo r community gardeners to share a cup of tea . 

36 . It needs to be self managed. People often say it is a good idea but they want somebody else to do the work. There needs to be a 
demonstrated demand rather tha n t he city providing the facil ity and seeing if peop le are interested. I expect the most likely users wou ld 
be those liv ing in the bottleyard deve lopment, the Maltings, or the ap partments on Fit zgera ld and Carr. 

37 . It should be retained for sport, there is not enough of this in the area. 

38 . It w ill need extended promotion . I expect individuals who are current ly excited, may not live forever, so the city w ill need to ensu re a 
strategy Is In place to maintain support. 

39 . It wou ld be an Id ea l addition for the area. Perfect! 

40 . It wou ld seem like a good idea given the demographic of the neighbourhood but don't know how many people would use it. Would need 
some key locals to ove rsee it. 

41 . Love th is idea! 

42 . My husband 's fam ily is Italian - and as such growing vegetables, fruit t rees, etc. is common place. We live nea r Hyde Park / Robertson Park 
and our fru it trees are regular ly ra ided - this includes coming onto our property to take t he fruit. Older members of my husba nd 's family 

who also live near Hyde Part/ Robe rtson Park still plant vegetables in their front yard . Last yea r, all the vegetables were taken fro m the 
front yard - even t hough there was high fences and locked gates. A communi ty garden wou ld be raided and the produce sto len. Fences 
and gates cou ld be damaged during the process. This area would bette r serve the community as either remaining part of t he tennis ce nt re 
or being converted to a grassed area with leafy, shady t rees. 

43. Need a st ro ng and committed group of peop le to run the ga rden. 

44 . Needs a social aspect - fo r example a kitchen/ba r. 
W ould be good to include a women's shed. 
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45. Needs to be ma intained 

46. No use of man ure. 

47 . None, I think its a good idea, but wil l need a lot of communi ty support. 

48 . Not a good location nea r one of t he busiest roads In Pe rth . 
49 . not necessa ry 
50 . Not needed 

51 . Only - PLEASE DO IT! 
52 . Presumably this co uld be for loca l people to grow so me herbs and vegetab les. It would be a separa te garden from the nat ive garden I 

have recommended above. 
It cou ld also include some bush tucke r plants as advised by Noongar elders. 

53 . So many people wander through Robertson Park da ily that I fear community garden would be trashed. 

54 . Take a lot of organizing. Need to survey residents, state the conditions of use and ask if they wou ld pay for use the garden 

55 . Tend to find these gardens get left Untidy after 5-6 months of use 

56 . The addition of a community ga rden wou ld be in keeping w ith Increased part ic ipation and engagement by loca ls a theme Vincent has been 
seeking to promote. 

57 . The community ga rd en concept may appea l to environmentally concerned residents of North Perth and I support its avai labili ty in t he 
plan. I agree that its viabil ity depe nds on the prese nce of strong local d rivers and managers. Lockridge Com mun ity Garden, fo r example, 
appears to have strong local pa tronage and to be a source of loca l pride. Howeve r, due to its open plan, damage and premature picking of 
ripening produce undermines t he efforts of the workers. Some of the vulnerab le plant s are fu lly enclosed in netting with a locked gate . 

58 . The idea is nice, but they tend to become abandoned and scra ppy-looking as the novelty wears off. If the consensu s is in favou r of one, its 
loca tion becomes critical Is term s of t he park' s visua l impact . 

59 . The location on the Fitzgerald st side is a litt le weird. Not sure of the benefits of th e garden near a main road? Or the city hasn't articulated 
t he benefi t s we ll . Seems as t hough you wou ld get better engagement if it was set back from there a little? 

60 . They require a manager. 
We are not li ke Europe where we live in units. 
There is a communi ty garden in North Perth t hat always has vaca nt lots & it is messy. 
If you do proceed then it should be located at the Palmerston end not Fitzgerald as it will look unsightly . 
There is no need for one, open spaces wi ll be a more usa ble area .. . 
A cricket t raining pitch might be anot her option if t he council is more inclined to make this area a more sporting venue. 

61 . This is a great id ea. There are a lot of apartments and sma ll dwellings, so a communi ty garden wou ld be ve ry much apprecia ted. 

62 . Tie in with a local business to support it and potent ial ly use it too. Green wor ld revo lu tion wou ld be a good starting point 

63 . Unsure as to whether t he commu nity garden would be susta inable/ well kept over t ime. 

64 . Waste of time and resources 

65 . Weird spot? Traffi c. 

66 . Who is going to look after it? 
It w ill 100% be trashed unless it was monitored by the council workers who clean the area daily. 

67. Who would maintain the community ga rdens? Would it be accessed by a key, if so, who would kee p the key? Who Is responsib le fo r 
picking the fru i t and where does t he produce go? Where will the tools go?? If these are not stored in a sa fe place It ca n be used as 
weapons. The community gardens will not work - I can gua rantee it wou ld be vandalised! I li ve in t he area - this is a guarantee !!! 
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68. Who's managing it? 

69 . With increased density, a community ga rden will provid e an essent ial resource and access to fresh home grow n produce for res id ents 
w ithout appropria te space in their residence. 

70 . Would need to be protected from misuse, ke pt clea n, etc 

71 . Yes please! That would be great ! Maybe community compost as well? 
72 . Yes yes yes to t he commun ity garden ! !! ! Th is is an incredib le ini t iative and esse ntial for learning and co nnecting with in our community. I 

am assuming the Noongar peop le have been consulted and co uld incorporate teach ings on loca l plants, etc. (This is an esse ntial 
component) . 
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No. Dog Exercise Area Comments - 'Do you have any other comments?' 

Community Comments Administrations Comments 

1. In the event that you plan to fence a dog area, owners should be required to use it ra ther than leave their dogs off lead outsid e. In the revised plan the dog 

exerc ise area Is no longer 
enclosed. Instead of enclosing t he 
area and excluding the space from 
ot her park users, in the revised 
plan low fence lines have been 
extended and a reta ining wall 

introduced. This is to help crea te 
a barrier between dog users and 
park users for safety reasons. 

2. Using the exist ing fence lines and pathways as boundaries w ith plenty of entry and exit points. Do not support a circu lar fe nce within the Noted. The rev ised plan s show 
current dog area as wou ld preclud e the many Informa l shorts activi ties that occu r irregularly. t he extension of fence lines and 

low retaining wa ll. This Is to help 

create a ba rri er between dog 
users and park users fo r safety 
reasons. The retain ing wall wi ll 
also be used as a seat. 

3. A dog water tap and fixed bowl There Is current ly a dog wate r 
foun tain on site and an additional 

4. Acce ss to wa ter dog water fountain is not 
requ ired. 

5. Another dog founta in in t he enclosed area, more seating in t he area and bins with bin bags around the enclosed area please. Noted . More seating has been 
included in the revised pla n. 
There Is current ly a dog wate r 
foun tain on site and an additional 

dog water fountain is not 
required. Addit iona l dog bag 
request has been forwarded to 
the re levant area within the City 
for immediate action outside of 
th e Deve lopment Plan. 

6. Bigger water founta ins for dogs There is current ly a dog wate r 
fountain on site and an additiona l 
dog water fountain is not 
requ ired. When the City upgrades 
the current water fou ntain we ca n 
consider a larger size founta in . 
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7. Can those who don' t have dogs still use t he space for exercise and run ning etc? Will the gate ever be locked/inaccessible? In the draft plan the enclosed dog 

exerci se area would be for the use 

of dogs and not general park 
use rs. Fo llowing consult ation 
t here we re main concern from 
t he comm un ity was over losing 

the space as passive recreation. In 

the revised t he City has chosen to 

extend t he fence li nes to imp rove 
safety for dog users and park 
users, wh ist le retaining the space 

for passive recreation and 

informa l play. 

8. Do not bring in a rule that dogs must be on lead everywhere other t han the designated dog exe rcise area. Noted. In t he revised plan t he 

rules rema in the same. 

9. Do not change dog exe rcise area Noted. 

10. Dog wa ter fountain Noted. 

11. Doggy bag dispense r Addit iona l dog bag request has 
been forwa rded to the re levant 

area within the City for immed iate 

action outside of the 

Development Plan. 

12. Dogs are fi ne but need fences Noted. 

13. drink fountain, doggy waste disposa l facilit ies Noted. 

