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11.7 OUTCOME OF COMMUNITY CONSULTATION ON NAMING OF BANKS RESERVE 

Attachments: 1. Community Consultation on Naming of Banks Reserve - Summary of 
Submissions   

2. Consultation timeline for Banks Reserve naming    
  

RECOMMENDATION: 

That subject to the endorsement of the Boordiya Reference Group Council APPROVES the 
submission of an application to Landgate to rename Banks Reserve to Warndoolier. 

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT: 

For Council to approve the submission of an application to Landgate to rename Banks Reserve as 
Warndoolier. 

BACKGROUND: 

The City is home to many significant sites and waterways that are spiritually intertwined with Aboriginal culture 
and we acknowledge that the relationship our Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples have with the land 
remains fundamental to their identity and way of life. 
 
Banks Reserve is intrinsically connected to the Whadjuk people, speaking to their history and culture. 
Capturing and recording the original place name and the relationship of the Traditional Owners to a particular 
location is an important way that we can acknowledge the history of Aboriginal people and help to preserve 
Aboriginal culture and Noongar language. 
 
Extensive consultation relating to the dual naming/renaming of Banks Reserve has been in progress since 
2012, with Traditional Owners, Aboriginal Elders, the Reconciliation Action Plan Working Group (RAPWG) as 
well as relevant Aboriginal organisations involved as detailed in attachment 2.  
 
At its 22 August 2023 Meeting, Council resolved to consult with the community on the renaming of Banks 
Reserve to Warndoolier as the final step in the consultation process. 
 
In accordance with the City’s Community and Stakeholder Engagement Policy, community consultation was 
undertaken for a period of 22 days between 26 October 2023 and concluded on 16 November 2023. 

DETAILS: 

The community consultation was advertised on the City of Vincent website, social media and through public 
notices: 
 

• Public notice in Perth Now Central on 26 October 

• Public notice in Perth Voice on 28 October 

• News item on the City’s website on 26 November 

• Six corflute signs located at Banks Reserve between 2 November and 16 November - 44 scans of 
the QR code linking to the Imagine Vincent survey page 

• Social media post on 31 October - reach 5,936 people 

• Social media post on 8 November reach 2,784 people 

• 547 people viewed the Imagine Vincent page 
 

Coverage of the matter was also published in Perth Voice on 30 August and Perth Now on 6 September. 
 
 
  

https://www.vincent.wa.gov.au/Profiles/vincent/Assets/ClientData/Documents/Council/Agendas/2023/22_August_2023_Meeting/Item_11_5_Dual_Naming_of_Warndoolier_-_Banks_Reserve.pdf
https://www.vincent.wa.gov.au/documents/576/community-and-stakeholder-engagement-policy
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Summary of community consultation outcome 
 

• 258 surveys completed 

• Five written submissions received 

• 13 responses via social media 
 

Preferred option No of responses 

Renaming as Warndoolier 154 

Dual Naming of Warndoolier / Banks Reserve 62 

No Change 55 

Whichever the Traditional Owners prefer 1 

Banks / Warndoolier 1 

Walters Brook Banks Reserve 1 

Warndulier / Banks Reserve 1 

Mandjar (meeting place) 1 

TOTAL 276 

 
Attachment 1 details the comments received during the consultation period. 
 
Banks Family 
 
City officers made direct contact with members of the Banks Family to inform them that community 
consultation was taking place, providing them with the opportunity to make a formal submission on the 
proposal.  
 
The invitation to provide feedback was distributed by local family members to a number of other Banks family 
members across Australia and abroad.  
 
During the consultation period, five family members provided written statements confirming their preference 
to dual name Banks Reserve for the contribution made by Ronald Frederick Banks to continue to be 
recognised. 
 
Submission to Landgate 
 
Landgate’s Aboriginal and Dual Naming Guidelines sets out the process for Aboriginal naming and dual 
naming of geographical features and places in Western Australia.  
 
Landgate will consider nominations to rename by a local government where the proposal has been endorsed 
by the relevant Traditional Owner group(s).  
 
With the outcome of the consultation demonstrating community support, the next step in this process, subject 
to Council approval, is to obtain endorsement by the Boordiya Reference Group and with this, make a 
submission to Landgate requesting Banks Reserve be renamed Warndoolier. In the event that endorsement 
not be obtained the renaming proposal will be returned to Council for further consideration. 

CONSULTATION/ADVERTISING: 

No further consultation is required. 

LEGAL/POLICY: 

The Land Administration Act 1997, states that the Minister for Lands has the authority to officially approve all 
geographic features and place names in Western Australia. Through delegated authority, Landgate acts on 
the Minister’s behalf to undertake the administrative responsibilities which include the development of 
policies and procedures for formal approval of submissions seeking to use Aboriginal and dual names. 

RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 

Low:  It is low risk for Council to approve an application to Landgate. 

https://www.landgate.wa.gov.au/siteassets/documents/location-data-and-services/place-names-and-addressing/guideline-to-aboriginal-naming-and-dual-naming.pdf
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STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS: 

This is in keeping with the City’s Strategic Community Plan 2022-2032: 
 
Connected and Healthy Community  

We recognise, engage and partner with the Whadjuk Noongar people and culture. 
 
Innovative and Accountable  

We engage with our community so they are involved in what we are doing and how we are meeting our 
goals. 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS: 

This does not contribute to any environmental sustainability outcomes. This action/activity is environmentally 
neutral.
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