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5.8 MOUNT HAWTHORN YOUTH SKATE SPACE  

Attachments: 1. Mount Hawthorn Youth Skate Space - Preliminary Consultation Summary   
2. Mount Hawthorn Youth Skate Space - draft Concept Plan   
3. Mount Hawthorn Youth Skate Space - Concept Perspectives    

  

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council: 

1. NOTES the submissions received during the preliminary consultation period and 
Administration’s responses, included as Attachment 1; and 

2. APPROVES the draft Mount Hawthorn Youth Skate Space Concept Plan, included as 
Attachment 2 to be advertised for community consultation in accordance with the City’s 
Community and Stakeholder Engagement Policy. 

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT: 

To seek Council approval of the draft Mount Hawthorn Youth Skate Space Concept Plan (Concept Plan) for 
the purpose of community consultation. 

BACKGROUND: 

In August 2020, John Carey MLA started a ‘community conversation’ on Facebook and conducted a 
community survey to obtain feedback on potential skate and scooter facilities in either Mount Hawthorn or 
North Perth. 207 respondents participated including 113 (54.59 percent) from Mount Hawthorn, 
60 (28.99 percent) from North Perth, 18 (8.7 percent) from Leederville and the remaining 16 (7.72 percent) 
were from surrounding suburbs. 
 
The survey findings indicated strong support for a youth skate space in or around the suburb of Mount 
Hawthorn. The findings indicated there was a gap of skate facilities in this area, while also acknowledging 
the proximity to the Leederville Skate Park. Survey respondents highlighted the potential for a Mount 
Hawthorn skate facility to complement the Leederville Skate Park through the provision of smaller facilities 
suited to entry level skaters. 
 
Following the results of the State Election in 2021, the City submitted a funding application for $200,000, 
made as a part of the State Government Election Commitment 2020/21 Grants Package to “fund community-
based initiatives which will deliver positive outcomes for vulnerable and at-risk people in Western Australia.” 
The City’s application was successful, and the total $200,000 grant funding amount has since been received. 
 
During the State Election in 2021, an election commitment of $200,000 was announced for a new 
skate/scooter park in Mount Hawthorn. Following the results of the State Election, the City submitted a 
funding application for the $200,000, made as a part of the State Government Election Commitment to 
“Create a new skate facility for the children in Mount Hawthorn and surrounding suburbs.” The City’s 
application was successful, and the total $200,000 election commitment funding amount has since been 
received. 
 
In July 2021, the Mount Hawthorn Skate Working Group (Working Group) was established to collaborate and 
progress the planning of the Mount Hawthorn Youth Skate Space (skate space) project. The Working Group 
consists of Council Members, representatives from Administration and key stakeholders representing the 
Mount Hawthorn youth and the local skate community. 

DETAILS: 

On 14 September 2021, the Working Group conducted a site analysis of Axford Park, Britannia Reserve and 
Charles Veryard Reserve. The site selection criteria for consideration included physical site conditions, 
access and transport, natural surveillance and security, proximity to amenities, impact on existing facilities 
and users, distance from housing and maintenance of the space. 
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The site analysis concluded that Britannia Reserve was the preferred site. The Working Group reviewed a 
number of different locations within Britannia Reserve and determined that the proposed site adjacent to the 
pump track would allow for the best design outcome and maximise user benefit to the local community, due 
to its sizeable area and ability to co-locate with amenities that cater towards a similar user demographic. 
 
Preliminary Consultation 
 
The preliminary community consultation was conducted from 22 July to 3 August 2022, 140 survey 
responses were received during this period. 
 
A summary of submissions is included at Attachment 1. The report details the comments received in 
relation to the proposed location of the skate space, and initial design considerations to inform the draft 
Concept Plan. 
 
Responses via the survey were supportive (78.6 percent) for the proposed skate space location at Britannia 
Reserve. The comments included suggestions or considerations to achieve the best outcome for current 
reserve users and prospective users of the skate space. Supportive comments related to the location and 
provided design considerations, including natural greening and shade structures, adequate separation from 
the active pathway and integrating the skate space into the existing landscape. Supportive comments also 
related to the skate space complementing current usage at Britannia Reserve, its co-location with the pump 
track and being a suitable distance from residential housing while retaining clear site lines. 
 
The non-supportive responses (21.4 percent) for the proposed location at Britannia Reserve were generally 
either not supportive of a skate space due to perceived increase in anti-social behaviour, increases in 
conflicts along the adjoining active pathway, not wanting skate related infrastructure at the reserve, or 
preferring a skate space in another Vincent location. These concerns have been addressed where possible 
through the draft Concept Plan. 
 