14. Drinking bowls for the dogs {I am not a dog owner) Noted. 

15. I don't have a dog but I am looking fo rward t o not having dogs and doggie doo arou nd t he p laygroun d ! Noted. 

16. I don' t th ink it wou ld be possible to fix but the dog exercise area could be bigger. It's current ly pretty small. This ha s been reviewed and it has 
been determined that the dog 

exerc ise area Is an app ropriate 

sile. The area sile wi ll remain the 
same in the revised pla ned . 

17. I t hink enough faci lities as the cu rrent se tup . Noted. 

18. I would li ke t o see the enti re park, tennis co urts/ faci lity excluded, open to humans to wa lk with their dogs off lead if desired. As it cu rrently There is a varie ty of different dog 

stands, the on ly area dogs are allowed off lead is minimal and reasonably uninterest ing for sniffing, foraging and being a natural dog though exercise areas across t he City. The 

very good for chasing bal ls wi thout damaging vegeta tion. Dogs and humans req ui re a ra nge of environm ents to fu lfill t heir natural Instincts for fence around the perimeter of the 

well be ing. park is not supported. The pa rk 
needs to cater for a variety of 

differen t use rs and accom modate 
for both dog owners and non-dog 

owners. To achieve the ba lance of 

8 1 



ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING  14 SEPTEMBER 2021 

Item 9.5- Attachment 2 Page 107 

 
  

all park users, the park requires a 
designated area for off leash dog 

exercise. 

19. I would not li ke the dog exerc ise area made sma ller, there are a lot of dogs and owners t here in the aftern oons it is qu ite a social gathering The size is proposed to remain the 
area in the neighborhood . I think th is is used more than any other area at Robinson Park same. 

20. If it 's not broken why try to fix it? Leave it alone. Noted. 

21. If the goa l of the City is to bring more of a community vibe to t he Park maybe try food va ns, to draw people there. Noted. This has been conside red 
in the revised plan. Fence lines 

have been extended to improve 
safety for both dogs and park 
users instead of enclosing t he 
area. Th is w ill also allow for the 
continued use of passive 
recreation and events. 

22 . It is important t hat t he dog exerc ise area stay w here it is currently located. It provides an excel lent space for the mix of dogs - the re is The size of t he dog exe rcise area 
sufficient room for larger dogs to run and chase while t he smaller dogs ca n play in a different pa rt of t he park. The area is occasiona lly used by w ill remain t he sa me and not 
kids with footba lls etc but the area needs to rema in as is. The park is used extensively from very early morning through to evening due to decrease. Community light ing has 
light ing and access and most evenings I have seen upwards of 45 dogs on the park over the course of an hour and a ha lf. It engenders been considered in the revised 
excellent commun ity sp irit and fee ls sa fe for the most part. Enclosing it further w ill help reduce the risk of dogs heading onto Fitzgera ld Street. plan. Fence lines have been 
As a newcomer to t he area from Ja n 2020 (moving from Brisbane) I 'd like to congratulate council for crea t ing a safe and friendly location and extended to help w ith t he safety 
dog exercise area which is a credit to you. It would be a shame to see it reduced or moved. of dogs and pa rk users. 

23. Keeping the off lead area is vi ta l. I have noticed that there are la rge number of community members w ho use this area, and i t offers ways to The area will remain off leash and 
con nect, that Hyde Pa rk does not. Maybe more seating. add itional seating has been 

included in the revised pla n. 
24 . Ligh t ing of t he dog park at night Commu nity light ing has been 

considered and included in t he 
rev ised plan. 

25. More benches. Some natural visual barrie rs, dogs need to explore & sniff t his eases thei r anxiety & tension. Another larger water bowl if t he Seat ing have been included in the 
pooc h wants to dip its head?:-) Perhaps some signage express ing something li ke: Dog zone, please respect & be ki nd ... Bags, bags, bags they revised plan. A larger water bowl 
have to easier to open! ;-0 ca n be considered whe n the 

current dog water fountain is due 
for replacement. Add it ional dog 
bag request and ra nger patro ls 
has been forwa rded to the 
re leva nt area with in the City for 
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actioning outside of t he 
Development Plan. 

26. More COV Ranger patrols to fine dog owners who don' t clea n up dog poo. Additiona l dog bag request and 
ranger patro ls has been 

27 . More doggy bag stations around the park fo rwarded to the relevant area 
within the City for actioning 
ou tside of the Deve lopment Plan. 

28. Natura l hedging is quite adeq uate rather than hard metal fences to comp lement the amenity of the park. The on ly additiona l are a few more After seeking advice from our 
bins with doggy bags. There is eno ugh space for dog owners and this is used for a very limited t ime during the day, le befo re and after work parks team, natural hedging has 
for the majo rity of the week. Dog owners need to be responsib le for their dog's be haviour that is under co ntro l and pick up their mess. been attempted at Robertson 

Park in previous yea rs and was 
never able to grow successfully to 
be used as a fence. Given this, 
the fence line extension will be 
low pool fencing with natu ra l 
hedging. Additiona l dog bags and 
ra nger pa t ro ls has been 
forwarded to the relevant area 
within the City for actioning 
outside of the Deve lopment Plan 

29 . No. the existing amenit ies are good. Noted. 

30. Not a dog owner, so no real preference. Noted. 

31 . Perhaps lighting so t hat it is usable after dark. Sim ilar to how the tennis courts ca n operate in to t he eve ning. Commu nity light ing has been 
considered and included in the 
revised pla n 

32. Perhaps some agili ty equipment off to one side Dog agili ty was considered for t he 

33. Perhaps some apparatus for dogs li ke the ones nea r La ngley Park. enclosed area. In t he revised plant 
the enclosed area is removed. 
Instead we w ill extend the fence 
lin es for safety reasons. Given t he 
area won' t be exclusive ly for 
dogs, it was not seen as 
appropr iate to Introduce agility 
equipment 

34 . Please do not reduce the size or location of the dog exercise area - the numbers of users - av 15-20 owners each afte rnoon t hat I observe, Size of t he area won't be reduced 
allows fo r big boiste rous young dogs and sma ller delica te (both) dog and owners to funct ion in harmony. and the location is remaining in 
Re locat ion to the space between the Art Studio and Fitzgerald St would reduce the size and not allow younger owners and pa rents to multi t he same area 
task with kids and dogs 
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35. Plenty of availa ble dog waste disposal bags. Add itiona l dog bag request has 

36. Poo bag dispenser been forwarded to the re leva nt 

37. Poo bins area within t he City for immediate 

38. Public doggy bin act ion outside of the 

39. Water bowls and shelter for rain Development Plan. There is 

40 . Water fountain, poo bag stands, bins 
curren tl y a dog water fountain on 

41. Water stops 
site and an add it iona l dog water 

42. W ater to drink for the dogs 
fou ntain is not requ ired. 

43 . water fountains for dogs 
44. Water sta t ions, shower (l ike at Britan nia), double gated entries fo r securi ty, more bins. Fences need to be su itab le height for extra large dogs There is current ly a dog water 

to rema in safe ly enclosed. Area needs to be a suitable dista nce away from ball sports as ma ny dogs are scared of basketballs, soccer ba lls et c. fou ntain on site and an add itio nal 
Needs to be dedicated dog area so that dogs do not have to deal w it h ball sports, joggers , ska teboards, bicycles as t hese are often triggers for dog water fountain is not 
dogs. Multiuse areas do not work for many dogs. req uired. The dogs are safe ly 

distanced from the orga nised 
sports act ivity nea r the tennis 
facil ity. Safety of both park users 
and dogs have been considered in 
t he revised plan. Instead of fu lly 
enclosing the dog exercise area 
and excluding passive recreat ion, 
t he City is extending th e fence 
lin es to improve t he sa fety of 
both dogs and park users. The 
fence will be low and act as a 
barrier and low sight lin es wil l 
assist w it h safety of the area. 

