ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA
9.14

14 DECEMBER 2021

RESULTS OF CONSULTATION - POTENTIAL LAND SALE, 26 BRENTHAM STREET,
LEEDERVILLE

Attachments:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

26 Brentham Street - Location and Current State of Land
26 Brentham Street - Land and Surrounding Public Open Space
Summary of Community Consultation - Detail
Summary of Community Consultation - Graphs
Concerns Raised and Administration Response

RECOMMENDATION:
That Council NOTES:
1.

the public submissions received in response to the community consultation on the potential
sale of lot 37 (No. 26) Brentham Street, Leederville, as at Attachment 3;

2.

that Administration will investigate the interest of adjoining landholders Sisters of Mercy,
Aranmore Catholic Primary School, and Rosewood Care Group Inc in acquiring the land for
the purposes of education and/or age care;

3.

that Administration will present a further report to Council by March 2022 following liaison
with Sisters of Mercy, Aranmore Catholic Primary School, and Rosewood Care Group Inc;

4.

Administration will provide advice to Council in the March 2022 report on the landscaping
approach for Brentham Reserve including the potential to re-locate the current play
equipment or build new play equipment in close proximity to the school; and

5.

any decision to sell all or part of this lot would require further public consultation including
for a potential re-zoning.

PURPOSE OF REPORT:
To consider the community comments on the potential sale of the residential lot portion and rear pocket park
portion, together comprising 26 Brentham Street, Leederville (Land). A report regarding the decision of a
land sale, and timing or method of the potential sale, will be presented to Council at a later date.
BACKGROUND:
The Institute of Sisters of Mercy of Australia and Papua New Guinea (Sisters of Mercy), own under the name
of McAuley Property Limited (MPL), the land comprising Aranmore Catholic Primary School (School). The
School is located adjacent to the Land on the southern side.
Rosewood Care Group Inc own the land comprising Rosewood Aged Care Leederville (Rosewood), a
residential aged care facility providing accommodation for approximately 120 residents. Rosewood is located
adjacent to the Land on the eastern side.
At its December 2018 Meeting (Item 11.5), Council agreed in principle to the exchange of a portion of
Lot 100 (No. 20) Brentham Street, Leederville, and Lot 37 Brentham Street, Leederville, (both formerly
owned by MPL) for an equal portion of Brentham Street Reserve (portion formally City-owned), subject to the
requirements of section 3.58(3) of the Local Government Act 1995. The land exchange was proposed to
formalise the agreement of the ownership of the land to reflect its actual use, and to reduce the liability and
maintenance risks for the City, the School and MPL. The City provided local public notice of the land
exchange and initiated a scheme amendment to facilitate the future use of the land. Council requested a
report following the public notice period, to present the submissions received in response to the public notice,
and to determine whether the City enters into a contract with McAuley Property Limited for the exchange of
the land.
At its May 2019 Meeting (Item 11.3), Council approved the City and McAuley Property Limited entering into a
contract to exchange a portion of Lot 100 (No. 20) Brentham Street, Leederville, and Lot 37 Brentham Street,
Leederville, for an equal portion of Lot 75 Brentham Street, Leederville (Brentham Street Reserve).
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At its April 2020 Meeting (Item 12.3), Council requested the Chief Executive Officer consult with the
community, including on-site signage, regarding the potential sale of Lot 37 on Plan 2554 (No 26) Brentham
Street, Leederville (residential lot portion of the Land), and portion of Lot 75 on Plan 10804, Brentham Street
Reserve, Brentham Street, Leederville, adjacent to 26 Brentham Street (rear pocket park portion of the
Land).
At the same Meeting, Council noted that any submissions received as a result of the community consultation
will be presented to Council for consideration, and determination of the timing and method of any sale, which
will be in accordance with sections 3.58 or 3.59 of the Local Government Act 1995, as appropriate. Council
also noted that a scheme amendment will be prioritised and undertaken for the portion of Lot 75 prior to sale
and that the proceeds of the land sale will be held in reserve, to be determined by Council when the 2020/21
budget is adopted.
As a result of the land exchange, the City acquired 1784m2 of land comprising a vacant residential lot with
an area of 539m2 and is zoned Residential R60. The land to the rear of this residential lot forms a 1245m2
pocket park which is zoned Public Open Space – Restricted. The residential lot and the rear pocket park
section together make up the Land on one lot, as demonstrated in Attachment 1. The Land is Lot 37 on
Plan 2554 (No. 26) Brentham Street, Leederville.
DETAILS:
The Land is situated in an area where there is significant public open space, as shown in Attachment 2.
Given the proximity of this land to Brentham Street Reserve (28,900m2) and Britannia Reserve (157,700m2),
it is deemed surplus to the City’s Public Open Space (POS) requirements in this area. Sale of this land would
allow for improvement of existing parks and open spaces, or acquisition of land for public open space where
shortfalls have been identified in the City’s Public Open Space Strategy.
Any proceeds of a sale would be held in the Public Open Space reserve to create or enhance POS within the
City.
The residential lot portion of the Land is currently unused. It is not currently maintained as public open space
or as an extension of the pocket park.
The rear pocket park portion of the Land comprises play equipment and mature trees. It is utilised by school
children as an outdoor play space before, during, and after school hours. There is no formal agreement in
place which grants the School exclusive use of the play equipment or the City’s land.
CONSULTATION/ADVERTISING:
The consultation on the potential sale of 26 Brentham Street was delivered as an action requested by
Council and was not a legislative requirement. The purpose of the consultation was to gather community
feedback on the potential sale of the Land, prior to any decision being made.
The consultation was open between 17 August 2021 and 8 October 2021. The community was notified of the
consultation via the following means:
•
•
•
•
•
•