Draft Concept Plan 
 
The draft Concept Plan as included in Attachment 2, has been designed to complement the existing 
amenities at Britannia Reserve and includes the most favourable skate elements submitted from the 
consultation. The ‘bowl’ was the only favourable element that was not included, as it was deemed not 
suitable for this scale of skate space, ensuring this space achieves its intent to be small scale and inviting to 
young children and entry-level skaters. The skate space footprint, orientation and landscaping in the draft 
Concept Plan has been designed to consider varying respondent’s comments in addition to specific 
skateable design features. 
 
The skate space and elements have been designed to cater towards younger children and entry-level 
skaters, with all elements being under 1m high from the current surface level. With skate elements being of 
this smaller scale, it will also assist with integrating the skate space into the existing landscape. Additional 
planting and turf banks will create this integration. 
 
The draft Concept Plan includes ‘earthy tone’ coloured concrete to also complement the existing landscape, 
as well as being a cost effective colour choice. The draft Concept Plan Perspectives as included in 
Attachment 3, show a number of differing viewing perspectives that were noted by consultation 
respondents. 
 
The draft Concept Plan presents a skate space that would be approximately 350sqm. This is deemed 
appropriate for young children to safely use and includes amenities such as shade structures and seating to 
allow parents and families to comfortably spend more time at the location, which was a feature frequently 
referenced in the consultation responses. 
 
The skate space has been designed to enable a suitable buffer zone through planting and greenspace to 
clearly separate the skate space and the reserve, adjoining active pathway, and sporting grounds to limit 
impacting current user activities such as sporting and dog walking. The use of logs will also provide 
additional seating and serve as buffers from the nature trail and pump track, to reduce unexpected drop-ins 
from BMX and mountain bike riders. 
 
Active lighting of the skate space was considered by the Working Group however was not included in the 
draft Concept Plan due to its intent to accommodate younger children that would not be using the skate 
space after dark. 
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The draft Concept Plan has been designed to allow for effective drainage with consideration for ongoing 
maintenance. The City’s Parks team have indicated that this space would be blown down twice weekly, 
opposed to other locations that would require daily sweeping due to the close proximity to overhanging trees. 

CONSULTATION/ADVERTISING: 

If approved for advertising, community consultation will be undertaken in accordance with the City’s 
Community and Stakeholder Engagement Policy. Community consultation is a key element to ensure the 
skate space, supporting infrastructure and surrounding landscaping appropriately reflect the community’s 
feedback. The community consultation will occur through October and November 2022. 

LEGAL/POLICY: 

Nil. 

RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 

Low:  It is low risk for Council to approve the draft Concept Plan for community consultation. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS: 

This is in keeping with the City’s Strategic Community Plan 2018-2028: 
 
Enhanced Environment 

Our parks and reserves are maintained, enhanced and well utilised. 
 
Connected Community 

We have enhanced opportunities for our community to build relationships and connections with each other 
and the City. 
Our community facilities and spaces are well known and well used. 
 
Thriving Places 
 
Our physical assets are efficiently and effectively managed and maintained. 
 
Innovative and Accountable 

Our community is aware of what we are doing and how we are meeting our goals. 
We are open and accountable to an engaged community. 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS: 

This does not contribute to any environmental sustainability outcomes.  This action/activity is environmentally 
neutral. 

PUBLIC HEALTH IMPLICATIONS: 

This is in keeping with the following priority health outcomes of the City’s Public Health Plan 2020-2025: 
 
Increased mental health and wellbeing 

Increased physical activity 

FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS: 

The Concept Plan has been designed to the construction budget of $200,000, which is the amount of funding 
received by the State Government. The funding agreement term is due to expire 30 June 2023. 
 
To develop the draft Concept Plan and consultation with the community on this, $30,000 was included in the 
City’s 2022/23 annual budget. 
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COMMENTS: 

Britannia Reserve is an active recreational hub that services the immediate Mount Hawthorn area, wider 
Vincent and neighbouring inner-city catchments. Classified as Regional Open Space in the City’s Public 
Open Space Strategy it has the description to “serve one or more geographical or social regions and is likely 
to attract visitors from outside any one local government area.” 
 
The survey results from the preliminary consultation suggest strong support for a small-scale skate facility in 
the proposed area of Britannia Reserve with the appropriate design considerations. The Mount Hawthorn 
Skate Working Group are supportive of the Concept Plan and are confident this will complement the existing 
Britannia Reserve pump track, mountain bike trails and sporting facilities, while not compromising the 
existing users such as sport and dog walkers. 
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