
COUNCIL BRIEFING AGENDA 14 JUNE 2022 

Item 5.6 Page 1 

5.6 OUTCOMES OF ADVERTISING - VIBRANT PUBLIC SPACES POLICY 

Attachments: 1. Vibrant Public Spaces Policy - Summary of Submissions   
2. Vibrant Public Spaces Policy (Amendments Highlighted)   
3. Vibrant Public Spaces Policy (Final)    

  

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council: 

1. RESCINDS Policy No. 2.2.13 – Parklets; 

2. ADOPTS the Vibrant Public Spaces Policy at Attachment 3; and 

3. NOTES the proposed fees and charges to be included in the 2022/23 Fees and Charges. 

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT: 

For Council to consider rescinding Policy No. 2.2.13 - Parklets and adopting the Vibrant Public Spaces 
Policy. 

BACKGROUND: 

The City receives ongoing requests from private businesses, landowners, and community groups to install 
infrastructure in the public realm. With the exclusion of parklets and planter boxes, there is currently no clear 
guidance on how to deal with such requests. The requests include the installation of street furniture, alfresco 
structures and other structures on land that is owned or managed by the City, including freehold land, road 
reserves and Crown reserves. These requests are generally associated with an applicant wanting to turn an 
underutilised piece of land, such as a verge or road reserve, into a more vibrant space for the public to enjoy. 
 
At its 22 September 2015 Ordinary Meeting (Item 9.2.9), Council adopted Policy No. 2.2.13 – Parklets to 
facilitate and guide the implementation of parklets in town centres and commercial areas. 
 
At its 15 December 2020 Ordinary Meeting (Item 9.7), Council adopted amended Policy No. 2.2.13 – 
Parklets (Parklets Policy) to allow Administration discretion to support an application for a liquor licence to 
apply in a parklet. 
 
At its 17 March 2020 Ordinary Meeting (Item 12.4), Council resolved to advertise the draft Development on 
City Owned and Managed Land Policy to provide guidance on managing requests to install other 
infrastructure including community signage, street furniture and alfresco shelters on City owned and 
managed land. Advertising commenced 28 April 2020 and concluded 29 May 2020. 
 
At its 28 July 2020 Ordinary Meeting (Item 12.9), Council approved the readvertising of the amended 
draft Development on City Owned and Managed Land Policy including updates to streamline the 
approvals process and policy requirements. Advertising commenced 6 August 2020 and concluded 
25 September 2020. 
 
At the 9 September 2020 Rebound Roundtable, the amended draft Development on City Owned and 
Managed Land Policy was presented to obtain town team feedback. Feedback included the need to mitigate 
privatisation of the public realm through improved design requirements and assessment processes, and the 
need to provide clearer guidance regarding the spirit and intent of the policy. 
 
In response to both advertising periods, key community and stakeholder feedback included: 
 

• the need to place a stronger focus on the outcomes to be achieved; and 

• the need to simplify the language and content around requirements. 
 
The draft Development on City Owned and Managed Land Policy had not been presented to Council since 
the conclusion of readvertising. Requests to install infrastructure in the public realm continue to be received 
and are considered with regard to the relevant provisions referenced in the City’s existing policies including: 
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• Minor Nature Development Policy; 

• Parklets Policy; and 

• Verge Treatments, Plantings and Beautification Policy. 
 
The existing City policies do not provide sufficient detail and clarity regarding the permissibility and 
requirements associated with public and private investment in the public realm. This impacts the City’s 
service delivery capability and customer experience when dealing with such requests. 
 
The City of Vincent Strategic Community Plan 2018 - 2028 (SCP) sets the community vision, priorities and 
aspirations for the City and includes the Thriving Places priority: “Our vibrant places and spaces are integral 
to our identity, economy and appeal. We want to create, enhance and promote great places and spaces for 
everyone to enjoy”. 
 
The City does not have an overarching policy to provide guidance on the permissibility, requirements and 
management responsibilities for third party (applicant) proposals to deliver vibrant public spaces on City 
owned and managed land. 
 
To achieve the Thriving Places priority and manage ongoing request, the City began the process of 
developing the draft Vibrant Public Spaces Policy and its Policy Guidelines (draft Vibrant Public Spaces 
Policy). The draft Vibrant Public Spaces Policy was informed by a series of investigations, inclusive of 
community and key stakeholder engagement, to identify what types of spaces the community would like to 
see facilitated within the public realm. 
 
