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8.1 REVIEW OF POLICY NO. 4.1.18 – NAMING OF CITY FACILITIES, STREETS, PARKS, 
RESERVES AND BUILDINGS 

Attachments: 1. Policy No. 4.1.18 - Naming of City Facilities, Streets, Parks, Reserves and 
Buildings   

2. Assessment of Policy No. 4.1.18 - Naming of City Facilities, Streets, Parks 
Reserves and Buildings    

  

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council REPEAL Policy No. 4.1.18 – Naming of City Facilities, Streets, Parks, Reserves and 
Buildings at Attachment 1. 

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT: 

To seek Council’s consent to repeal Policy No. 4.1.18 – Naming of City Facilities, Streets, Parks, Reserves 
and Buildings at Attachment 1. 

DELEGATION: 

Section 2.7 of the Local Government Act 1995 sets out the Role of Council as being to ‘determine the local 
government’s policies’. There is no delegation to Administration to make, review or repeal policies. 

BACKGROUND: 

Policy No. 4.1.18 – Naming of City Facilities, Streets, Parks, Reserves and Buildings was first adopted by 
Council in September 1997. 
 

At its Meeting on 22 April 2008 (Item 10.4.2), Council re-adopted the policy with no amendments. 
 
At its Meeting on 9 April 2013 (Item 9.5.4), Council approved amendments to the policy to include reference 
to Landgate’s Policies and Standards for Geographical Naming in Western Australia. 
 
It is proposed that the policy be repealed and administration prepare an internal procedure to provide 
guidance for when the City is seeking to name City facilities, streets, parks, reserves or buildings. 
 
A review of the current policy provisions and impact of repealing has been provided in Attachment 1. 

DETAILS: 

Requirement for a documented City position (including community need or legislative requirement): 
 

There is no longer a requirement for a documented City position on naming of facilities. 
 

Landgate’s Policies and Standards for Geographical Naming in Western Australia (Landgate’s Policy) is the 
overarching State policy which sets requirements and legislation for naming of roads, topographic features, 
government buildings, suburbs and localities, parks and reserves, renaming, and dual naming. Landgate’s 
Policy outlines requirements for applications including necessary community consultation and analysis of 
community feedback. Landgate’s Policy also notes requirements for: 
 

• commemorative naming (for example, names commemorating an individual will only be considered 
posthumously, and must include evidence of support by the wider community); 

• naming duplications (ensuring names are not duplicated within 10kms in a metropolitan area); 

• business and commercial names (not approving names after commercial businesses and 
organisations); 

• inappropriate names (ensuring naming proposals are not discriminatory or derogatory); and 

• general naming conventions (such as, punctuation, abbreviation, initials etc.) 
 
There is no legislative requirement for this policy and no major complexity in the process for assessing 
naming applications from the community. A review of the policy provisions and implications has been 
undertaken and is included as Attachment 2. 

https://www.vincent.wa.gov.au/documents/553/4118-naming-of-city-facilities
https://www.landgate.wa.gov.au/siteassets/documents/location-data-and-services/place-names-and-addressing/policies-and-standards-for-geographic-naming-in-western-australia---november-2020.pdf
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Landgate require that naming applications be sent from local government on behalf of community members, 
however final approval of naming proposals lies with Landgate. The City has a Road Naming Procedure 
which has been adapted to encompass more than just the naming of roads. This update is in line with the 
City’s Naming Places Program and webpage, which incorporates naming of features, landmarks, laneways, 
and dual naming. 
 

Examples of current / best practice: 
 

Most local governments simply note the necessity for all naming proposals to be in accordance with 
Landgate’s policy with little additional detail. This is due to Landgate’s Policies and Standards for 
Geographical Naming in Western Australia being a detailed handbook for State requirements for all naming 
proposals. 

CONSULTATION/ADVERTISING: 

No community consultation is required for the repeal of the policy. 
 
LEGAL/POLICY: 
 
There is no legislative or regulatory requirement for this policy. Section 2.7(2)(b) of the Local Government 
Act 1995 provides Council with the power to determine policies. 
 

The Policy Development and Review Policy sets out the process for the development, review and repeal of 
the City’s policy documents. 
 
RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 
 
Low:  It is low risk for Council to repeal the policy as the policy is proposed to be replaced with internal 
guidance documenting the naming of facilities process to be followed by Administration, consistent with 
Council’s adopted Policy Development and Review framework. 
 

Council at its meeting 15 December 2020 resolved to adopt the Policy Development and Review Policy to 
guide administration on the development and review of the City’s strategies, policies and action plans to 
achieve transparent and consistent decision making which align with the City’s objectives, strategic priorities 
and legislative requirements. 
 

This policy includes the local government decision making hierarchy on page 2 which identifies that a Policy 
is adopted by Council and is the general rule or principle which is required to provide clear direction to 
Administration on the day to day management of the City. 
 

The Local government Act 1995 at section 5.41(c) and (d) outlines the Functions of Chief Executive Officer 
are to: 
 

(c) cause council decisions to be implemented; and 
(d) manage the day to day operations of the local government; 
 

Consequently, the decision making hierarchy of the Policy Development and Review Policy outlines that: 
 

Internal Procedures are determined by Administration and are a series of actions conducted in a certain 
order to facilitate the operation aspects of policy statements or strategies. Internal procedures explain the 
steps and the considerations to be followed by Administration. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS: 

Innovative and Accountable 

We deliver our services, projects and programs in the most inclusive, efficient, effective and sustainable way 
possible. 

FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS: 

Nil 

https://www.landgate.wa.gov.au/siteassets/documents/location-data-and-services/place-names-and-addressing/policies-and-standards-for-geographic-naming-in-western-australia---november-2020.pdf
https://www.landgate.wa.gov.au/siteassets/documents/location-data-and-services/place-names-and-addressing/policies-and-standards-for-geographic-naming-in-western-australia---november-2020.pdf
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