45. wou ld li ke to enlarge t he dog area given that is t he primary use of t he park outs ide t he tennis centre. W hy not increase t he hedging on the There is a variet y of different dog 
st reet borde rs to create natural bounda ri es and allow dogs off leash also in remainder of th e park? exercise areas across t he City. The 
I wa lk my dog twice a day in the pa rk and being we ll behaved I have him off t he leash as I wa lk around t he park. I have to be v igilant because fence around the perimeter of the 
some zealous ra nge rs threaten to fin e if I' m see n. The current dog area Is too sma ll w ith occasionally lots of dogs so we prefer the quieter park is not supported. The park 
areas in the rest of the pa rk. needs to cater for a variety of 

differen t use rs and accommodate 
fo r both dog owners and non-dog 

owners. To achieve t he ba lance of 
all park users, the park requ ires a 
designated area for off leash dog 
exercise. 
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46 . You could have 2x enc losed pens. One under the big Moreton bay figs for smaller dogs or nervous dogs. Seat ing has been included in t he 
A larger dog area for bigger and more aggressively playful dogs. This I'm sure wou ld reduce fights between anxious sma ller dogs and bigger revised plan. Further Invest igat ion 

good bois. outlined t hat enclos ing t he dog 
Seating for dog owners, a built in doggy water fo untain exercise area was not su itable. 

Instead in the revised plan it is 
proposed to extend the fence 
li nes to improve the safety of 
bo th pa rk users and dogs. 

47 . Do not change dog exe rcise area, keep it as is but fen ce all around Noted. The Park is fenced along 
Stua rt and Fitzgera ld St reets. 

48 . The curren t layout is great - good amount of space and t he water bow l and bins are idea l. It wo uld be nice to fence off t he remaining open Noted . Th is has been conside red 
area, but not total ly necessary. The main reason is dogs someti mes go after other dogs or people who are just passing by on the path, so this in the revised plan. Fence lines 
wou ld discourage that conflict. have been extended to improve 

safe ty for both dogs an d park 

use rs instead of enclosing t he 
area . This w ill also allow fo r the 
continued use of passive 
recreation and events. 

49. The proposed dog fencing is an eye sore and over t he top. It will no longer blend with the rest of t he pa rk effectively segregating what is a Noted. This has been considered 
beautiful section of the pa rk . Simp ly extend the existing fencing adding gates where necessa ry as seen at Jack Marks Park Highgate. in the revised plan. Fence lines 

have been extended to improve 
safety for both dogs and park 
users instead of enclosing t he 
area . 
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Written Su bmiss ion 1 

Draft Robertson Park Development Plan 

Comment from the Friends of Robertson 
ParkJune 2021 

This submission is presented to the City of Vincent by the Friends of Robertson Park (FORP), an 
incorporated community group that is registered to achieve the following outcomes. 

• Protect, conserve, enhance and promote the environmental, recreational, cultural and heritage 
values of Robertson Park; 

• Advocate for the Park and its local environs for the long-term benefit of the local community; 
• Seek input from local people and interested pai1ies to ensure that the Park and its environs 

may best serve the local co1mnunity; 
• Work in partnership with the local community, the City of Vincent ai1d other interested 

paities in support of the above objectives; and 
• Raise funds and receive contributions where appropriate to finance these same objectives. 

Over the two-and-a-half years since the group was fonned , it has actively engaged with the users of 
the park, has attempted to listen to their needs and ideas, has facilitated communication between 
various user group, and has advocated on behalf all these interested pai1ies. 
While the group has been working to encourage users to participate directly in the consultation 
process for the proposed Development Plan, and to submit their own thoughts to Council, the group 
feels it is also desirable to ai1iculate a more detailed response to the draft Development Plan that can 
allow a deeper engagement with it. 
The FORP group hopes the comments included below ai·e taken constructively and seriously as a 
significant pai1 of the consultation process in the park's ongoing management. 

Objectives of the Park's Development Plan 

At the first consultative workshop on Thursday 20th May 2021 , the Mayor of Vincent, Ms E1mna 
Cole, announced that the City has three primary objectives for the Development Plai1. Pai·aphrased, 
these are: 

• The enhancement of women's sport in the City of Vincent by establishing facilities for the 
local netball club within the park; 

• The reduction in the number of tennis courts within the park, particularly the high­
maintenance grass cowts, to help create a better balance of sporting facilities within the City. 

• Using the opportunities ofresponding to the first two objectives to increase the overall 
amenity and utility of the park. 

The FORP group believes there is a consensus amongst those with a stake in the park to support these 
objectives, and therefore the group supp01is them as well. 

Design Principles for the Park 

While preparing for the consultation process on the Development Plan for Robertson Park 
the FORP adopted a set of high-level design and management principles that they believe would be 
appropriate for guiding the park's redevelopment. They reflect the design principles adopted by the 
City of Vincent for the redevelopment of the park in 2003. 
Robertson Park is to be designed and managed to : 

1. Be a community recreational asset for current and future local residents. 
2. Be a place that fosters native vegetation and habitat while maintaining the heritage vegetation 

sections of the park. 
3. Support a combination of both active and passive recreation. 
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4. Pro-actively celebrate its wetland, indigenous, and westem heritage. 
5. Express the park' s diverse origins through maintaining its historic 'rooms", while 

maintaining an overall cohesion within the site. 

The FORP believe it would be useful for the city to adopt similar principles for the Development 
Plan, and for the park's ongoing management. 

Naming of the Park 

Over the last two centuries, the area around the park has been vaiiously known to its local residents as 
Boojoonnelup, Lake Henderson, Henderson's Lake, Anderson' s Lake and most recently Robertson 
Park. 

The park's continuing links to yoongar people and their culture are recognised by its registration 
under the State ' s indigenous heritage act, and by the City of Vincent' s Reconciliation Plan, which 
includes a policy of dual naming of places where possible. 

The FORP believe that Robe1tson Park is an ideal place to initiate dual naming as: 
• Its yoongar name has been the name of the place for millennia, and this needs to be 

recognised; 
• It appears from the workshops and general discussion within the community that such an act 

ofrecoguition of indigenous culture would be broadly supported 
• There appears to be a consensus in the Nyoongar community that Boojoormelup is the 

appropriate name for the park area. 

Boojoormelup/Lnke H e11derso11/Robertso11 Park i11 1864. Photo: Alji-ed Hawes Stone: 1801-1873; 
Battye PH00IPH003 70 

The Wetland Heritage Trail 

Robertson Park is one of seven parks located along a former chain of wetlai1ds/lakes that spanned the 
southern half of the City of Vincent. About 20 years ago the city initiated a project to link these parks 
with aJI off-road recreational bike-path, and to improve the landscaping usage aJid signage in all of 
the parks to better reflect their wetland origins. Significant implementation of the project took place 
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over the following years, and today places like Robertson Park and Smiths Lake are especially 
successfully integrated into this concept. 

Recently the City of Vincent has shown renewed interest in the trail, particularly with regard to re­
focusing its indigenous heritage meaning. The FORP strongly support this renewal of the trail. 

Connection ofDorrien Gardens to Robertson Pa!'k through the City of Vincent's Fitzgerald St Carpark. 

It is possible to scoot, push a pram, or cycle along the entire length of the seven parks of the Wetland 
Heritage Trail, with the exception of this one absent link. Durin" the planning of the heritage trail, it 
was recognised by the city that the best way to establish this link for legibility, safety and landscape 
reasons was through the City' s carpark, but due to financial constraints at the time of its initial 
construction it was not completed, so a route along the Fitzgerald St footpath was promoted instead. 

To complete this connection in the originally intended manner, it will probably be desirable to: 
• Remove the cmpark' s wall facing Lawley St; 
• Create a new car entrance at this location; 
• Build a path though the carpark and down the 7m-wide laneway-link to Fitzgerald St 
• Increase the transpm·ency of the landscaping between the trail path m1d the Dorri en Gardens 

playing-field areas; 
• Enlarge and enhance the lower-storey planting in the car park to recognise the v..-etland 

theme; 
• Constmct a pedestrian refuge in the middle of Fitzgerald St. 

II 
Route for the completion of the Ci(v 's Wetlands Heritage Trail (shown in red) through the 
City of Vincent 's Fit:::gerald Street Carpark. 

Access to the Park 

The majority of passive-recreation users of the park, including the dog walkers, live ·within walking 
distance oftl1e park, and therefore do not need transport means other than their legs or mobility 
vehicles. However, the arts centre and sports centre are more regionally focused facilities, and rely on 
cars, bikes, buses, and increasingly, various electric mobility devices. 

