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MINUTES OF CITY OF VINCENT 
AUDIT COMMITTEE 

HELD AS E-MEETING AND AT THE  
ADMINISTRATION AND CIVIC CENTRE  
244 VINCENT STREET, LEEDERVILLE 

ON WEDNESDAY, 7 DECEMBER 2022 AT 4.00PM 
 

 Mr Conley Manifis Independent External Member (Chair) 

  (electronically) 

 Cr Susan Gontaszewski South Ward 

 Cr Ron Alexander North Ward 

 Cr Ross Ioppolo South Ward 

 Mr Olaf Goy Independent External Member  

  (electronically) 

 Mr George Araj Independent External Member 

 

IN ATTENDANCE:  David MacLennan Chief Executive Officer 

 Wendy Barnard Council Liaison Officer 

 Peter Varris Chief Audit Executive 

 Rhys Taylor Chief Financial Officer 

 Main Bhuiyan Financial Controller 

 Peter Ferguson Executive Manager Information and 

  Communication Technology 

 Mark Ambrose Senior Director Financial Audit - Office of 

  the Auditor General (Item 5.9 only) 

 Bianca Ko Office of the Auditor General (Item 5.9 

  only)  

 Khubaib Gondal Office of the Auditor General (Item 5.9 

  only)  

1 INTRODUCTION AND WELCOME 

The Presiding Member, Conley Manifis, declared the meeting open at 4.04pm and read the following 
Acknowledgement of Country statement: 
 
“The City of Vincent would like to acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land, the Whadjuk people of the 
Noongar nation and pay our respects to Elders past, present and emerging”. 
 

2 APOLOGIES / MEMBERS ON APPROVED LEAVE OF ABSENCE  

Cr Ashley Wallace was an apology for this meeting. 

3 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Conley Manifis declared an impartiality interest. The extent of his interest is that his company is 

contracted by the Office of the Auditor General to complete external audits.  
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4 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

COMMITTEE DECISION 

Moved: Mr Goy, Seconded: Cr Gontaszewski 

That the minutes of the Audit Committee held on 1 November 2022 be confirmed. 
 

CARRIED (6-0) 

For: Mr Manifis, Cr Gontaszewski, Cr Alexander, Cr Ioppolo, Mr Goy and Mr Araj 

Against: Nil 

(Cr Wallace was an apology for the Meeting.) 
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5 BUSINESS ARISING 

NOTE:  For the convenience of the meeting the Chairperson brought forward Item 5.9 for discussion and 

welcomed the representatives from the Office of the Auditor General.  

Mr Ambrose and Mr Gondal from the Office of the Auditor General presented the Audit Exit Brief as included 

in Attachment 4 and outlined matters arising from the audit of the Annual Financial Statements to 30 June 

2022. 

5.9 AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS AND MANAGEMENT LETTERS FOR YEAR ENDED 30 
JUNE 2022 

Attachments: 1. Audit Interim Management Letter - Financial Audit - Confidential   
2. Audit Final Management Letter - Financial Audit - Confidential   
3. Audit Management Letter - Information Systems - Confidential   
4. Annual Financial Audit - Exit brief - Confidential   
5. Auditor's Opinion - for the year ended 30 June 2022   
6. Financial Statements as at 30 June 2022    

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the Audit Committee: 

1. RECEIVES the Auditor’s management letters (Financial Audit and Information System Audit) 
and exit brief, prepared for the year ending 30 June 2022 at Attachments 1, 2,3 and 4; 

2. RECEIVES the Audit Opinion (unsigned) for the year ended 30 June 2022 at Attachment 5;  

3. RECEIVES the Audited Annual Financial Statements for the year ended 30 June 2022 at 
Attachment 6; and  

4. RECOMMENDS to Council the adoption of the Audited Annual Financial Statements for the 
year ended 30 June 2022. 

Moved: Cr Gontaszewski, Seconded: Mr Araj 

That the recommendation be adopted. 

At 4.52pm the Chair asked all  non-Committee members to leave the room so that questions could be 

asked of the Auditors. 

The CEO, Chief Audit Executive, Chief Financial Officer, Financial Controller and Executive Manager 

Information and Communications Technology left the room.   

NOTE:  At 5.00pm Cr Ron Alexander advised that he needed to depart the meeting. 

