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6.3 OUTCOME OF ADVERTISING AND ADOPTION OF AMENDED GRAFFITTI CONTROL AND 
REMOVAL POLICY 2.1.3 

Attachments: 1. Graffiti Control and Removal Policy   
2. Community Feedback on Draft Graffiti Management Policy   
3. Draft Graffiti Management Policy with tracked changes   
4. Draft Graffiti Management Policy final    

  

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council ADOPTS the amended Graffiti Control and Removal Policy (to be re-named as Graffiti 
Management Policy) at Attachment 4. 

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT: 

To present the outcome of community consultation and seek adoption of the amended Graffiti Management 
Policy at Attachment 4. 

BACKGROUND: 

The City’s Graffiti Control and Removal Policy was adopted in March 2000 and last reviewed in November 
2010 (Attachment 1).  
 
At its 23 August 2022 Meeting, Council approved the amended Policy for the purpose of community 
consultation, with one amendment: 
 

Clause 2.3.1.4 under Laneways and Rights of Way to read: 
 
2.3.1.4 In the case of property outlined in 2.3.1.3 above, where the graffiti vandalism is on property or 

infrastructure directly adjacent to or opposite the complainant’s property and negatively impacts 
the immediate visual amenity from said property as determined by the City. 

 
In accordance with the City’s Community and Stakeholder Engagement Policy, community consultation was 
undertaken between 8 September 2022 and 10 October 2022, which is in excess of the 21 days required. 

The policy was advertised on the City of Vincent website, social media and through the following public 
notices:  
 

• Vincent Reporter – Saturday, 10 September 2022;  

• Perth Voice – Thursday, 8 September 2022; and  

• Notice exhibited on the notice board at the City’s Administration and Library and Local History Centre. 
 
Local police were also invited to provide feedback. 
 
Administration received two submissions, as summarised at Attachment 2.     

DETAILS: 

Feedback from Council, staff and community has demonstrated a need for the City to more clearly define the 
scope of its graffiti removal service, and the proposed amendments to this policy are an important step in 
achieving this. 
 
Given the broad range of factors and safety considerations impacting graffiti removal, Administration 
recommends one minor amendment to Section 2.2.4 of the amended policy (refer Attachment 3) to provide 
discretion to staff when assessing graffiti removal requests that may carry an unacceptable level of risk to 
staff or property, or a prohibitive level of resourcing. (For example, asbestos, heritage listed property or 
unusual surfaces, spaces or conditions which may be assessed as requiring specialist removal services). 
Where possible in these situations, Administration will work with property owners and authorised parties to 
determine alternative means of support. 
 

https://www.vincent.wa.gov.au/documents/576/community-and-stakeholder-engagement-policy
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It is also recommended that the timeframe for removal of offensive graffiti vandalism from City assets and 
eligible private properties is increased from four (4) hours to a more realistic twenty four (24) business hours. 
This is consistent with similar clauses in the graffiti management policies of other local governments 
including the Cities of Sydney and Melbourne.  
 
Minor formatting and numbering changes have also been made to the amended policy presented for 
adoption. 

CONSULTATION/ADVERTISING: 

No further consultation is required. 

LEGAL/POLICY: 

Section 2.7(2)(b) of the Act provides Council with the power to determine policies.  
The City’s Policy Development and Review Policy sets out the process for repealing and adopting policies.  
 
There is no legal requirement to have a Graffiti Management Policy. The Graffiti Vandalism Act 2016 outlines 
local government powers in relation to graffiti removal as noted in the amended Policy. 
 
The amended Policy supports Safer Vincent Plan 2019-2022 deliverables including: 

- Continue to remove graffiti on City property and graffiti on private property that meets eligibility 
criteria; 

- Upload all reported graffiti incidents to the WA Police Force Goodbye Graffiti database; 
- Identify priority public artworks for anti-graffiti coating; and 
- Support and encourage public art projects in graffiti hotspots in line with the Arts Development Action 

Plan.  

RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 

Low:  Adopting the policy is low risk. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS: 

This is in keeping with the City’s Strategic Community Plan 2018-2028: 
 
Enhanced Environment 

Our parks and reserves are maintained, enhanced and well utilised. 
 
Connected Community 

An arts culture flourishes and is celebrated in the City of Vincent. 
 
Thriving Places 

Our physical assets are efficiently and effectively managed and maintained. 

Our town centres and gathering spaces are safe, easy to use and attractive places where pedestrians have 
priority. 
 
Innovative and Accountable 

Our community is satisfied with the service we provide. 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS: 

This does not contribute to any specific sustainability outcomes of the City’s Sustainable Environment 
Strategy 2019-2024. 

 

https://www.vincent.wa.gov.au/documents/1898/policy-development-and-review-policy
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PUBLIC HEALTH IMPLICATIONS: 

This does not contribute to any public health outcomes in the City’s Public Health Plan 2020-2025. 

FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS: 

Demand on the City’s internal graffiti removal service continues to grow. Promotion of this Policy review and 
associated messaging around removal and reporting could increase demand further and may require 
consideration of additional resourcing to meet community demand and expectation. 
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