To cater for people corning from fm· afield to the park, the FORP suggest the following access 
improvements: 
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• Extending the Robertson Park carpark towards the new sports centre entrance (contingent 
upon a tennis comt being removed); 

• Upgrading the Fitzgerald St carpark to encourage any overflow parking demand from the 
sp01ts and art centres to be directed there; 

• Adding an island refu0 e to the Fitzgerald St pedestrian crossing point that leads to both the 
Fitzgerald St carpark and the bus stop on the opposite side of Fitzgerald St: 

• Completing the Wetlands Helitage Trail tlu·ough the Fitzgerald St carpark, thereby connecting 
the no1t hern section of the City of Vincent to the park by non-car travel modes; 

• Installing a bike rack, located in a highly-visible spot next to the entrance of the sports centre. 

The Heritage of the Park 

Indigenous Heritage 

The country upon which Boojoonnelup/Robertson Park sits has a history of ryoongar ownership and 
use that goes back tens of thousands of years. Noongar culture and law continued to have a strong 
relationship to this com1try, and most people within the City are keen to have local indigenous culture 
more visible in the City than it has been in the recent past. 
Proposals for the park that the FORP are supporting, that should resonate with the yoongar 
community and make aboriginal culture more visible to the broader community, include the: 

• Dual naming of the park; 
• Restoration of some of the indigenous habitat on an area currently covered by lawn; 
• Installation of signage and artworks associated with yoongar culture for the Wetlands 

Heritage Trail; 
• Elimination of the issue of ground-water pollution associated with turf-maintenance practices 

for the tennis comts. 
It is hoped that the Nyoongar community will suppo11 and conti-ibute knowledge for the successful 
implementation oftl1ese changes. 

\Vestem He1·itage 

Since colonial times the pieces of land that make up Roberson Park have had many varied and 
interesting land uses. An easy-to-digest visual overview of past land uses and events in and around 
the park is available at fr iendsofrobertsonpark.com.au 

Many original trees and constrnctions from these past land uses still survive in the park. They include: 
• An original flooded gum, which has been growing in Boojoonnelup since pre-western times; 
• The trees around the grounds of Palmerston Villa, built by Edward Keane as his home while 

he was the Mayor of the City of Pe1th and MLC for the Pertll region. Palmerston Villa also 
has many other layers of historical impo1tance; 

• The home of Lee Hop and other market gardeners of Chinese origin who farmed part of the 
park area; 

• The women 's playing field, built by the City of Perth as pat1 its establislunent of Robertson 
Park as a centre for women ' s sport in the 1920s; 

• The avenues of tree planted by the City of Pe1th in the 1920s to lay out Pertl1's fu-st major 
children ' s playground: 

• The front walls and steps of Pe1th ' s first children's library. 
• The rnmp of Cowie St, off Palmerston St, which was supposed to connect with the rest of 

Cowie St, but was instead left stranded due to one of the many park expansions . 

The park's highly visible wetland, indigenous planting, Palmerston Villa/Ormiston House footings, 
and current tennis comts, although all of more contempora1y constrnctions, also continue land uses 
that have deep historical associations witl1 the park. 
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Other fanning, spiritual, business, industrial, institutional and residential land uses of historical 
importance have neither remaining visible fablic , nor continuing land uses to remind us of them. But 
archaeological remains within the park are likely to include substantial material from many former 
post-colonial uses, including the original convict-built drain though the park, the synagogue, and a 
large stable building from the 1860s. 

Whatever the visibility of this rich history, there are many possibilities for bringing much of it back to 
li fe for current. park users, by expre sing the mosaic of the "rooms" within the park. The "rooms" 
constitute the key historic landscapes that make up the park. This strategy was adopted and 
implemented by the City as part of the park's redevelopment around 2003, and the FORP suggest 
strongly that it be maintained and reinforced in the current redevelopment. To achieve this, the City 
should imbed staff from the City's Local History Centre into the redevelopment 's design process, and 
also consult Chris Hair who has extensively researched the park' s hist01y over the last 20 years and 
who has had a significant role in how the park is designed today. Chris is also part of the FORP 
executive group . 

Design of the Park's Landscapes 

Extension of the eco-zoning around the n01·thern and weste1·n sides of the park. 

The start of the indigenous habitat planting ( or "eco-zoning") in Booj oormelup/Robe1ison Park began 
about 30 years ago, and has been almost continuously supplemented ever since. This landscaping has 
enhanced both the amenity and the environmental profile of the park. The proposed reduction of the 
number of tennis courts provides an opportunity to extend these improvements to the northem edge of 
the park. The western edge of the park also offer a further series of opportunities for eco-zoning. 

The eco-zone area along Randell St may also be an opportunity to create some sculpting of the ground 
level amongst the new indigenous planting. This would add interest to the landscape, complement the 
geography of the existing valley in the middle of Randell St, and act as a water-retention basin for 
excess water that cannot be absorbed by the existing street drainage system. It should be noted t11at the 
new hard courts will probably drain towards Randell St, thereby adding to the water-disposal load, 
and tlmt the digging would only be though the earth fill tlmt was deposited on tl1e area to create the 
flat tennis courts. 

If the City agrees that the areas along Randell St and Fitzgerald St are to be prin1arily eco-zoned, tl1e 
area between the inset paths and the road itself should be kept open at mid-storey height to allow 
passive smveillance of the path from the road . Regular small patches of grass between the road and 
the paths would allow regular choice of direction of movement, which would also enliance safety. 
Care will need to be taken when choosing a location for the taller trees so that leaf litter on the tennis 
comts is minimised. 

The FORP suggest that these eco-zoning opportunities be fully utilised, and that detailed design of 
these areas should be professionally undertaken. 

Path Layout 

In essence, the current paths of the park fonn an X-shape, connecting all the major access comers, 
with a double-patl1 avenue at tl1e park's centre, and some street-edge patl1S. This strncture allows users 
to enter the park or to pass through it, but it does not offer an oppo1tunity to meander around the park 
without retracing one's steps . 

Some of the ctment paths also help reinforce the original historic "rooms" oftl1e park by either 
following the bom1daries of these rooms or by suggesting the geomelly oftl1e original landscapes. 
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STUART STREET 

The City of Vincent 's 2003 Development Plan, with FORP 's suggestions for the 2021 Development 
Plan over-marked in pencil. The proposed eco-zoning areas are shown diagonally hatched, and the 
possible connnunity garden is shown green as an open lawn area pending a decision about its 
implernentation. 
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The opening up of the park at the n011h side introduces an opportunity to make a loop walk within the 
park, thus making the most popular activity in the park -walking- much more interesting and diverse. 
The FORP therefore support having a path established around the tem1is com1s on the no11hern side of 
the park, but suggest that it be shaped to encomage loop movements of the park, and to enhance the 
landscape pleasure of walking along it. 

The FORP also suggest that a further edge path be created to link up paths set in from the street edges 
on the park's western and southern edges, so that the entire section of the park from Stuart St to 
Randell St can be easily looped while delivering the best possible landscape experience the park can 
offer. 

The FORP include, below, a plan for how these two paths might be shaped and located. TI1e plan's 
design is intended to build on existing landscape 's themes and beauty, and to make the park' s "loop" 
legible and safe. The proposed paths are also located to minimise park maintenance by locating them 
between the lawn areas and the garden beds, thereby reducing some of the problem of grass running 
into the native plant areas, and keeping grass areas large so they are easy to mow with large machines . 

It should be noted that the loop needs to pass just inside the southern edge of the proposed fully­
enclosed dog-exercise area. This should not be a problem so long as self-closing gates are erected at 
the two ent1y points into this enclosure. This would have the added benefit of making the southern 
half of the loop path less inviting to bike and electric mobility device users, which have a reputation 
for disturbing dogs ' karma, while allowing dog walkers, pram pushers and other walkers a calm, 
strolling environment. The loop also resurrects the plan to create a short bridge over the wetlands 
stream bed that remains unimplemented from the 2003 redevelopment plan for the park. 

Dog Exercise Enclosure 

The current dog-exercise area occupies most of the space left behind after the abandonment of the 
Women 's playing fie ld, that was used exclusively for women's hockey and lacrosse from 
approximately 1925 to 19 5 5. Its maintenance as an open space is therefore of some historical 
significance. Its current use as a dog-exercise area goes back well before 1980 and has become in 
itself pai1 of the park's histo1y. 

The FORP are aware of the extensive discussion that has taken place amongst park users about how 
this open space should evolve as part of the proposed redevelopment. Council ' s direct consultation 
will inevitably throw up lots of thoughts on this matter, but it appears to the FORP, from its members' 
direct contact with other park users, that there is a consensus that the proposed internal fenced area 
should not be constructed, and instead, that the enclosure of the existing larger area should be 
completed. The FORP therefore support this outcome, ai1d encomage the fence line to follow the 
edge of the existing path until it meets the western edge of the former Women' s Playing Field which 
it should follow to meet the existing fence on Stuart St. 

