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11.5 SUPPORT FOR THE ULURU STATEMENT FROM THE HEART 

Attachments: 1. Uluru Statement from the Heart    
  

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council 

1. SUPPORTS the Uluru Statement from the Heart at Attachment 1 with the following actions: 

1.1 acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples as the Traditional Owners of 
this country and pay respect to their ongoing spiritual and cultural connections; 

1.2 recognises the need for constitutional change that goes beyond the symbolic, and gives 
breath to the benefits that a treaty offers all Australians as we move towards a reconciled 
Australia; 

1.3 endorses the Mayor submitting a letter to the Prime Minister and key Federal 
Parliamentarians expressing Council’s support for the Uluru Statement from the Heart; 
and 

1.4 requests that there is a focus on community engagement and awareness surrounding 
the Uluru Statement from the Heart as part of the annual NAIDOC and Reconciliation 
Week events.  

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT: 

To seek Council support for the Uluru Statement from the Heart at Attachment 1 

BACKGROUND: 

On Friday 26th May 2017, Delegates of the National Constitutional Convention released the Uluru Statement 
from the Heart. 
 
The Uluru Statement from the Heart calls for constitutional reforms to empower First Nations peoples so they 
can take their rightful place in their own country.  It calls for a constitutionally guaranteed advisory body to 
provide advice to Parliament.  The proposed body has no voting rights and will not alter the makeup of the 
Australian Parliament, but it will, for the first time, give First Nations peoples a voice to Parliament.  It also 
seeks a Makarrata Commission to commence treaty negotiations engaging with all Australian governments. 
 
There are three key elements to the reforms set out in the Uluru Statement. Only one involves a change to 
the Australian Constitution. 
 
The Constitutional Change  
 
Involves enshrining a First Nations Voice in the Australian Constitution that would empower Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples. 
 
By Council endorsing this recommendation, the City would be recognising the need for constitutional change. 
 
The Legislative Change 
 
Involves the establishment of a Makarrata Commission. The Makarrata Commission would supervise a 
process of agreement-making with Australian governments. 
 
The Commission 
 
Would oversee a process of truth-telling about Australia’s history and colonisation. 
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By Council endorsing Administration’s recommendation to support the Uluru Statement, it would also confirm 
the City’s view that a voice for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples, a treaty with Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples and a process of Truth telling as outlined in the statement are a critical part of 
the Reconciliation process.  

DETAILS: 

The City’s Innovate Reconciliation Action Plan 2019 – 2021 that was endorsed by Council on 30 April 2019 
(Item 9.4.1) has the following deliverable that is relevant to the Uluru Statement from the Heart: 
 
Respect 
 
Acknowledge Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures and histories 
 
 Investigate opportunities for the City and Council members to advocate for recognition of Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander peoples in the Australian Constitution. 
 Investigate opportunities for the City and Council to support the ‘Uluru Statement from the Heart’ 
 
In addition to supporting the Uluru Statement from the Heart, it is also important for Council to support other 
organisations who have formed the same position and inform key bodies such as the Federal Government, 
Federal Opposition and WALGA of the City’s position in the hope that these organisation will also form a 
similar position. 
 
This report seeks to resolve an outstanding deliverable contained within the Innovate Reconciliation Plan 
2019 – 2021.  Council’s endorsement of these recommendations provides the best opportunity for the City 
and Council to formally advocate for the recognition of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples in the 
Australian Constitution, demonstrate advocacy and leadership in the Local Government sector, and provide 
public support for our Whadjuk Noongar community. 
 
Acknowledging Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples as the Traditional Owners  
 
The City currently acknowledges the traditional lands of the Whadjuk Noongar people in various was, so this 
recommendation reinforces the City’s existing commitment. 
 
The City commenced its Reflect Reconciliation Plan in June 2017, concluding in June 2018.  Following this, 
the City transitioned into the Innovate Reconciliation Action Plan which it is due to complete in June 2021. 
 
The City has taken many steps in recent years towards acknowledging the City’s Aboriginal community and 
culture, including the establishment of the City’s Reconciliation Action Plan Working Group, purchase of 
public artwork, celebrating and acknowledging significant days, including NAIDOC week and Reconciliation 
week, along with the symbolic protocol of continually flying the Aboriginal flag. 
 
Acknowledgement of the First Peoples will be raised with the City’s Reconciliation Action Plan Working 
Group to seek guidance on how this action can be further embedded within the City’s Stretch Reconciliation 
Action Plan and the City’s operations. 
 
In 2018, the Cities of Bayswater and Fremantle joined other organisations across Australia to voice their 
support for the Uluru Statement from the Heart.  Similarly, in the Eastern States, there are only a few local 
governments who have supported this statement. 
 
Letter of support from Council to Federal Government and Parliamentarians expressing our support for the 
Uluru Statement from the Heart 
 
If supported by Council, Administration would prepare a draft letter from the Mayor to the Prime Minister and 
relevant Federal Parliamentarians expressing Council’s support for the Uluru Statement from the Heart. 
 
Educating our community 
 
Administration would incorporate educational activities into NAIDOC and Reconciliation Week activities so 
that we can provide our community with information relating the significance and importance of the Uluru 
Statement from the Heart. 
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CONSULTATION/ADVERTISING: 

Nil 

LEGAL/POLICY: 

Nil 

RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 

Low:  It is low risk for Council to support the Uluru Statement of the Heart 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS: 

This is in keeping with the City’s Strategic Community Plan 2018-2028:  
 
Connected Community  

We recognise, engage and partner with the Whadjuk Noongar people and culture. 
Our many cultures are celebrated. 
We have enhanced opportunities for our community to build relationships and connections with each other 
and the City. 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS: 

Nil. 

PUBLIC HEALTH IMPLICATIONS: 

The City of Vincent’s support for the Uluru Statement from the Heart will contribute to the increased 
emotional, mental health and wellbeing of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and our local 
Whadjuk Noongar community. 
 
This also reflects the following objective in the City of Vincent’s Public Health Plan 2020-2025: 
 
Increased mental health and wellbeing 
 

FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS: 

There will be limited financial implications for the City with any expenses being able to be captured within the 
existing budget for Reconciliation. 
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