signs on the property.
postcards sent to residences within 400m;
letters sent to ratepayers within 400m;
notice on the City’s website;
social media; and
an online survey.

The consultation asked, “do you support the proposed sale of 26 Brentham Street?” and asked respondents
for any comments or thoughts about the proposal. The consultation question was intentionally simplistic as to
align with Council’s requested action to consult with the community regarding a potential sale of the land.
The project page had a total of 258 visits during the consultation period. There were 73 Imagine Vincent
survey responses, and a further 14 responses were submitted to Administration directly by email. A total of
87 submissions we received with 82 (94 percent) responses against the potential sale of 26 Brentham Street.
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Response
% of total submissions

Yes
5
6%
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No
82
94%

Total submissions received
87

All email responses that did not clearly state their answer to the consultation question were followed up by
Administration to confirm their feedback. They were asked if they were willing to confirm their submission in
the form of a ‘yes’ or a ‘no’ responding to the consultation question. This step was taken to provide the public
and Council members with clear data on the consultation feedback received. All email respondents replied
and confirmed their answer to the consultation question.
All responses to the consultation are at Attachment 3. Graphs summarising the responses are at
Attachment 4. Responses have been categorised with a comment from Administration in respect to each
category of comments, at Attachment 5. The feedback was categorised into the following concerns, with the
graph below showing the number of responses that addressed each issue as the primary concern:

