
Swimming Clean!

Summer has arrived with a bang and the weather is perfect for taking a dip,
be it at the local leisure centre, down the beach or in the comfort of your

own backyard. However, water and fun do not always mix with drowning,
slipping and impact injuries being commonly understood risks. One of the
lesser known risks include Recreational Water Illnesses or RWIs. 

RWIs can be spread through the use of swimming pools, hot tubs,
decorative water fountains, oceans, lakes and rivers. There is a large range of
germs that can cause RWIs and they can result in a wide variety of symptoms
including gastrointestinal, skin, ear, respiratory, eye, neurologic and wound
infections. Germs causing RWIs can often be killed by chlorine, but it doesn’t
always work right away nor does it always work at all. 

The most commonly reported RWI is diarrhea. As recreational water
areas are often shared by a large number of people, a person with illness-
borne diarrhea can readily contaminate the pool with faecal matter. On
average, people are known to carry 0.14 grams of faeces on their bottoms at
any given time, which when rinsed off can contaminate recreational water.
Diarrhea is then spread when other swimmers swallow contaminated pool
water. It is therefore essential that any person who may be showing signs of
diarrheal infection stays away from public swimming areas, at least for a
couple of days after the symptoms have ceased. 

Another common RWI is that of ‘Swimmer’s Ear’ – an infection of the ear
and/or outer ear canal which can cause the ear to itch or become red and
inflamed. It is more common in children and young adults, and movement
or touching the ear can be extremely painful. 

To minimise the chance of suffering from an RWI this summer:
Swimmers and Parents
• Avoid polluted or stagnant waters (such as lakes)
• Avoid public pools and beaches when contagious with diarrhea
• Avoid swallowing water or getting it in your mouth
• Dry ears and skin sufficiently
• Rinse off with freshwater immediately before and after swimming 

(where practicable)
Pool Owners and Staff
• Test pool chemical levels daily when in use
• Maintain chlorine levels between 1.0 and 3.0ppm
• Maintain pH between 7.2 and 7.8
• Maintain filtration when pool is in use
• Regularly backwash the filter
• Maintain the pool free of organic matter (e.g. leaves, dirt etc) – this can

bind to chlorine making it useless.

If you have any queries on this or any other environmental health matter,
please contact the Health Services team on 9273 6533 or email
health.enquiry@vincent.wa.gov.au.

Library & Local 

Sunday Session
Based on the great success of our Sunday opening trial, we are

delighted to advise that the Library & Local History Centre will now be
open every Sunday (public holidays excepted). You will now be able to
access your Library every day of the week and come in when it suits you,
so why not head in and enjoy a cup of coffee while you read a magazine
in the lounge@vincent, surf the Net, do some private study (or even
research the history of your family or home in the Local History Centre),
let the kids loose in the junior library or simply drop by and peruse the
latest offerings?

O P E N I N G  T I M E S
Monday 9.00am to 6.00pm
Tuesday 9.00am to 8.00pm
Wednesday 9.00am to 6.00pm
Thursday 9.00am to 8.00pm
Friday 9.00am to 5.00pm
Saturday 9.00am to 1.00pm
Sunday 1.00pm to 5.00pm

Welcome to CCaatteerrppiillllaarr ’’ss
CCoorrnneerr & HHeeaadd  SSppaaccee!!

We are delighted to announce
the winners of our recent
competition to name the Junior and
Young Adult areas. Congratulations
to Theodore Economo who has
named our Junior Area “Caterpillar’s
Corner” and Danica Elek-Roser for
naming the Young Adult Area “Head
Space”.

A big thank you to all who
entered the competition and to
our generous sponsors who
provided some wonderful
prizes.

Be sure to head to the new
Caterpillar’s Corner and Head
Space when next you visit your
Library!

Christmas/New Year
Please check www.vincent.wa.gov.au
for the Christmas and New Year
opening hours for the
Administration & Civic Centre,
Library & Local History Centre and
Beatty Park Leisure Centre.TOWN OF VINCENT



Local History Awards
The winners of the 2008 Local History Awards were announced in

September at a presentation ceremony held in the Local History Centre.
Winning entries came from former locals who now live as far away as
Carnarvon and Donnybrook. 

All the winners:
PERSONAL MEMOIRS
1st Prize – Fred McCulloch for ‘Growing up in the Town of Vincent’
Joint 2nd Prize – June Merrett for ‘Growing up in Leederville in the
Depression and WWII’ and Wilfred Paget for ‘I thank God for cream buns’
Special Mentions: Harold Coppock for ‘Mount Hawthorn at the end of the
1950s’ and Mary Kelly for ‘The Neille-Franklin family history in the Town of
Vincent: Mt Hawthorn – North Perth – Leederville 1906-1997’

WRITTEN RESEARCH
1st Prize – Ruth Venables for ‘Pioneers of Leederville’
2nd Prize – Rod Smoker for ‘A Humble Heritage: the Smoker and Stockley
families and the Swan Maternity Hospital’
Special Mention: Ralff Merlo for ‘The history of my house in Glebe Street,
North Perth’

MIGRANT STORIES 
(sponsored by Fiorentina Patisserie, Gelateria & Café)
1st Prize – Jamie Bentley for ‘The East Perth “Pom” 1949’
2nd Prize – Elizabeth Caiacob

PHOTOGRAPHIC MEMORIES
(sponsored by Woodville Property)
Pre-1926 – Bill Smith, Jenny Marshall and Peter Arcus
1926 to 1950 – Frances Thomas, Nancy Cotterell and Bill Smith
1951 to 1978 – Meryl Atherton, John McIntosh and Sophie Spartalis
Special Mentions: Jenny Marshall and Nancy Cotterell

Thank you to everyone who entered the 2008 Local History Awards. 
All entries become part of the Local History Collection which can be found
in the new Local History Centre. �

Gopher-Friendly Library
Now that the weather is clearing up, you might feel like getting out and

about in your gopher or electric wheelchair and visiting your new Library &
Local History Centre. We have a battery charger you can use while you relax
and read the paper or have a coffee. Our friendly staff can assist you with the
charger or any other queries that you might have.

Are you up for the Challenge?
The Premier of Western Australia

has issued this year’s Summer Reading
Challenge to all WA school students
from Kindergarten to Year 7.

The challenge is to read and record
book titles read over the summer. By
submitting an entry form and a reading
log you will receive a certificate from the
Premier and be in the running to win
terrific prizes.

The theme this year is Mystery and we will have school holiday activities
in the last two weeks of the summer break based on this theme as well as
library resources related to the theme on display for children to borrow.

We are pleased to support this initiative and entry forms will be available
at the Library. We have reading lists on hand to encourage children to read
widely and our staff are always happy to recommend titles.

History Centre

This year a new category was introduced
– Migrant Stories – sponsored by

Fiorentina Patisserie, Gelateria and Café –
which recognises Vincent's multicultural
roots. Winner Jamie Bentley accepts his

prize from sponsor Izzi Messina.

Entry from 
Meryl Atherton 
(1951 to 1978)

1914-1918, interior of the WA Boot
Manufacturing Company in Lake
Street, Perth. The company had a
contract to make army boots during
WWI. Winning pre-1926 category
photograph entered by Peter Arcus
showing the factory owned 
by the Arcus family.