The Tennis Comts 

The grass courts of the tennis centre have been part of the park' s landscape for about 100 years. Their 
loss is regrettable, but appears inevitable, while the addition of new hard courts and multi-purpose 
courts should make the centre relevant for a new generation of users. 

The need to lengthen the tennis com1s within the park to achieve standard club-grade court 
dimensions appears to make it inevitable that the current tennis shelters will need to be removed. The 
original shelters were built about 1924, soon after the constrnction of the old tennis pavilion. The 
ctment shelters were built about the time the first part of the current tennis pavilion was constructed 
around 1980. Tennis shelters have therefore been a highly visible pai1 of the Robertson Park 
landscape for nearly 100 years, and many people cite the shelters as landmarks when talking about the 
park. However, due to their reconstrnction 40 years ago, it is the form of the tennis shelters, rather 
than the actual fabr ic of the tennis shelters themselves, that is a significant historic element of the 
Robertson Park landscape. 
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Proposed alternative layout showing a direct enhy off the extended ca,park, and a court layout that 
allows the maximum maintenance of the existing fences, with 5 of the original tennis shelters to be 
rebuilt (see beloH~. 

The proposed lengthening of the tennis courts will require a new layout for much of the east-west 
fences, a great deal of which is in poor condition. Titis new layout makes possible the retention of 
adequate room to at the end of the new courts to reinstate reproductions of five of the original double­
faced timber tennis shelters. Their original design was ve1y simple, so their cost should be modest. 

The original timber tennis pavilion and shelters of Robertson Park; 1930s. 
Community Garden 

Most people appear to support the idea of a community garden in Robertson Park. However, the 
FORP are not aware of any person or group yet that may be willing and capable of administering such 
a faci li ty. We recognise that setting up a community garden is a complex process and we hope an 
energised and dedicated group form should the community garden become part. of the Park's 
future. The FORP are also well aware of the history of other community gardens that have struggled 
to sustain themselves, and have fallen into an ugly disrepair. 
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Two small community garden plots have already been established in Robertson Park for many years 
along the southern verge of the former Cowie St (to the group 's knowledge, only infonnally). One of 
these lots has been reasonable well maintained, but the other has been nothing but wild pumpkins and 
weeds for the last two years, abandoned by both the park gardeners and the original establisher of the 
market garden. 
Community gardens also require sheds, water tanks and bulk compost facilities that can be untidy, 
particularly if they are allowed to evolve haphazardly, rather than being integrally designed into the 
landscape. Any community garden establi hed along Randell St needs to be properly designed, run 
and regulated to ensure it remains a positive contribution to the Robertson Park landscape rather than 
a negative one. 
The FORP suggest the areas set aside for a future community garden be kept as a grassed area 
pending its possible establishment. 
The above-suggested park layout shows the location of the possible community garden further east on 
Randell St than in the draft plan. The location is suggested, in part, so that a more open aspect can be 
maintained from those houses on Randell St that have city skyline glimpses, and also in part to make 
the landscape experience along the park's walkway more interesting. 

The Sports Centre 

The introduction of three multi-sports courts to Robertson Park is quite a significant shift in the use of 
the park. It will increase the park' s attractions, particularly in the evening, which is likely to make the 
area safer and more engaged with the broader community, which the FORP are also very keen to 
achieve. However, there are several planning matters that will need careful consideration to achieve 
inviting and safe community access to the ports centre, to avoid nuisance to nearby houses, and to 
allow for the proper shift from a sin° le tenant to multiple tenants at the sports centre. 

Sports Centre Entrance 

The existing entrance to the sports centre. The arcade inji"ont of the former sports shop which 
would become the new enh·ance to the sports centre 
(but without the link-mesh f ence in ji'ont). 

The City is proposing to improve the entrance to the tennis courts. This is highly suppo1t ed by FORP 
as the current entrance to the sports centre is down a 1.6m-wide fenced entrance walkway, which is 
more reminiscent of a cattle race than of the entrance to an inviting community sp01ts facility. This 
access is threatening and unacceptably ugly for the existing tennis users, and will be even more 
unacceptable when the spo1ts centre' s facilities are used for more diverse community groups, 
especially women's netball in the evenings . 

The FORP would like to put forward a relatively simple and effective solution to this problem. If the 
planned number of tennis comt s is reduced from the 23 courts as currently shown on the draft 
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Development Plan, to 22 (19 tennis-only courts and 3 multi-use courts) it will be possible to open a 
direct enu-ance to the sports centre 's buildings and courts. 
This would have the major benefit of: 

• Allowing about 1 O more car-bays to be located immediately adjacent to the closer and more 
open entry. 

• llllproving tl1e legibility of finding the sp01ts centJ.·e, which will become more important as the 
diversity of groups using it ( and potentially a cafe/restaurant) increases; 

• Opening part of the quite attractive frontage of the building to the park. 

The Sport Centre Buildings 

The former tennis club buildings are highly under-utilised as the result of the departure of the Seniors ' 
Tennis Club and the loss of its liquor licence. They offer about 620 square meters of building area, 
and represent about $2.1 million in community investment. They include three internal areas that are 
capable of being leased out together or individually, as they have no internal connections. They are 
the: 

• Tournament control room and office; 
• Kitchen, bar and function room; 
• Former tennis hire and spo1ts-equipment shop. 

Restaurant/Cafe 

The Friends of Robertson Park have long believed that the community would like these buildings to 
be used, in pa1t at least, for activities more inviting to non-spo1ting people including uses that would 
allow the enjoyment of meals accompanied by alcohol service_ 
The current kitchen bar and function room are designed to fulfill this purpose so it would be a 
relatively simple matter to lease them accordingly. The suggested more-inviting spo1ts-centre 
entrance will also reinforce the opportunity for a more viable operation. 

Sports Therapy/Meeting Room 

The tournament control room and office appear to be used only when the occasional Tennis West 
sanctioned tournament is held at the sports centre_ Various community groups that are based in the 
area currently u e meeting rooms located some distance from the park. If the tournament office were 
to be refurbished with movable furniture , this space could be hired out to other users at non­
tournament times_ Potential users would include community groups such as the Friends of Robe1tson 
Park, and the orth Perth Dynamites etball Club. Private suppliers of health services such as 
personal trainer and physiotherapists may also be interested in hiring the space 

Court Hire and Sports Shop 

If separate operators are chosen to run tl1e tennis courts and the restaurant/cafe, the return of tl1e sports 
shop to its original home in tl1e smaller of the two buildings would allow tile full freeing up of the 
catering facilities. The fonner shop and court hire counter are ideally located at what will hopefully 
become the front entrance to tile spo1ts centre, which was specially design for such a role, and which 
would increase surveillance and legibility to tl1e entrance area. 

The Multi-use Courts 

The City of Vincent is proposing facilities for basing a local netball team within the town, altl10ugh 
not the creation of a regional netball competition centre as such. While the new facilities are 
welcomed, tl1e FORP believe that tl1e City should be make it explicit as to what tile facility can be 
used for. 

Noise Spill 

Tennis generally has 2 to 4 people per court, so at fu ll capacity tile 18 currently-lit courts would 
generate about 70 users at a maximum. 
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Netball generally has 7 players and 3 substitutes per side. Volley ball has 6 players and 6 substitutes a 
side. Basketball has 5 players and up to 10 substitutes per side, depending on the grade of sport. So 
generally, each comi will generate about 20 players plus a number of coaches, umpires and observers. 
So about 70 additional people would not be uncommon if aU three comis are used simultaneously for 
games. Netball, basketball and volleyball are all team sports that require a continuous communication 
within the team of players; they also tend to have many more onlookers than tennis matches. NetbaU, 
volleyball and basketball will also introduce more impact sounds from the larger ball bom1cing and 
hitting backboard . oise is therefore likely to increase ubstantially especially for the nearby homes 
on Palmerston St that back onto the park. 

The city needs to introduce controls to manage any such negative outcome. The FORP believe a 
9:00pm finish to active sport would be an appropriate requirement. 

