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9.11 SUBMISSION ON PROPOSED REFORMS - LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1995  

Attachments: 1. City of Vincent Response to Proposed LGA Reforms   
2. Local Government Reform Summary of Proposed Reforms WALGA  

Submission    
  

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council: 

1. ENDORSE the City’s submission regarding the Local Government Act 1995 proposed 
reforms, as at Attachment 1; and 

2. AUTHORISE the Chief Executive Officer to submit the City’s response to the Department of 
Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries. 

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT: 

For Council to consider the City’s submission to the Department of Local Government, Sports and Cultural 
Industries (DLGSC) on the Local Government Act 1995 (Act) proposed reforms at Attachment 1. 

BACKGROUND: 

On 10 November 2021, the Minister for Local Government announced significant proposed reforms to the 
Act based on the below six themes: 
 
1. Earlier intervention, effective regulation and stronger penalties; 
2. Reducing red tape, increasing consistency and simplicity; 
3. Greater transparency and accountability; 
4. Stronger local democracy and community engagement; 
5. Clear roles and responsibilities; and 
6. Improved financial management and reporting. 
 
The Western Australian Local Government Association (WALGA) have prepared a consultation paper on the 
reform initiatives that includes advice on the sector’s current positions and recommendations for new 
positions on matters not previously canvassed. A copy of the consultation paper is at Attachment 2.  
 
WALGA requested comment from local governments by Friday 28 January for inclusion in the draft sector 
submission. 

DETAILS:  

Given the consultation timeframes the City is intending to submit its comments, outlined in Attachment 1, 
directly to the February 2022 WALGA Zone meeting where a draft sector submission will be considered. 
 
A Special Meeting of State Council has been convened to endorse the sector position on Wednesday 
23 February 2022. 

CONSULTATION/ADVERTISING: 

Administration presented an initial assessment of the proposed reforms to Council Members in 
November 2021 with a more detailed assessment circulated for Council Member consideration on 
14 January 2022. 

LEGAL/POLICY: 

Any subsequent changes to the Act may require amendments to current local laws, policies and procedures 
and will be reviewed as and when required. 
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RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 

Low:  It is low risk for Council to endorse the proposed submission. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS: 

This is in keeping with the City’s Strategic Community Plan 2018-2028: 
 
Innovative and Accountable 

Our community is aware of what we are doing and how we are meeting our goals. 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS: 

This does not contribute to any environmental sustainability outcomes. 

PUBLIC HEALTH IMPLICATIONS: 

This does not contribute to any public health outcomes in the City’s Public Health Plan 2020-2025. 

FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS: 

Nil. 
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