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CARPORTS AND GARAGES 
 
What are carports and garages? 
 
Carports and garages are defined in the Residential Design Codes Volume 1 (available here). 
 
They are roofed structures designed to accommodate one or more vehicles. The difference between a carport and a 
garage is that carports must be unenclosed (no more than two sides with a solid wall) and must not have a door, unless it is 
visually permeable.  

 
Will I need development approval? 
 
Yes, generally all carports and garages need development (planning) approval.  
 
They only  approval where they fully satisfy all of the deemed-to-
Built Form Policy (Policy No. 7.1.1, available here ) and the Residential Design Codes Volume 1. 
 
Development approval is always required for carports and garages on properties which are heritage-listed places.  
 
In addition to development approval, a building permit is also required for carports and garages.  
 

Design Codes Volume 1 which apply to common carport and garage proposals. Please note this advice may not applicable 
to all carport and garage proposals in the City. 

 
Where can I locate a carport or garage on my property? 
 
Carports and garages should be located at the rear or side of your property, to the right of way (laneway) if this is available 
or otherwise the secondary street.  
 
The reasons for this standard is so that: 
 

 Your street will be less dominated by carports, garages and parked vehicles, improving streetscape character. 

 There will be fewer driveways and so more useable space for street trees and kerbside parking for visitors; and  

 There will be fewer conflicting movements of vehicles, pedestrians and cyclists, improving safety. 
 
Carports or garages are generally only supported to the primary street (the main street which the front door of your house 
generally faces) where your property does not have a right-of-way or secondary street available. Other considerations 
include whether your house has existing vehicle access to the primary street and whether there is a significant precedent 
along the primary street of other houses with the same situation. 
 
The diagram below shows where a primary street, secondary street and right of way are typically located in relation to your 
house. 

https://www.wa.gov.au/government/document-collections/state-planning-policy-73-residential-design-codes
https://www.vincent.wa.gov.au/develop-build/planning/legislation-checklists-information-sheets.aspx
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What do I need to consider when designing my carport or garage? 
 
When designing your carport there are a range of factors you need to consider, this includes location (as detailed above), 
setbacks, width, design, parking space dimensions and sight lines.  
 
Further information is provided on each of these considerations below. 
 
Setbacks 
 
This includes the setbacks to the street or right of way as well as to the side (lot) boundaries. This is measured between the 
street, right of way or side boundary to the carport posts or garage walls. 
 
The reasons for these standards are so that the visual impact of carports and garages on the street and neighbouring 
properties are reduced, space and surveillance is maintained between the house and the street to enhance a sense of 
community and safety, and so that a more attractive setting is provided for the existing house. 
 
Right of Ways 
 
For right of ways, the minimum setback standard is generally 1 metre.  
 
Carports or garages may also need to setback further to allow for 6 metres of vehicle manoeuvring space in behind them. 
For example, if the right of way is only 4 metres wide then the carport or garage should be setback 2 metres from the right 
of way boundary. This is because the Australian Standards (AS2890.1) need 6.0m of reversing space to allow sufficient 
room for turning in-and-out of the carport.  
 
Please note that some right of ways are subject to future widening. Ne ture 
widening areas and the setback standard of 1 metre will be taken from the future lot boundary after the widening area is 
considered. To find out whether this impacts your property,  Urban Planners on the contact details 
below. 
 
Secondary Street 
 
For secondary streets, the minimum setback standard is generally 1.5 metres where your property is zoned R35 or less or 
1.0 metre where your property is zoned R40 or higher. You can find out our zoning on the Intramaps system. 
 
An additional setback standard applies for a garages, being that they should be setback a minimum of 0.5 metres behind 
the dwelling alignment. The dwelling alignment is generally the front wall of your house and excludes any porch, portico, 
verandah, balcony or similar open structure. 
 
Primary Street 
 
For primary streets, the minimum setback standard is generally based on the average setback (measured to the nearest 
wall) of the five adjoining properties on both sides of your property.  
 
This means that generally any carport located forward of the front wall of your house will not satisfy the applicable setback 
standard to the primary street.  
 
In this situation, carports are generally only supported where is no alternative access option available, where the carport 
setback and width is consistent with other approved carports in the same street or section of street, and where the design, 
setback and width of the carport does not detract from the appearance of the existing house and the street. 
 
An additional setback standard applies for a garages, being that they should be setback a minimum of 0.5 metres behind 
the dwelling alignment. The dwelling alignment is generally the front wall of your house and excludes any porch, portico, 
verandah, balcony or similar open structure.  
 

https://www.vincent.wa.gov.au/develop-build/planning/online-maps.aspx
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ed to the primary street where they are forward of the dwelling alignment.  
 