Light Spill 

One of the most problematic areas of intensive sports facilities can be the overspill of light into 
su1Tounding residential areas while ports are operating in the evening. 
The Australian Standards for outdoor tennis comt lighting, AS2560.2. l , specifies 250 lux average as 
the minimum level of lighting required to ensure a game of tennis can be played afely and 
comfortably . The existing comt s are believed to have light levels far below this stipulated intensity. 
The Australian standard fo r club netball is 100 lux avera 0 e for training, and 200 lux average for 
games. Basketball and volley ball appear to also have a game requirement of 200 lux. 
While achieving training and gan1es requirements will be essential for the upgrade of the sports 
centre, control of lighting in excess of these grades should be strictly regulated. The FORP would like 
to suggest that it is incumbent upon the operators that tl1e lighting: 

• Have the highest quality directional controls; 
• Only deliver lighting levels to club or training grades; 
• Be turned on only in those courts actually in use at the time: 
• Be turned off at the latest by 9:00pm . 

• 
The Park's Other Buildings 

The historic buildings within the park are important community assets and contribute to the park's 
distinctive design. 

Halvorsen HalliRobertson Park Artists' Studio 

Halvorsen Hall is the former headquarters of the City of Perth Band and is included within the State 
heritage listing for the park. The group of artists leasing Halvorsen Hall have been working there for 
almost 20 years. During that ti.me, in addition to carrying out their own art practice, they have had at 
least 3 public exhibitions on the premises, and held many art classes. However, unfortunately, due t.o 
both the building 's original form and how it is operated, what happens within the building is virtually 
invisible to the other park users . 
Most park users seem to think that it is great having an art studio in the park, but wish it could 
contribute more to the park's life. The FORP would like the development plan to earmark heritage­
sensitive future renovations to the building to make it more transparent, so that the occupants can see 
out to the park, and the park users can see in to the artists. 

Lee Hop 's Cottage/Jigsaw Office 

Lee Hop 's Cottage is the former home of one of the original "Chinese gardeners" who farmed the 
drained Lake Henderson lake bed to grow vegetables . It was later the home of the park's caretaker. It 
is included within the State heritage listing for the park. 

The current occasional use by the Jigsaw organ.isation does not contribute much activity to the park, 
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so if the building becomes vacant in the future , the FORP would like the City to earmark the building 
for a tenant that may be more interactive with the park. 

Proposed Public Toilets 

The draft Development Plan proposes that the City build a new set of freestanding toilets in the park's 
picnic area. 

While having access to public toi lets for park users is desirable, if they are not properly maintained 
and administered, nobody will use them apart from those who want to abuse their provision. The 
fonner public toilets on the outside of Halvorsen Hall ( currently locked and leased as part of the 
Robertson Park A1t Studio) were so dark, malodourous and poorly maintained by the City of Perth, 
that it was offensive to go anywhere near them, let alone go inside and actually use them. If toilets are 
constructed, the FORP would expect their maintenance and supervision to be taken ve1y seriously by 
the City. 

The proposed location of the planned toilet block has been questioned by many park users. It appears 
that best practice for the location of such facilities is to place them on the edge of parks where there is 
maximum activity and surveillance. In this case a location on the edge of Fitzgerald St, away from 
the picnic and playground area may be preferable. 

Another solution for delivering toilet access to park users is to allow them to use the public toilets that 
have already been built by the City in the sp01t s centre. Upon delive1y of the Development Plan these 
toilets will serve the restaurant/cafe, the netball/multi-sports comts, and the tennis-court hire business . 
The high level of activity that will take place around these buildings, and the regular turnover of 
users, is likely to discourage unsocial behaviour, and it will be much cheaper for the City to maintain 
one set of toilets rather than two. It is noted that the City has recently demolished the toilets in Beatty 
Park, and now allows park users to use the toilets in the Beatty Park Leisure Centre. 

The Park's Furnishings 

Park Fences 

Link-mesh fencing v..-as commonly used around the park until about 2010, when a new pool-style 
black-aluminium fence type began to be instaUed around the park. This fence type appears simple, 
practical, durable and economical, and would therefore seem to be the best material for any new low 
fencing. Of the three heights of pool-style fencing currently installed in the park, the mid-height 
version would probably be the most desirable for use for all the proposed new fence locations. The 
replacement. of the short section of low-height. fence located around the double central avenue, witl1 
mid-height fence would have tl1e benefits of unifying fenc ing, and assist in keeping clogs within their 
enclosure. Black link-mesh fenc ing should continue to be used around the newly modified te1mis and 
multi -use courts. 

Lee Hop 's Cottage cmTently has a tall fence around a large area to its rear. While the fence provides 
some protection to the cottage, it sterilizes the enclosed area, and does not fit the park' s existing or 
proposed design. It therefore appears that it should be removed and protection of the cotta 0 e gained 
by a closer fence of the pool-style type. 

The fence along the wetland edge of the central dual avenue was built as a temporary structure out of 
star pickets and rural fence wire . However, it has been retained as it has afforded ome protection to 
the native planting around the wetland, and has discouraged people and dogs from taking short cuts 
across the wetland area. Since the tempora1y fence is u0 ly and out of keeping with the park, it should 
be replaced with a new one that matches the pool-style fencing in the area. 

97 



ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING  14 SEPTEMBER 2021 

Item 9.5- Attachment 2 Page 123 

 
  

Mid-path chicanes 
The double-hoop chicanes on all the paths into the park appear to have been succe sful in helping tokeep 
bicyclists and other mobility-device users to a reasonable speed; they also look far more attractive that the 
much-ignored fonner traffic-styled signs. The FORP support the continued use ofthe chicanes as the plimary 
way of keeping speeds moderate. 

Park lighting 
The recent upgrade to LED lighting within the park has significantly improved visibility at night within the 
path areas, and has reduced overspill of light into the trees, thereby minimising the disturbance of the park's 
wildlife. The FORP hope that similar lighting will be provided for the newpath areas. 

Bins 
The City has recently removed all the traditional park bins and replaced them with wheeled plastic bins. This 
doubtless makes sense in increasing their capacity and in allowing for their efficient emptying, however the 
abandonment of their maintenance with re 0 ard to graffiti has turned them intoan ugly intrusion within the 
park, and has set a precedent for the City tolerating graffiti on other partsofthe park' s infrastructure. The 
FORP would like all graffiti in the park controlled. There is also a need for at least one fmther bin near the 
Fitzgerald St bus stop, where refuse is jettisoned ahnost daily. 

Seating 
The current park' s benches look attractive, provide rest and encourage people to stop and dwell in thepark. 
The City recently removed the only bench in the children's playground area. The FORP hope that this bench 
will be restored and that new benches will be provided as part of the Development Plan. 

Artwo1·ks and Interpretation Graphics 
The park 's rich and interesting past offers a multitude of opportlmities for artwork and interpretationalgraphics 
to be put within its bounds to celebrate and interpret its history. 

The recent removal of the Wetlands Heritage Sculpture appears to have occurred as a result of its 
physical deterioration. The 
FORPhope that it is currently 
being restored to make it more 

Robertson Park 's Wetlands Heritage Sculpture in 2005. 

~laintenance of the Park 

durable,and that it ·will soon 
return to the park. 
The interpretational signage that 
previously existed in the park 
was much appreciated by the 
park' s many visitors. 
Unfortunately, it suffered from 
small historical inaccuracies, 
physical deteriorationand the 
addition of graffiti. The FORP 
hope new interpretative material 
will be a major pa11 of thenew 
redevelopment. 

Robe11son Park probably looks better at the moment than it has ever looked over its 100 years of 
history. Its landscapes are becoming delightfully mature, the lawns are well maintained, and its 
consistent tending has aUowed most of the garden beds and wetland area to become weed-free 
and well planted. There are however some maintenance issues that unnecessarily blight the park. 
They include: 
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Replanting 
The 2003 Redevelopment Plan nominated a broad range of indigenous plants for use in various parts of the 
park, most of which have thrived. Where plants have been Jost, the city has annually done somereplanting, 
and in most cases, this has maintained the intent of the mix. However, many garden beds are struggling due to 
plants reaching the end of their life excessive wear and tear, and not getting enough sun as the result of the 
greater shade in the park. The FORP would like these beds to be rethought, and restored to their role as 
features of the park. 

Graffiti 
Non-removal of graffiti seems to breed even more graffiti. It is apparent that, at the moment, no attempt to get 
rid of graffiti takes in the park place unless individual incidences of it are reported byprivate citizens to the 
City. Identifyin° and organising the removal of graffiti should be a key responsibili ty of the park maintenance 
staff, assisted by the ranger staff. 

