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12.7 ADVERTISING OF AMENDED POLICY - COUNCILL MEMBER CONTACT WITH DEVELOPERS 

Attachments: 1. Council Member Contact with Developers Policy (Marked Up)    
  

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council APPROVES the proposed amendments to the Council Member Contact with Developers 
Policy, at Attachment 1, for the purpose of community consultation. 

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT: 

For Council to approve, for the purpose of community consultation, the proposed amendments to the Council 
Member Contact with Developers Policy as detailed at Attachment 1. 

BACKGROUND: 

At its 2 June 2015 meeting, Council adopted the Policy No. 4.2.15 – Council Member Contact with 
Developers (the policy). 
 

The policy was developed to supplement and guide Council Members’ compliance with clauses 2.8 and 2.9.3 
of the City’s 2013 Code of Conduct, which set out the City’s commitment to transparency and its conduct in 
the determination of development decisions. 
 

In January 2021, Administration undertook a review of the policy and addressed the elements set out in 
clause 1.3 of the Policy Development and Review Policy as part of a Council Workshop Information Sheet on 
25 May 2021 (Item 7.3). 
 

At the May 2021 Council Workshop Council Members requested clarification in relation to disclosure 
requirements of developer contact prior to the lodgement of an application. 
 

In September 2021 Administration reviewed the City’s Governance Framework and proposed an amendment 
to the Contact with Developers section to include guidance on declaring contact with developers prior to the 
lodgement of a development application. It was noted that any contact prior to the lodgement of a 
Development Application, which includes during the Design Review Panel assessment, should be disclosed 
at the point that the application is presented to Council. 
 

At its November 2021 Council Meeting, Council approved the updated Framework. 
 

The requirement of provisions outlined in clause 1.3 of the Policy Development and Review Policy were 
re-presented to Council Members though the monthly Policy Paper in January 2022. Council Member 
requested inclusion in a Council Workshop to discuss further. No addition changes were proposed. 
 

At the Council Briefing 10 May 2022 clarification was requested in relation to recording contact with 
developers prior to the lodgement of a development application. 
 

Minor amendments to clause 1e have been included (in green) at Attachment 1. 
 

These amendments provide clarification and guidance to Council Members of their record keeping 
obligations. 

DETAILS: 

The findings of Administrations review of the Council Member Contact with Developers Policy are as follows: 
 

1. Consideration of policy objective 
 

Administration has prepared a policy objective for Council’s consideration. 
 

2. Consideration of new policy provision 
 

Administration has prepared a new provision to provide guidance on the disclosure requirements of 
developer contact prior to lodgement of an application. The new provision will provide clarity and 
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ensure the continued standardisation for the recording of contact between Council Members and 
developers. 

CONSULTATION/ADVERTISING: 

In accordance with the City’s Community and Stakeholder Engagement Policy, community consultation of all 
new and significantly amended policies must be provided for a period exceeding 21 days in the following 
ways: 
 

• notice published on the City’s website; 

• notice posted to the City’s social media; 

• notice published in the local newspapers; 

• notice exhibited on the notice board at the City’s Administration and Library and Local History Centre; 
and 

• letters distributed to relevant local businesses and community groups. 
 
Public notice of this proposed new policy will be provided from mid-April 2022. 

LEGAL/POLICY: 

There is no legislative or regulatory requirement for this policy however the objective facilitates the City’s aim 
to provide the highest standards of transparency and openness in town planning and development decision 
making. 
 
Section 2.7(2)(b) of the Local Government Act 1995 provides Council with the power to determine policies. 
 
The City’s Policy Development and Review Policy sets out the process for the development and review of 
the City’s policy documents. 

RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 

Low:  It is low risk for Council to undertake community consultation of the proposed amendments to the 
policy. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS: 

This is in keeping with the City’s Strategic Community Plan 2018-2028: 
 
Innovative and Accountable 

We are open and accountable to an engaged community. 

Our community is aware of what we are doing and how we are meeting our goals. 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS: 

This does not contribute to any environmental sustainability outcomes. 

PUBLIC HEALTH IMPLICATIONS: 

This does not contribute to any public health outcomes in the City’s Public Health Plan 2020-2025. 

FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS: 

Nil. 
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