It is important to note that many responses addressed multiple concerns in the one comment. The numbers
above were gathered from Administration’s interpretation of the comments and the primary concern raised in
each response. For example, many responses that highlighted concerns for the School if the land sale goes
ahead, also expressed the view that the trees on the Land should be retained.
Five (6 percent) respondents were in favour of the potential land sale. Of the five, two offered no comments,
one expressed interest in selling the land to Rosewood, and two expressed interest in the funds received
from a land sale being used to create new public open space within the City of Vincent.
14 (16 percent) respondents expressed their concerns for the residents of Rosewood Care Group if the land
sale goes ahead and the green space is not retained.
54 (62 percent) respondents expressed their concerns for children in the community and the students of
Aranmore Catholic Primary School if the land sale goes ahead and the playground is not retained.
Students from Aranmore Catholic Primary School submitted a 440-page document filled with letters and
drawings expressing their concern over the potential land sale. The document included the children’s full
names and identifying personal information. After consulting with the Principal of Aranmore Catholic Primary
School, it was agreed that due to privacy concerns for the children involved, the document submission will
not be made publicly available. Due to this, the student submissions were not included in the data above
which was collated from Imagine Vincent and email responses.
The student submissions addressed the following concerns:
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•
•
•
•
•
•
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potentially losing the play equipment, which helps them make friends, stay active, and encourage their
imagination;
the noise from construction of any potential development on the land would disrupt the students during
school hours;
potential apartments on the site could increase traffic which may be dangerous;
without the playground, kids would not have fun and could misbehave;
safety of the students if apartments are looking into the School grounds;
potential apartments could block out the sunlight onto the School grounds and could be damaging to
nearby grass and plants;
students in Year 1, 2 and 3 would not have anywhere to play;
residents of a potential apartment building on the land would be unhappy with the noise generated from
the school children playing;
worries for the wider public if a local playground is removed;
if the trees are removed there could be adverse effects on the environment;
if the playground is removed, all students from Year 1 – 6 would share a play space, which could be
dangerous for the younger children;
residents of Rosewood enjoy the leafy outlook and watching the children play; and
enrolments at the School could decline due to lack of green space on School grounds.

Play equipment
The consultation submissions indicate that the public are supportive of retaining the children’s play
equipment. Due to this, should the sale of the Land eventuate, Administration proposes that either:
•
•

the play equipment be relocated to a suitable location within the Brentham Street Reserve green space;
or
part proceeds from the sale go towards the creation of a new playground on the City’s land within close
proximity to the School.

Three respondents mentioned moving the play equipment to the grassed area at the end of Wylie Place.
This location already houses play equipment; however, the two infrastructures are utilised by different ages
of children. Placing the two playgrounds together would be more convenient for families with children of
varying ages. The play equipment at 26 Brentham Street is targeted towards early primary-school aged
children, and the play equipment near Wylie Place is more commonly used by late primary-school aged
children.
The estimated cost of relocating the play equipment from 26 Brentham Street is shown below:
Removal of playground & disposal of old softfall
Reinstatement of playground elsewhere
New playground rubber softfall
Reticulation adjustment
Total

$8,000
$15,000
$25,000
$2,000
$50,000 exclusive of GST

The play equipment at 26 Brentham Street is approximately 17 years old. Administration would further
assess the infrastructure and provide advice to Council and the recommended course of action regarding the
play equipment.
Scheme amendment
Prior to any sale, it would be necessary for the City to initiate the scheme amendment process for the Land.
The street front section is zoned Residential R60 and the rear section is zoned Public Open Space –
Restricted. The scheme amendment would propose the Land in its entirety be zoned Residential R60. If the
scheme amendment was approved by Council, the City would submit the scheme amendment proposal to
the Western Australian Planning Commission (WAPC) for confirmation that it is suitable to be advertised.
Following the 42-day advertising period, Council would consider any submissions received and resolve as to
whether it proceeds with presenting the scheme amendment to the WAPC and the Minister for approval and
endorsement. The scheme amendment process is likely to take 18 months.
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LEGAL/POLICY:
The consultation on the potential sale of 26 Brentham Street was delivered as an action requested by
Council and was not a legislative requirement.
Local Government Act 1995
In accordance with Section 3.58 of the Act a local government can dispose of land in the following ways:
•
•
•

public auction;
public tender; or
directly to a third-party conditional on a public notice period and consideration of any submissions
received. Public notice must include the purchase price, name of the purchaser and valuation details.

RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS
Low: It is low risk for Council to note the public submissions received in response to the community
consultation on the potential sale of lot 37 (No. 26) Brentham Street, Leederville.
STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS:
This is in keeping with the City’s Strategic Community Plan 2018-2028:
Thriving Places
Our physical assets are efficiently and effectively managed and maintained.
Innovative and Accountable
Our resources and assets are planned and managed in an efficient and sustainable manner.
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS:
This does not contribute to any environmental sustainability outcomes.
PUBLIC HEALTH IMPLICATIONS:
This does not contribute to any public health outcomes in the City’s Public Health Plan 2020-2025.
FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS:
The Land is not leased and the City is not receiving any revenue from this asset as it stands.
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