At its 8 March 2022 Ordinary Meeting (Item 9.9), Council resolved to approve an amended draft Vibrant 
Public Spaces Policy for the purpose of advertising. 

DETAILS: 

The draft Vibrant Public Spaces Policy was advertised from 18 March 2022 to 1 May 2022 via the following 
methods: 
 

• notice published on the City’s website; 

• notice posted to the City’s social media; 

• notice published in a local newspaper; 

• notice posted in the City’s e-newsletter and business e-newsletters; 

• Dedicated project page on Imagine Vincent, providing opportunity to comment generally or fill out a 
survey; 

• notices at the City’s Administration Centre and Library; 

• two pop-up engagement sessions adjacent: 
o No. 130 Oxford Street, Leederville: 31 March 2022 4:00pm – 7:00pm; 

o Nos. 35/602-610 Beaufort Street (Modus Coffee), Mount Lawley: 7 April 2022 7:30am – 10:30am; 

• distribution of flyers at City sponsored events; and 

• presentation at the 27 April 2022 Rebound Roundtable. 
 
The results of the public consultation period are as follows: 
 

• Unique page views – 108; 

• Document downloads – 15; and 

• Survey participants – 32. 
 
Response via the survey was generally supportive of the intent of the draft Vibrant Public Spaces Policy, with 
many suggestions on elements that should be included or further enhanced to ensure the public benefit 
being provided by vibrant public spaces is sufficient. 
 

A summary of submissions is included as Attachment 1. The report details the comments received in 
relation to policy objectives, design objectives, vibrant public space types, design requirements, location 
requirements, applicant responsibilities and fees and charges. The report also documents Administration’s 
response to the submitter comments, and any recommended modifications to the draft Vibrant Public Spaces 
Policy in response to these comments. Key modifications to the draft Vibrant Public Spaces Policy include: 
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• Additional information and applicant responsibilities to clarify that vibrant public spaces are dog friendly 
and smoke free. 

• The requirement for the provision of lighting in parklets and eatlets where a canopy is proposed. 

• The prohibition of reserved signage. 

• The inclusion of how the City would deal with non-compliance. 

• Changes to the proposed fees and charges to incentivise parklets in preference of eatlets. 
 
All recommended modifications, referenced in Attachment 1, have been included as highlighted 
amendments in the Vibrant Public Spaces Policy, included as Attachment 2. 
 
The final version of the Vibrant Public Spaces Policy is included as Attachment 3. 
 
Submissions detailed various opinions on the proposed fees and charges. The fees and charges below are 
proposed with consideration to the submissions received. 
 

Vibrant Public Space Type Application/ 
Design Fee 

Approval Fee Annual Renewal Fee 

Street furniture N/A N/A N/A 

Affixed eating area furniture N/A $250 N/A 

Pop-up parklet N/A N/A N/A 

Pop-up eatlet N/A N/A N/A 

Parklet – built on existing ground 
surface or decked platform 

N/A $1,000 N/A 

Parklet – built on new paving $2,500 $1,250 N/A 

Eatlet – built on existing ground 
surface or decked platform 

N/A $1,500 $500 

Eatlet – built on new paving $2,500 $1,750 $500 

Other Proposal $500 To be determined as part of Council endorsed Licence. 

 
The proposed fees were determined as a way of encouraging vibrant public space proposals. Based on 
these fees, the City would not return a monetary profit but would have received investment in the public 
realm at no cost to the City. 
 
The $250 affixed eating area furniture approval fee is based on the cost to remove affixed furniture. This is 
proposed to cover the cost should the City have to remove the furniture. 
 
Where the applicant is proposing ‘new paving’ to pave a verge or extend the existing paving of a footpath as 
part of a parklet or eatlet proposal, it is proposed the City will consult with the applicant, design the paving 
enhancements, and the paving works would be undertaken by the applicant, at the applicants cost, and 
compliance checked by the City. 
 
To cover the City’s resourcing costs, a design fee of $2,500 is proposed. To cover the cost to remove and 
dispose of a parklet or eatlet, a minimum approval fee of $1,000 and $1,500 are proposed for all parklet and 
eatlet types. To cover the cost of site supervision and compliance checks to install the new paving, an 
additional $250 approval fee is proposed for parklets and eatlets built on new paving. 
 