Side (Lot) Boundaries 
For carports, the minimum setback standard to side boundaries is 1 metre where their length is 14 metres or less and their 
wall height is 3.5 metres or less. Where carports are longer or higher the setback standards increase as per Table 2a of the 
Residential Design Codes Volume 1. 
 
Carports may be able to be supported with a lesser setback to the side boundary if it can be demonstrated 
impact the amenity of the adjoining property. Potential impacts on amenity include building bulk, direct sun access, 
ventilation and loss of privacy.  
 
For garages, they can be built up to the side boundary within certain standards. This is a maximum height of 3.5 metres 
and a maximum length of two-thirds of the side boundary (with this including both the garage wall and any other 
existing/new walls built up to the boundary). 
 
The minimum setback standard to side boundaries is 1 metre where their length is 14 metres or less and their wall height is 
3.5 metres or less. Where garages are longer or higher the setback standards increase as per Table 2a of the Residential 
Design Codes Volume 1. 

 
Width  
 
This is the width of the carport or garage facing the street or the right of way. 
 

they can have a visual impact on the existing house and the character of the street. 
 
For carports, the width standard is that they are not to exceed 50% the width of the lot (the front or rear boundary of your 
property) or a width of 6 metres, whichever is the lesser. 
 
For garages, the width standard is that they are not to exceed 50% the width of the lot. For lots less than 10 metre wide, 
the width standard is a maximum of 4 metres for garages. 
 
The garage width includes the garage door and its supporting structures. The diagram below shows how this is measured. 
 

Design 
 
This includes style, roof design, colours and materials. 
 

scale and materials. They should also be complementary and subservient the existing house. 
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The reason for these standards are so that when there are extensions or additions to an existing house, the materials, 
colours and the design of the carport or garage is compatible with the house and considerate of the character of the street, 
reducing the visual impact of the structure.  
 

design is most appropriate for your property and house: 
 

 Whether the roof is pitched or a concealed (flat) roof, and whether this complements the existing house.  
 

 and the street, but it also may block views to 
character or design features on the existing house. 

 

 Whether the colours and materials tie into or complement the existing house. 
 

For example, the colours and materials of the existing house could be used in the carport or garage, or these could be 
different to the existing house with a high quality finish that complements the existing house. 

 

 Whether the carport or garage respects the design features of the existing house. 
 

For example, this could mean replicating the detailing and styling of the existing house in the garage or carport 
design, or it could mean locating and designing the  or remove any key details or 
architectural features of the existing house, for example the traditional verandah or gable roof feature. 

 

 Whether the location and size is subservient to the existing house. 
 

For example, it may only be appropriate to have a single width carport or garage, or for the carport and garage to be 
located to the side of the property rather than 
existing house. 

 
For carports, the following additional design standards apply: 
 

 The carports must not obstruct views between the street and the windows of house, and that any gates or doors need 
to be visually permeable. 

 
This can be achieved by only providing slim posts or piers to the carport and not having any solid walls to the front, 
side or rear. Any gates or doors on the front of the carport should be a minimum of 50% open or visually permeable 
and have a minimum gap size of 40 millimetres. 

 

 The carports shall allow light and ventilation to the windows of the house. 
 

This can be achieved by providing separation between the carport and the house to allow light and ventilation to the 
windows of the house. 

 
The following are examples of carports showing how all of the above design considerations have been applied: 
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Parking Space Dimensions 
 
This the minimum dimensions/requirements to accommodate vehicles and to allow enough space for their movement. 
These are from the Australian Standards (AS2890.1). 
 
The reason for these standards are so that there is enough space for a vehicle of any size, belonging to any current or 
future occupants, to easily park within a carport or garage and to have space for the doors to open.  
 
It is also so that there is enough space for a vehicle to easily and safely move between the street or right of way and the 
carport or garage. This is to ensure that a vehicle can enter and exit in one movement without requiring the vehicle to 
make multiple turns or for the vehicle to move on an angle around structures or verge infrastructure. These situations can 
create a safety risk for pedestrian
accessible for a vehicle of any size and for any current or future occupants. 
 
Single Vehicle Minimum Dimensions 
 

 Minimum Length: 5.4 metres 

 Minimum Width: 2.4 metres 

 As shown in the diagram below, 0.3 metres needs to be added to the width of the parking area if there are any 
structures (posts / walls / fences) adjacent to that side of the parking bay. This is to allow space for the vehicle doors to 
open. 