Repairs 
Most repairs to the park appear to be regularly completed by the city. However, some items have beenleft in a 
state of major disrepair for many years, such as the leaning and rusting bollards still on the Fitzgerald St 
frontage, and the twisted steel fence still on the Palmerston St frontage. Identifying and organising repairs of 
such matters should be undertaken without a community member needing to complain. 

Signage 
One of the joys of being in a park is to be surrounded by things of beauty. Unfortunately, unregulatedand ad­
hoc signage in the park has at times significantly impinged on this beauty. The FORP support the recent 
removal of the inappropriately large and unnecessary traffic signs erected along the paths, and also the 
regulation of the park' s commercial tenants, paiticularly the signage erected to promote tl1e tennis centre's 
commercial sponsors. The FORP suggest that all signage be kept to a minimum, and coordinated in form. 

\Vet.land shared maintenance 
For nearly 20 years the Claise Brook Catchment Group (CBCG) and the City have shared responsibility for 
the maintenance of the wetlands section of Robertson Park. The city has done all thespraying of couch grass 
and managed fallen trees, while the group members have completed all the planting, hand weeding and 
environmental monitoring. This model has been incredibly successful, and FORP welcome the group 's 
continued relationship witl1 the park, and hope that it will be in a position to take a significant role in the 
developing the proposed habitat restoration areas on the northern edge of the park. 

The Continued Evolution of the Park 
Robertson Park was e tablished in 1913 when William Bold suggested to the Perth City Councillors that they 
approve fue pmchase, for £9,500, of several acres of market gardens within the lake bed of the fom1er Lake 
Henderson to create a then-umrnmed park on the comer of Randell ai1d Fitzgerald St.Since that time it has 
grow11 and slnunk incrementally in response to a multitude of events and circumstances, while constantly 
evolving in its uses to adapt to the changing needs of the community it serves. 

This proposed refurbishment oftl1e park begins anotl1er episode in its long hist01y of continuous evolution. 
This episode promises the return of women' s spmt to the park and a loop walk, bofu of which will make the 
park' s amenity more relevant to the local community. It renaming as Boojoormelup/Robertson Park and its 
connection to the Wetlands Heritage Trail also promises to revitalise its cultural i.mportai1ce wifuin the City. 
All of these changes are likely to be looked backupon as significant and historic shifts in the constant 
evolution of the site . 
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Response to Written Submission 1 

Community Comments - Submission is below Admin istrations Comments 

Introduction Noted. 

Noted. 
Objectives of the Park's Deve lopment Plan 

The plan and revised plan aligns with the suggested Design Principles. 
Design Principles for the Park 

Naming of th e Park The consultat ion shows that the com mun ity Is in su pport of the City 
investigati ng t he opportu nity for dua l naming at th e pa rk . This w ill 
form part of the City's Recreation Ac t ion Plan (RAP) implementation. 

The Wet land Heritage Tra il In rega rds to the con nect ion of Dorr ien Gardens to Robertson Park 
through the City of Vincent's Fitzgera ld St Carpark - This element is 

out of scope of the Development Plan. A rev iew of the City wide 
Wet land Heri tage Tra il is to be included as a fu t ure City project. The 
con nect ion ca n be add ressed during this project. 

Access to t he Park Fitzge rald Street is accessible via a laneway between Nos. 209 &217 
Fitzge rald Street . There is currently a pedestr ian crossover al igned 
with the laneway which ca n facili tate accessibility, however furt her 
opportunities to improve and strengthen th is co nnection wi ll be 
investigated outside of the Deve lopment Pla n. The laneway also 
delineates a pedestrian zone through a li ne painted on t he ground 
(sim ilar t o a cycle lane ), however, given t he narrow widt h of t he lane 
and limited sight li nes, painting the existing pedestrian strip is 
addressed In the revised plan wi th clearer deli nea tion of th e space. 
Additiona l signage wil l be int roduced to Robertson Park and t he car 
pa rk to assist with way-finding between the two points. 

The He ritage of t he Park The comments regarding Aborigin al Heritage is noted and included in 
the plan. Further consultation with th e Traditional Land Owne rs will 
occur at each phase of t he project. 

Europea n & Asian Heri tage - The 2003 plan was considered t hrough 
the preparat ion of th is plan. The City has worked w ith State heritage 
and the Library's Loca l History Centre. The historical use of the pa rk is 
for recreation and th is has been ma inta in ed in t he plan. The heritage 
build ings and spaces are being maintained. 

Exte nsion of the eco-zonlng around the nort hern and western sides of the park. Eco-zoning has been included in t he rev ised plan, with the 
introduction of a rain garden to capture stormwater ru noff, treat 
water pollutants and allow in filt ration back in to t he ground. 
Additiona lly, in the revised plan the northern tennis courts have been 
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moved further north to allow for a thoroughfa re between tennis 
courts and allow for landscaping to capture the water runoff. 
The City wi ll consul t with community key stakeholders and Tradit ional 
La nd Owners over the fina l detai led design. 

Path Layout In the rev ised plan the City has im proved the footpath co nnections to 
allow for enhanced movement around the park. 

Dog Exe rci se Enclosure In the revised plan the Ci ty has removed the enclosed dog exe rcise 
area and extended the fence li ne. A low retaining wall have been 
included as a mu ltipu rpose seat and low fence. 

The Ten nis Cou rts It is understand the shade huts are a big part of the histo ry at 
Ro bertson Park. In the revised plan t he City wi ll look to inc lude a 
shade shelter at t he entrance of the tennis centre. New shade has 
bee n added to the rev ised plan and where feas ible the new shade 
structures will In terpret and reflect the origina l design. 

Community Garden It is recommended to retain a communi ty garden in the plan, until 

such t ime a community group is formed. The City will assess the 
proposa l and need for a Commu ni ty Ga rd en at that time. 

Sports Centre Entrance Improvements to the entrance of the facility has bee n included in the 
revised plan. 

The Sport Centre Buildings Restaurant/Cafe, Sports Therapy/Meet ing Room, Court Hire and 
Sports Shop comments are noted and will be considered when 
seeking long term tena ncy of the fac il ity. 

Restaurant/Cafe, Sports Therapy/Meeting Room & Court Hire and Sports Shop Noted. The comments su rrou nding the operation of the tennis centre 
is out of scope, however, will be taken into consideration when 
seeking a long term tenant for the site. 

Mu lt i-use Courts The mu lt i sports court s will be available fo r train ing and informal 
games. The courts wi ll still be eligible for te nnis. 

Noise Spi ll Rules and guidelines will be introduced as recommended by the City's 

Environmental Hea lth Team. 

Light Sp ill All new light LED have good contro l sp illage and directiona l guards. 
For ten nis to cont inue on the mu lt i sport s courts, the lu x leve ls w ill 
requ ired to be 250, which is suitable fo r social play. The rema ining 
courts will be at the sta ndard of club competit ion leve l of 350 LUX. 

Halvorsen Hal l/Robertson Park Art ist s' Studio Halvorsen Hal l is outside the project scope. The upgrade can be 
considered separate to the development plan in line with the lease 
considerations. 
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l ee Hop's Cottage/Jigsaw Office Noted fo r consideration when the building becomes vacant. 

Proposed Public Toilets The toilet has been re located in the revised plan 

Park Fences Noted fo r considera tion at detai led design phase. 
The fenced area of Lee Hops Cottage is included in the tenants leased 
area. This ca n be considered when the premises becomes vacant. 

M id-path chica nes Noted. 

Park lighting Noted and in the revised pla n. 

Bins Co ncerns have been refe rred to t he Safer Vincent and Wa ste team . 

Seat ing Sea ting is included in t he plan 

Artworks and Interpretation Graphics It is recommended that Public Art upgrades also be used as 
interpretative slgnage for the Wetlands Heritage Trai l Upgrade. 
Artwork designs w ill refe rence the native flora and fauna of the 
wet lands, the shape and contours of the wetlands, and t he Noongar 
stori es and cultural sign ifica nce associated with t he we tlands. 

Replan ting Referred to our Pa rks tea m to consider outside the Development 
Pla n. 

Graffiti Referred to the Safe r Vincent team. 

Repairs Referred to our Pa rks tea m to con sider outside the Development 
Pla n. 