Submissions detailed a mixed response in relation to the fees. A high number of responses believed that 
there should be no fees as a way of supporting businesses. Other responses outlined a preference for 
eatlets to have a higher fee and be charged an annual fee due to the periods of exclusive use permitted. 
 
Based on these comments and to incentivise parklets in preference of eatlets, reduced approval fees for 
parklets and the addition of an annual renewal fee for eatlets is proposed. The $500 eatlet renewal fee 
directly correlates with the reduced parklet approval fees. 
 
Fees and charges have not been waived as suggested. The fees do not return a monetary profit to the City, 
they have been created to cover the administrative costs associated with the assessment of vibrant public 
space proposals. As the fees and charges are reviewed annually, consideration would be given to the 
economic climate when determining the fees for vibrant public space types, and changes can be made 
accordingly. 
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CONSULTATION/ADVERTISING: 

The draft Vibrant Public Spaces Policy was reviewed by the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage 
(DPLH) Land Management and Policy teams who confirmed support for the policy, stating that the DPLH 
supports the development of vibrant, innovative spaces. 
 
The City has notified all submitters of this item being presented to Council for approval. The City will further 
notify all submitters of the outcomes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council. 
 
If adopted, further consultation would take place as outlined in Table 1 of the Policy for each vibrant public 
space type. 

LEGAL/POLICY: 

Section 2.7(2)(b) of the Local Government Act 1995 provides Council with the power to determine policies. 
 
The City’s Policy Development and Review Policy sets out the process for the development and review of 
the City’s policy documents. 
 
The Vibrant Public Spaces Policy has been developed in accordance with the City’s Policy Development and 
Review Policy. It is intended to respond to the City’s existing strategies and policies and aligns with the: 
 

• Strategic Community Plan 2018-2028; 

• Accessible City Strategy 2020-2030; and 

• Public Health Plan 2020-2025. 
 
The Vibrant Public Spaces Policy considers parklets and has been developed to incorporate updated parklet 
policy provisions. It is proposed that Policy No. 2.2.13 – Parklets be rescinded and that the Vibrant Public 
Spaces Policy provides guidelines for parklets moving forward. 

RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 

Low:  It is low risk for Council to rescind and adopt a new policy. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS: 

This is in keeping with the City’s Strategic Community Plan 2018-2028: 
 
Accessible City 

Our pedestrian and cyclist networks are well designed, connected, accessible and encourage increased use. 
We have better integrated all modes of transport and increased services through the City. 
 
Connected Community 

We have enhanced opportunities for our community to build relationships and connections with each other 
and the City. 
We are an inclusive, accessible and equitable City for all. 
 
Thriving Places 
 
We are recognised as a City that supports local and small business. 
Our town centres and gathering spaces are safe, easy to use and attractive places where pedestrians have 
priority. 
We encourage innovation in business, social enterprise and imaginative uses of space, both public and 
private. 
Our physical assets are efficiently and effectively managed and maintained. 
 
Sensitive Design 

Our planning framework supports quality design, sustainable urban built form and is responsive to our 
community and local context. 
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SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS: 

This is in keeping with the following key sustainability outcomes of the City’s Sustainable Environment 
Strategy 2019-2024. 
 
Sustainable Transport 

PUBLIC HEALTH IMPLICATIONS: 

This is in keeping with the following priority health outcomes of the City’s Public Health Plan 2020-2025: 
 
Increased physical activity 

Increased mental health and wellbeing 

FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS: 

The implementation of the policy is to be met through the City’s operational budget utilising existing 
resources. 

COMMENTS: 

Facilitating vibrant public spaces is an opportunity for the City to be a leader in the enhancement of the 
public realm. COVID-19 has seen a shift in the way people perceive the public realm and how it functions, 
with a greater demand and emphasis on public spaces and outdoor dining as a way to connect, interact and 
thrive. 
 
Vibrant public spaces have the potential to create an avenue for private investment in the public realm for 
public benefit. Vibrant public spaces are a creative solution for enhancing the streetscape and providing 
increased pedestrian amenity. Vibrant public spaces increase pedestrian amenity, support businesses, 
improve the public realm and provide space for community connection in a location otherwise underutilised. 
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