At 5.00pm the non-Committee members returned to the meeting.  The Executive Manager Information and 

Communications Technology did not return to the meeting. 

At 5.03pm the OAG representatives left the meeting and did not return. 
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AMENDMENT  

Moved: Cr Gontaszewski, Seconded: Cr Ioppolo  

That the recommendation be amended as follows: 

4.   RECOMMENDS to Council the adoption of the Audited Annual Financial Statements for the year 

ended 30 June 2022, subject to no further comments being received from Audit Committee 

members by midday Friday 9 December 2022. 

5.   That the Audit Committee REQUESTS that relevant findings are added to the Audit Log and  a 

report to come back to the first ordinary Audit Committee meeting of 2023 with an appropriate 

action plan. 

CARRIED (5-0) 

For: Mr Manifis, Cr Gontaszewski, Cr Ioppolo, Mr Goy and Mr Araj 

Against: Nil 

(Cr Wallace was an apology for the Meeting.) 

(Cr Alexander was absent from the Meeting and did not vote.) 

 
 
That the Audit Committee: 

1. RECEIVES the Auditor’s management letters (Financial Audit and Information System Audit) 
and exit brief, prepared for the year ending 30 June 2022 at Attachments 1, 2,3 and 4; 

2. RECEIVES the Audit Opinion (unsigned) for the year ended 30 June 2022 at Attachment 5;  

3. RECEIVES the Audited Annual Financial Statements for the year ended 30 June 2022 at 
Attachment 6; and  

4. RECOMMENDS to Council the adoption of the Audited Annual Financial Statements for the year 

ended 30 June 2022, subject to no further comments being received from Audit Committee 
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NOTE:  The Chairperson brought forward Item 5.5 for discussion. 
 

5.5 AUDIT COMMITTEE MEETING DATES 2023 

Attachments: 1. Proposed Audit Committee Dates 2023    

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the Audit Committee ADOPTS the meeting schedule for 2023 as follows: 

Date Time 

Wednesday 1 March 4.00pm 

Wednesday 3 May                                                                                                                                        4.00pm 

Wednesday 28 June 4.00pm 

Tuesday 8 August 4.00pm 

Tuesday 3 October 4.00pm 

Wednesday 29 November 4.00pm 

 

 

Moved: Cr Ioppolo, Seconded: Cr Gontaszewski  

 

That the Audit Committee ADOPTS the meeting schedule for 2023 as follows: 

Date Time 

Thursday 2 March 4.00pm 

Thursday 4 May                                                                                                                                        4.00pm 

Thursday 29 June 4.00pm 

Thursday 10 August 4.00pm 

Thursday 5 October 4.00pm 

Thursday 30 November 4.00pm 

CARRIED (5-0) 

For: Mr Manifis, Cr Gontaszewski, Cr Ioppolo, Mr Goy and Mr Araj 

Against: Nil 

(Cr Wallace was an apology for the Meeting.) 

(Cr Alexander was absent from the Meeting and did not vote.) 
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ITEMS APPROVED "EN BLOC": 

The following Items were adopted unopposed and without discussion “En Bloc”, as recommended: 

COMMITTEE DECISION 

Moved: Mr Araj, Seconded: Cr Gontaszewski 

That the following unopposed items be adopted “En Bloc”, as recommended: 

Items 5.3, 5.4, 5.7 and 5.8  

 

CARRIED (5-0) 

For: Mr Manifis, Cr Gontaszewski, Cr Ioppolo, Mr Goy and Mr Araj 

Against: Nil 

(Cr Wallace was an apology for the Meeting.) 

(Cr Alexander was absent from the Meeting and did not vote.) 
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5.3 EXTERNAL AUDIT INTERIM MANAGEMENT LETTER 2021/22 

Attachments: 1. Interim Audit Management Letter - 30 June 2022 - Confidential 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the Audit Committee recommends to Council that it RECEIVES the external audit interim 
management letter for 2021/2022 at Attachment 1. 

 

COMMITTEE DECISION 

Moved: Mr Araj, Seconded: Cr Gontaszewski 

That the recommendation be adopted. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY “EN BLOC” (5-0) 

For: Mr Manifis, Cr Gontaszewski, Cr Ioppolo, Mr Goy and Mr Araj 

Against: Nil 

(Cr Wallace was an apology for the Meeting.) 