Signage Signage poll ut ion has bee n an issue across the City and currently 
being invest igated separa tely. 

Wetland shared maintenance Noted and consultation w il l occur at detailed design for the new 
pub lic open space area. 

The Co ntinued Evolut ion of the Park Noted. 
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Written Submission 2 

In general, I support the submission made by the Friends of Robertson Park (FORP) . They are to becommended for 

the thoroughness, clarity of thought, and leve l of deta il. 

I do, however, have some other areas of concern. 

Number of Tennis Courts 

I believe that the city shou ld be seriously looking at reducing t he number of tennis courts to be low20 - possibly even 

down to 10 plu s 3 multi-use courts. 

When the proposa l for the state tennis centre was made it provided for 20 courts, 16 outdoor and 4indoor. It can be 

assumed that the bul k of the use of that centre wou ld have been for elite users. 

The report to counci l at t hat time also ind icated that Vincent and the inner city in genera l wereextremely well off in 

terms of members to court to ratios, and residents to court to ratios. 

Vincent already has three tenn is clubs, it does not need another. Add ing another pseudo-dub w illjust cannibalise 

membership of existing clu bs. 

So rather than having anot her facil ity at the scale and forma lity of those clu bs, the City shou ld consider a more 

scaled down concept, more in keeping with a more informa l faci lity, where tennis isjust one activity. As a child, 

individu al tennis courts for hire were common phenomenon. I had one as a neighbour and one over t he road . They 

were priva te ly owned and people just booked them when they needed them rather than belonging to a club. 

The FORP submission suggested that the existing bui ld ing cou ld house a restaurant/ca fe. So one option is fo r a cafe, 
with the tennis courts and multipurpose courts being almost an anci llary use.The cafe could manage bookings. 

Reducing the number of courts and having them at the Fitzgerld Street end of the pa rk wou ld provide more space 

within the park for other act ive and pass ive uses in the qu ieter centre of the park. Uses as a small skate park or a 

more adventurous (nature based) playground t hat made use ofthe fantastic trees in t he park cou ld be contemplated . 

I suggested putting the courts at the Fitzgera ld Street end as they would not suffer being aga inst a main roa d 

whereas more passive usesor uses involving child ren are better located within t he pa rk itse lf. 

The argument fo r having a 20 court minimum is purely based on providing a potentia l manager withthe required 

income. Whi le the current courts are heavily used at ce rta in t imes, they are unused a lot of the time. It see ms like 
the communi ty is providing a lot of valuable space that might on ly get used on t he weekends or summer evenings. If 

the use of the courts was an anci llary use to a cafe there may not be such a great need for as many courts. 

I rea lise that this is proba bly a step too far for some. 

I also object to the lead ing quest ion in the survey about court numbers (Question 6). It simply asks for op inions 

about the move to 20 courts. If I support having less than 20 cou rts what am I supposed to answer? If I say I oppose 

going to 20 (because it is too high) then you will assu me I'm aga inst having a reduction; if I su pport going to 20 

(beca use it is a move in the right direction) you will assume I support 20. I rea lise that I can, and have, put in a 

supporting document but the analysis of the answers to that question are open to interpretation and may provide a 

distorted answer. The question should have been "what number of courts wou ld you support". 
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Use as a Water Retention Basin Sump 

Randell Street is prone to flooding when there is heavy rain. There was a proposal .some years agoto put a water 

retention basin in the north-east corner of the park. It was a bad idea as the basin would have needed to be deep, 

and wou ld rendered a portion of the park virtually unusable. 

Now that there is a proposal to redevelop the northern section of the park, adjacent to RandellStreet, the concept of 

a retention basin shou ld be revis ited. 

Such large-sca le basins are relatively common although most peop le don't rea lise. Because they have a large surface 

area, t hey do not have to be deep. In most cases peop le are not aware thattheir park is a retention basin that might 

get flooded once every few years. This is because to all intents and purposes they look like a normal park, and 

because the flooding takes place at timeswhen they don't use the park because of the heavy rain. 

The City should look at dropping the level of sections of the park adjacent to Randell Street. I wou ld envisage it 

wou ld on ly need to be in the order of 300 mm bu t this would depend of the surface area and wou ld need proper 

hydrau lic analysis. It cou ld coi ncide with the grassed areas on the north sid e so people are not even aware of it. 

Such a move wou ld give comfort to the residents of Randell Street and wou ld be a smart move giventhe predictions 

that we will experience increased instances of short duration storms in the future. 

Move the Dog Area 

The cu rrent dog area is quite large and is in the only real unobstructed open space in the park. Thearea in the north 

east corner of the pa rk is of simil ar size but has some trees in the middle. Dogs don't particularly worry about trees 

when they run around so it wou ld be just as su itable as a dog exercise area. The north-east corner is also away from 

busy Fitzgerld Street and is not adjacent to the main bike path through t he park. 

Moving the dog exercise area to the north-east corner would provide a new open space where people ca n play ball 

sports, or kids cou ld fly a kite. Perhaps it cou ld become an occasional softballfie ld w ith equipment hired from the 

cafe. 

Other facilities 

As I suggested, the existing dog exercise area cou ld be an informal softball pitch. A facility for socialvo lleyball, on the 

grass, would be good as we ll. Using a multi-use court is not acceptab le. A volleybal l court could go in the area near 

Halvo rsen Hall rather than in the existing dog area. 

A small skate pa rk may also be welcome - depends on the age profile. 

Toilet 

I strongly support having public to ilets in the park but I do not support spending money on putting ina new toilet 

faci lity. There are already toilets in the existing facility and the money that was to be spent on the new toi let cou ld 

be better spent on making the existing toi lets more accessible. 

By includ ing them in the existing facility it wil l ensure that they are more closely supervised and keptclean. My 

experience w ith Exceloo (?) facilities is poor to disgusting. The toi let that the City insta lled in Banks Reserve is a 

classic example of w hat not to do. For anybody to think that a toilet without a seat is acceptable is mind boggling. 

Public toi lets don't have to have 24/7 access. Having them open at the same times as thecafe/sports centre is 

acceptab le. 
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Response to Written Submission 2 

Community Comments - Submission is below Administrations Comments 

Introd uction & support of FORP Proposa l Noted. 

Number of tennis cou rt s The City has worked close ly w ith Tenn is West to ensure there is an 
appropriate level of tennis provision within the Perth Metropolitan 
area and City of Vincent, whilst ensur ing the faci li ty is sustainable. 
Informa l usage ca n still be play at Robertson Pa rk and this is w hy 
many player enjoy playing there. The multi sports courts will still be 
ava ilable for tennis. In t he revised plan t he number of Tennis Cou rts 
have reduced to 18 and th is is the minimal requirement and 4 multi 
sports cou rt, in which wil l be ava ilable for Tenn is. 

The comments are noted rega rding question 6 of t he survey, it is 
understood that this cou ld be misinterp reted. This point has been 
considered when reviewing the consultation. Many submitters 
provided commentary around the number of courts In the survey 
whe n asked "Do you have any comments about the proposed 
cha nges to the Tennis Centre? Is t here anything that we've missed, 
or t hat you wou ld like to propose?". 

Use as a Water Re tention Basin Sump The City is aware of the fl ooding on Randell Street. Due to the 
existing drainage Issue and additiona l hard courts surfaces the 
revised plan proposes a rain garden to capture stormwater runoff, 
treat water pollutants and allow infiltration back into the ground. 
Addit iona lly in the revised pla n the northern tennis courts are 
proposed further north to allow for a t horoughfare between tenn is 
cou rts and allow for landscaping to capture the ru noff. 

Move the dog area The dog exerc ise area was fu rther investigated by Administration 
fo llowing community feedback, including the fenced area moving to 
another location in the park. In t he revised pla n the City proposes to 
extend t he fence line and put in a low retaining wall that se rves as a 
small fe nce and seat. This will help improve the safety of both park 
users and dogs. 

Other facilities Volleyball can be played on a hard court surface. The revised plan 
does not propose enclosing the dog exerc ise area allowing for 
info rma l sports to cont inu e. A ska te park was investigated and 
Robertson Park is not a suitable locat ion. 

To ilet The public toile t has been reloca ted in t he revised plan. The new 
location is in a more visible area reducing opportunities for anti-
social behaviour. It is not feasib le to have public toilets in the Tennis 
Centre, as t his Is a leased area. 
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