 
Providing a carport or garage that is 

significantly larger  
 
Two Vehicles Minimum Dimensions 
 

 Minimum Length: 5.4 metres (side by side) or 10.8 metres (tandem arrangement) 
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 Minimum Width: 5.4 metres (side by side) or 2.4 metres (tandem arrangement) 

 As shown in the diagram below, 0.3 metres needs to be added to the width of the parking area if there are any 
structures (posts / walls / fences) adjacent to that side of the parking bay. This is to allow space for the vehicle doors to 
open. 

 
Providing a carport or garage that is 

above. 
 
Manoeuvring Space Requirements  Streets 
 
Vehicle parking bays need to be designed and located so that enough space is provided for a vehicle to safely move 
between the street and the carport or garage.  
 
To do this, carport or garages and their associated driveways and crossovers need to have minimum setbacks from the 
following: 
 

 Side Boundary: 0.5 metres   

 Street Tree: 1.0 metre  measured from the outside/trunk of the tree 

 Power Pole: 0.5 metres  measured from the outside of the pole 

 Street Corner: 6.0 metres  measured from the tangent point of the street/kerb 
 
A driveway is the portion of the vehicle access way located between the carport or garage and the front boundary of your 
property. A crossover is the portion of the vehicle access way located between the front boundary of your property and the 
street that crosses over the footpath and verge. Crossovers require a separate approval from the City. 
 
The width of the carport or garage parking bay/s, the driveway and the crossover needs to match. This to make sure that 
the vehicle/s move across the footpath and between the parking bay and street in a straight direction.  
 
Vehicle parking bays that are located fully or partially behind street trees or power poles, too close to a street corner, or 

are other examples in the street). 
 
Manoeuvring Space Requirements  Right of Ways 
 
Vehicle parking bays need to be designed and located so that enough space is provided for a vehicle to safely move 
between the right of way and the carport or garage in a single movement. 
 
To achieve this, a minimum of 6 metres of vehicle movement space needs to be provided directly in front of the carport or 
garage and publicly available (i.e. within your property or within the public right of way). 
 
For example, if the right of way is only 4 metres wide, the carport or garage needs to be setback 2 metres from the right of 
way boundary within your property to allow a total vehicle movement space of 6 metres. 

 
Sight Lines 
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There are requirements to allow a clear line of sight for vehicles and pedestrians when moving between the street and the 
carport or garage. 
 
The reason for this standard is so that visibility and safety is provided when a vehicle is moving between the street and your 
property and crossing over the footpath, allowing enough space and time for a vehicle and pedestrian to clearly see each 
other and to reduce the risk of an accident. 
 
This is achieved in the form of a 1.5 metre x 1.5 metre sight lines truncation area. As shown in the diagram below, this is 
located within your property and is measured out from the point where the driveway meets the front boundary of your 
property. 

To increase safety for drivers and pedestrians, no solid walls or structures higher than 0.75 metres are permitted within this 
1.5m x 1.5m truncation area. A single pier/post may also be permitted within this area with a maximum width and depth of 
0.4 metres. 
 
For right of ways, this sight lines truncation area can be reduced to 1.0 metre x 1.0 metre. 

 
What information is needed for a Development Application? 
 
Please refer to the relevant Development Application Checklist on our website here.  
 
How long does the Development Application process take?  
 
The City has 60 days to make a decision on the application or 90 days if the application needs community consultation. 
 
The Planning and Development (Local Planning Schemes) Regulation 2015 states that applications may take longer than 
90 days where it is agreed to in writing between the City and the applicant. 
 
How long do I have to build my carport or garage?  
 
Development approvals are valid for a period of 2 years. The construction of the carport or garage needs to be 
substantially commenced within this period. 

 
Do I need a building permit? 
 
Applying for development approval and a building permit are two separate processes, both controlled under different 
legislation.  
 
A building permit ensures that the building is structurally safe and complies with the relevant building legislation.  
 
A building permit is required for all carport and garage developments.  
 

https://www.vincent.wa.gov.au/develop-build/planning/legislation-checklists-information-sheets.aspx
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If you would like further information on the building permit process and requirements, please contact the City on 9273 
6000 or visit our website. 

 
What if I have more questions?  
 
The City is unable to confirm if a proposal will be supported in the absence of a development application being 
submitted 

However, you can discuss development 
can provide general advice on proposals and the information needed to lodge a complete application. 

 Administration Office Monday to Friday, 8.30am to 5.00pm, in person 
or on the phone. 

Phone: 9273 6000 

Email: mail@vincent.wa.gov.au 

Address: Main Administration Building, 244 Vincent Street, Leederville 6007, WA 

 
Disclaimer: This information is produced by the City of Vincent in good faith and the City accepts no responsibility for 
any ramifications or repercussions for providing this information. Verification with the original Local Laws, planning 
schemes and other relevant documents is recommended for detailed references. 

 