(Cr Alexander was absent from the Meeting and did not vote.) 
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5.4 OFFICE OF THE AUDITOR GENERAL - FRAUD RISK MANAGEMENT - BETTER PRACTICE 
GUIDE 

Attachments: 1. Fraud Risk Management — Better Practice Guide   
2. Fraud and Corruption Prevention Plan    

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the Audit Committee recommends to Council that it:  

1. RECEIVES the Western Australian Auditor General’s Fraud Risk Management — Better 
Practice Guide, which was tabled in Parliament on 22 June 2022, at Attachment 1; and 

2. NOTES that the City’s Fraud and Corruption Prevention Plan, at Attachment 2, will be 
benchmarked against the requirements and guidance of the better practice guide as part of 
its annual review.   

 

COMMITTEE DECISION 

Moved: Mr Araj, Seconded: Cr Gontaszewski 

That the recommendation be adopted. 

 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY “EN BLOC” (5-0) 

For: Mr Manifis, Cr Gontaszewski, Cr Ioppolo, Mr Goy and Mr Araj 

Against: Nil 

(Cr Wallace was an apology for the Meeting.) 

(Cr Alexander was absent from the Meeting and did not vote.) 
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5.7 REVIEW OF THE CITY'S CORPORATE RISK REGISTER 

Attachments: 1. Corporate Risk Register - December 2022   
2. Risk Appetite and Tolerance Statements    

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the Audit Committee recommends to Council that it: 

1. RECEIVES the City’s Corporate Risk Register as at Attachments 1; and 

2. NOTES the status of risk management actions for the high and extreme risks.  

 

COMMITTEE DECISION 

Moved: Mr Araj, Seconded: Cr Gontaszewski 

That the recommendation be adopted. 

 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY “EN BLOC” (5-0) 

For: Mr Manifis, Cr Gontaszewski, Cr Ioppolo, Mr Goy and Mr Araj 

Against: Nil 

(Cr Wallace was an apology for the Meeting.) 

(Cr Alexander was absent from the meeting and did not vote.) 
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5.8 REVIEW OF THE CITY'S AUDIT LOG 

Attachments: 1. Audit Log as at 30 November 2022    

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the Audit Committee recommends to Council that it: 

1. NOTES the status of the City’s Audit Log at Attachment 1; and  

2. APPROVES proposed completion dates as specified at Attachment 1. 

 

COMMITTEE DECISION 

Moved: Mr Araj, Seconded: Cr Gontaszewski 

That the recommendation be adopted. 

 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY “EN BLOC” (5-0) 

For: Mr Manifis, Cr Gontaszewski, Cr Ioppolo, Mr Goy and Mr Araj 

Against: Nil 

(Cr Wallace was an apology for the Meeting.) 

(Cr Alexander was absent from the meeting and did not vote.) 
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5.2 AUDIT RESULTS REPORT – ANNUAL 2020-21 FINANCIAL AUDITS OF LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT ENTITIES - REPORT 5: 2022-23 

Attachments: Nil 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the Audit Committee recommends to Council that it NOTES the Financial Audit Results Local 
Government 2020-21 - 17 Aug 2022 report from the Officer of the Auditor General.  

 

Moved: Cr Ioppolo, Seconded: Mr Araj 

That the recommendation be adopted, noting the key findings in the report include: 

 

• 156 ratios at 109 entities indicated adverse trends of which the asset sustainability and the 

operating surplus ratios were the most common. 

• During 2020-21, 601 Management Control issues reported, 172 reported as significant related to  

o 27% Expenditure - control weaknesses predominantly relate to purchase order control 

weaknesses where PO’s were raised after the goods had been supplied or after the 

invoices had been received and where evidence of quotes was not retained, increasing 

the risk of favouring certain suppliers. 

o 21% Financial Management - predominantly relating to bank reconciliations not being 

routinely prepared and/or not independently verified so as to not detecting erroneous or 

unusual (including fraudulent items). 

o 16% Payroll & HR – where leave entitlements were inappropriately managed, 

commencement and termination processes were not completed promptly to ensure 

accurate and timely processing 

o 10% Revenue – including no register of infringements, interim rates not issued throughout 

the year and rateable values reconciliation not completed. 

o 9% Asset Management – including no fixed asset reconciliations, no stocktaking policy or 

procedures. 

