
COUNCIL BRIEFING AGENDA 11 MAY 2021 

Item 6.2 Page 1 

6.2 ADVERTISING OF NEW/AMENDED POLICY - MEMORIALS IN PUBLIC PLACES AND 

RESERVES (2.1.5) 

Attachments: 1. Memorials in Parks and Public Reserves Policy (2.1.5) - February 2010   
2. Memorials in Parks and Public Reserves Policy (2.1.5) - Reviewed and 

amended April 2021    
  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council:  

1. APPROVES the reviewed and updated Memorials in Public Places and Reserves Policy 
(2.1.5) as shown at Attachment 2, for the purpose of public notice. 

2. AUTHORISES the Chief Executive Officer to provide local public notice of the proposed new 
policy and invite public comments for a period of at least 21 days; and 

3. NOTES that at the conclusion of the public notice period any submissions received would be 

presented to Council for consideration.   

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT: 

For Council to approve the proposed amendments to the Memorials in Public Places and Reserves Policy 
(2.1.5) for public notice 

BACKGROUND: 

At its 22 August 1997 Meeting, Council adopted the Memorials in Public Places and Reserves Policy (2.1.5). 
 
The policy has not been reviewed since February 2010.  

DETAILS: 

The findings of the review of Policy 2.1.5 are as follows: 
 
Consideration of Policy Objectives 
 
The Policy does not outline the policy objectives in a simple format. It is proposed the objectives are 
simplified in order to: 

 Ensure the conservation of commemorative memorials within the City; and 

 To facilitate a consistent approach to the inclusion of commemorative memorials.  
 
Responsibility of Metropolitan Cemeteries Board 
 
The Policy lacks emphasis on the responsibility of the Metropolitan Cemeteries Board in memorialising 
deceased persons, and that plaques within City owned or maintained public places and reserves should be 
considered as a secondary option. It is proposed this information is included within the Policy.    
 
Council’s Approval of Applications  
 
Clause 2 (i) requires a report to be submitted to the Council to consider each application for a memorial. It is 
proposed that a report to Council is only necessary where the applicant disagrees with decision of 
Administration. 
 
 
Commemorative Trees or Park Furniture Guidelines 
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The Policy did not specify whether a plaque is permitted to be erected alongside a commemorative tree. In 
the interest of public safety and reducing trip, slip and fall hazards, a subclause outlining that plaques are not 
permitted with a commemorative tree is proposed.  
 
Memorials on Main Roads Controlled Roads  
 
The Policy does not communicate the responsibility of an applicant to apply to Main Roads WA to erect a 
roadside memorial on Main Roads WA controlled roads. A subclause is proposed under Roadside Memorials 
to include this information.  
 
Distribution of Ashes 
 
The Policy allows for the distribution of ashes on Council owned and managed property, as set out in clause 
5. Given the availability of specialised facilities operated by the Metropolitan Cemeteries Board, it is deemed 
not appropriate to allow the burial or distribution of ashes of a deceased person on City owned land.  
 
The changes in relation to these findings are highlighted in red and the policy has been drafted into the new 
City policy template as shown in attachment 2.  

CONSULTATION/ADVERTISING: 

In accordance with the City’s Community Consultation Policy (Appendix 2), public notice of all new and 
significantly amended policies must be provided for a period exceeding 21 days in the following ways: 
 

 notice published on the City’s website;  

 notice posted to the City’s social media;  

 notice published in the local newspapers;  

 notice exhibited on the notice board at the City’s Administration and Library and Local History Centre; 
and  

 letters distributed to relevant local businesses and community groups  
 

Public notice of this proposed new policy will be provided from 24 May 2021 subject to Council approval to 
proceed as recommended. 

LEGAL/POLICY: 

Section 2.7(2)(b) of the Local Government Act 1995 provides Council with the power to determine policies.  
 
The City’s Policy Development and Review Policy sets out the process for the development and review of 
the City’s policy documents.  

RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 

Low:  It is low risk for Council to provide public notice of the proposed amended policy.  

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS: 

This is in keeping with the City’s Strategic Community Plan 2018-2028:  
 
Enhanced Environment  

Our parks and reserves are maintained, enhanced and well utilised. 
 
 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS: 

This does not contribute to any specific sustainability outcomes of the City’s Sustainable Environment 
Strategy 2019-2024, however the ability to opt for a commemorative tree to be planted within a City owned or 
managed reserve assists in greening and tree canopy increase.  
 

https://www.vincent.wa.gov.au/documents/578/4105-community-consultation-appendix-2
https://www.vincent.wa.gov.au/documents/1898/policy-development-and-review-policy
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PUBLIC HEALTH IMPLICATIONS: 

This is in keeping with the following priority health outcomes of the City’s Public Health Plan 2020-2025: 
 
Increased mental health and wellbeing 

FINANCIAL/BUDGET IMPLICATIONS: 

There is negligible financial impact to the City. All associated costs of memorials shall be covered by the 
applicant.  

COMMENTS: 

Administration is proposing these changes to the policy in order to bring it in line with current practices as 
well as to provide the community with up to date information. It is therefore recommended Council approve 
the recommended amendments to the Memorials in Public Places and Reserves Policy (2.1.5) for the 
purpose of public notice. 
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