• 358 Information System Weaknesses, 37 of which were significant relating to: 

o 47% Information Security - system and network vulnerabilities, and unauthorised and 

inappropriate access 

o 28% IT Operations - IT operations issues. In particular, issues in inadequate monitoring 

and logging of user activity, poor handling of information and lack of review of user access 

privileges. 
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CARRIED (5-0) 

For: Mr Manifis, Cr Gontaszewski, Cr Ioppolo, Mr Goy and Mr Araj 

Against: Nil 

(Cr Wallace was an apology for the Meeting.) 

(Cr Alexander was absent from the Meeting and did not vote.) 
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5.1 MANAGING RISK THROUGH THE PROCUREMENT, CONTRACT MANAGEMENT AND THE 
PROJECT MANAGEMENT FRAMEWORK 

Attachments: 1. Project Management Framework - A guide for Project Managers    

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the Audit Committee recommends to Council that it NOTES the information provided in this 
report. 

 

MOTION 

That the recommendation be adopted. 

 

 DEFERRED 

COMMITTEE DECISION 

Moved: Mr Araj, Seconded: Mr Goy 

That Item 5.1 be deferred for consideration at the next Committee meeting. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (5-0) 

(Cr Wallace was an apology for the Meeting.) 

(Cr Alexander was absent from the Meetingand did not vote.) 
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5.6 LEEDERVILLE OVAL RISKS 

Attachments: 1. Attachment 1 - Leederville Oval map of leased areas   
2. Attachment 2 - Capital Works Program 2004 - 2024 Adopted 26 October 

2004   
3. Leederville Oval Master Plan Report   
4. DRAFT Leederville Oval Master Plan - March 2020    

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the Audit Committee recommends to Council that it: 

1. NOTES the overview of Leederville Oval risks;  

1.1 NOTES that the existing leases do not suitably reflect costs associated with the 
management of the facility;  

1.2 NOTES the ageing infrastructure requires adhoc repairs and maintenance for which 
sufficient budget is not available; 

1.3 NOTES the existing turf conditions are not designed for level of use by the current 
users which is resulting in increased wear and tear and increased maintenance cost to 
the city.  

 

MOTION 

That the recommendation be adopted. 

 DEFERRED 

COMMITTEE DECISION 

Moved: Mr Araj, Seconded: Mr Goy 

That Item 5.6 be deferred for consideration at the next Committee meeting. 

. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (5-0) 

(Cr Wallace was an apology for the Meeting.) 

(Cr Alexander was absent from the Meeting and did not vote.) 
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5.10 CYBER SECURITY CONTROLS REVIEW 

 Attachments: 1. LGIS Vincent City of Cyber Review 2022 - Confidential    

Section under the Act The grounds on which part of the Council or Committee may be closed to the 
public are listed in Section 5.23(2) of the Local Government Act 1995. 

Sub-clause and 
Reason: 

f(ii) - a matter that if disclosed, could be reasonably expected to – endanger the 
security of the local government’s property. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the Audit Committee recommends to Council that it notes a report prepared by LGIS concerning 

cyber security controls. 

MOTION 

That the recommendation be adopted. 

 DEFERRED 

COMMITTEE DECISION 

Moved: Mr Araj, Seconded: Mr Goy 

That Item 5.10 be deferred for consideration at the next Committee meeting. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (5-0) 

(Cr Wallace was an apology for the Meeting.) 

(Cr Alexander was absent from the Meeting and did not vote.) 
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6 GENERAL BUSINESS  

6.1 Purchasing Policy Review 

The City of Vincent is currently reviewing its purchasing policy and is proposing changes to the various 

threshold for seeking quotes / number of quotes etc. Council's Policy Review Framework provides the 

opportunity for Council members to provide comment on policy proposals and reviews prior to formal 

consideration by Council. Given the nature of the policy, It has been suggested that the External 

Independent Audit Committee members be provided the same opportunity to give input into the review. As a 

consequence the draft policy will be distributed separately to those members with an invitation to provide 

feedback. 

7 NEXT MEETING  

Thursday 2 March 2023 

8 CLOSURE  

The Chairperson thanked all in attendance, wished all a safe and happy festive season, closing the meeting 

at 5:32pm. 

 
These Minutes were confirmed at the 2 March 2023 meeting of the Audit Committee as a true record and 
accurate of the Audit Committee meeting held on 7 December 2022  
 
 
Signed:  Mr Conley Manifis 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dated   
 
 
 


